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LET US JOURNEY TOGETHER WITH POPE FRANCIS 
 
Together with the whole Church we warmly 
welcome the new Bishop of Rome, Pope Francis. 
Since the day of his election, he has repeatedly 
asked his audiences to pray for him. Let us also in 
our daily prayers commend him to God to bless 
him in his new challenging ministry. 
 

The election of Pope Francis once again revealed 
to us the 'God of surprises' and He is continuing to 
surprise us through the new Pope’s speeches and 
gestures! After one month in service, he has 
revealed to us that the work for 'Social-Ecological 
Justice and Encounter and Dialogue' will be high on 
the agenda of his pastoral programme. This is a 
source of encouragement for us and a 
confirmation of our missionary priority for 
promoting JPIC-ED.  
 

When Pope Francis met the Diplomatic Corps 
accredited to the Holy See, he explained to them 
the reason why he chose the name Francis. He 
wants to follow in the footsteps of St Francis of 
Assisi by: "Fighting poverty, both material and 
spiritual, building peace and constructing bridges 
[and promoting] respect for the whole of creation 
and the protection of our environment." He in turn 
invited them and their respective countries to join 
in this 'difficult journey'. 
 

His Chrism Mass homily on Holy Thursday is 
worthy of a deep meditative reflection, although 
addressed to ‘priests’ it can be applied to all the 
Christians who are also 'anointed' through their 
baptism. He reminded us that our anointing 'is 
meant in turn to anoint God’s faithful people, 
whose servants we are; we are anointed for the 
poor, for prisoners, for the oppressed'. He invited 
us to "go out to the 'outskirts' where there is 
suffering, bloodshed, blindness that longs for sight 
and prisoners in thrall to many evil masters". He 
invited us to "be shepherds, with the odour of the 
sheep”!  
 

Difficulty journey indeed, but do we have any 
other alternative? 
 

Nnyombi Richard, M.Afr. 

NEWS FROM THE SOCIETY 
 

Malawi 
As part of the Malawi Sector's commemoration of 
the Cardinal's Anti-Slavery Campaign, the M. Afr 
students from Balaka performed two short plays 
and a poem in Lilongwe on 25th & 26th March, 
followed by a discussion. Play One –“Cheap Labour 
- Slavery in the past". Poem – "Africa, where are 
you?" Play Two – “The Changed Identity of Slavery 
- Slavery/human trafficking in the present".  
 

Bamako, Mali: Institut de Formation Islamo-
Chrétienne [IFIC] 
As a follow up on the development of IFIC, an 
evaluation meeting was organised on the 25th 
February 2013, at the Centre Abbé David Sebinin-
koro in Bamako. There were 14 participants: The 
Provincial Council team, staff of IFIC and 
Emmanuel Ngona [Rome]. Thirteen recommend-
dations were made including that that IFIC 
continues, there be close collaboration with the 
Provincial Encounter and Dialogue team, a new 
shorter programme was proposed besides the one 
of 8 months, include African Traditional Religion in 
the new programme, prepare future personnel in 
collaboration with the Province of Maghreb, seek 
new sources of funding and eventually plan to start 
a 'foundation' in view of self-reliance, etc. 
 

Brussels - ARCRE-PECRE 
Our confrere, Miguel Larburu, Superior of the 
community, fell sick and is presently at home for 
convalescence. We pray for his quick recovery. 
 

Mr. Abdellah BOUSSOUF, Secretary General of the 
Moroccan Community Overseas [CCME] visited 
PECRE on 5th March 2013 and this is what he wrote 
in the Visitor’s Book: “Today I’ve had the chance to 
meet a brother that I haven’t seen for years.  He’s a 
Christian and I’m a Muslim, but as we shared a few 
moments together it became an important time for 
us spiritually, strengthening that greater spiritual 
bond which unites us in what we are doing, each 
one working in his own community.  What we are 
doing for the sake of our two communities is so 
important today, as we face the great challenges 
of saving lives and human dignity.” 



Nairobi: Islam - Tangaza 
Dialogue between Tangaza College and the Eastern 
Africa Province is going on about the possibility of 
reviving the Islam programme. So far, the biggest 
obstacle is the personnel. 
 

30th Anniversary of AFJN USA 
At the beginning of March, AFJN celebrated its 30th 
Anniversary. The Superior General, Fr. Richard 
Baawobr, together with other confreres attended 
the celebrations in Washington. He appeals to us 
saying: "Given our commitment to serving, 
accompanying and advocating as part and parcel 
of our mission wherever we are in Africa and in the 
African world, it is important that we collaborate 
with AFJN and its European counterpart - Africa 
Europe Faith and Justice Network [AEFJN] founded 
5 years later - by giving them the right information 
from the grassroots as fully as possible and without 
fear when they ask us or whenever we have 
information to share. They know how to use it and 
still ensure that the one who gave the information 
is not victimized!" Our confrere Barthelemy 
Bazemo was recently appointed to Washington to 
work with the AFJN Office. Richard profited from 
this occasion to visit the Eastern Mennonite 
University where he gave a conference on the 
Antislavery Campaign of Cardinal Lavigerie. [See 
texts of his interventions on Yago's Blog] 
 

Talk to the priests of Collegio San Paolo, Rome 
Jos van Boxel gave a talk to the priest-students of 
Collegio San Paolo in Rome on the theme: Cardinal 
Lavigerie: Founder of the Missionaries of Africa and 
the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa. 
Champion of Anti-Slavery Campaign. His talk was 
an eye opener to many on this historical note of 
the Cardinal's commitment against slave trade in 
Africa. 
 

RECOLLECTION based on the theme of the 125th 
Anniversary of Cardinal Lavigerie's Antislavery 
Campaign on the 30th April, Feast of Our Lady of 
Africa. Theme: LIBERATION.  Text is available on 
our website. 
 

FORMATION AND MEETINGS 
 

Spain: 
May 18th: Day of reflection on a number of burning 
issues: “People Trafficking and other abuses in the 
Great Lakes region" [by Masabo Damaso]; “Land 
Grabbing in Africa” [by Begoña Iñarra, Msola]; 
Testimony of people working with expatriate girls 
involved in Prostitution in Madrid [Pilar Casas, 
Samuel Aremu, Daouda Thiam] 

Great-Britain 
17th April: M.Afr and MSOLA will host a day of re-

flection entitled: “Antislavery – The Campaign Con-

tinues”. The keynote speaker will be Archbishop 

Michael Fitzgerald, M.Afr. 

OTHER NEWS 
 

"Stop the Massive Introduction of Genetically 
Modified Organisms [GMO’s] in Uganda!" 
There is a proposal for action by Africa Faith and 
Justice Network [AEFJN] about a proposed 
legislation that would facilitate the introduction of 
GMO seed into Uganda. The main argument 
against GMO is that it makes small farmers 
dependent on international seed companies like 
Monsanto or Syngenta which has proved a disaster 
in many countries. A petition against this 'Bill' has 
been launched and you are invited to sign it.  

See    PETITION 
 

New President for Kenya 
On the 9th April 2013, the new president of Kenya, 
Kenyatta Uhuru, was sworn in. Many have 
commented positively on the peaceful elections 
and transition as a major milestone for the country 
and for the African continent in general. The active 
participation of the religious leaders to promote 
free and fair elections was a big contribution to 
this success. 
 

Meeting between Pope Francis and the UN 
General Secretary, Ban Ki-Moon 
On 9th April, the UN Secretary General met with 
Pope Francis at the Vatican and this is how he 
commented on this encounter: “I told His Holiness 
that his choice of name after St Francis of Assisi 
was a powerful image for the many goals and 
purposes shared by the United Nations. He speaks 
loudly of his commitment to the poor; he has a 
deep sense of humility, his passion and 
compassion to improve the human condition. I was 
especially privileged to meet Pope Francis as we 
mark 1000 days to the deadline for the Millennium 
Development Goals [MDGs]. We discussed the 
need to advance social justice and accelerate work 
to meet with the MDG’s. This is vital if we are to 
meet the Millennium promise to the worlds 
poorest”. [cf. Vatican Radio] 
 
INTERNATIONAL, NATIONAL  
AND RELIGIOUS DAYS 
 

April - 2013 
+16: Against Child Slavery 

http://www.ipetitions.com/petition/stop-the-massive-introduction-of-genetically/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=system&utm_campaign=Send%2Bto%2BFriend


+19: [1899] Card. Lavigerie launched the Prayer for 
the abolition of Slave trade in Cathedral of Algiers. 
+30: Our Lady of Africa. Recollection: "Liberation" 
 
May - 2013 
+01: St Joseph the Worker - Labour Day 
+05: Letter of Pope Leo XIII - In Plurimis, 1888 - to 
the Bishops of Brazil, in which he condemned the 
African Slave Trade. 
+18: Bakhita Day. Prayer for victims of trafficking. 
+21: In 1888, Pope Leo XIII entrusted to Cardinal 
Lavigerie the mission to preach a Pacific Crusade 
against the slave trade in Africa. 
+25: African Liberation Day 
 

*** 
Extracts - Readings 
 
Lavigerie: 
- "We can argue about the legality of slavery, when 
it is a lesser deserved punishment, when for 
example it saves a life of an unjust aggressor in a 
just war, when it is protected by the laws which 
defend the slave against violence; but the African 
slavery, which is the fruit of banditry, robbery, 
plundering, the slavery with funeral procession of 
assassins, of immorality and inhumanity, has the 
Church not enough wrath to condemn it, enough 
missionaries full of devotion and zeal to be able to 
abolish it! 
 

By doing it to fulfil an obligation, we will find 
ourselves in agreement with the sentiments of all 
those with human feelings, and by highly and 
boldly proclaiming it as our aim, consecrating 
ourselves to make known to the world all these 
horrors, in our speeches and writings and by 
speaking out that we want to use the holy Gospel 
to abolish them even if it means paying the price 
with our spilt blood, we will be supported by 
acclamations and applauses of all those on earth 
who deserve the name of a Christian."  
[Secret Memorandum, 2nd January 1878] 
 
- “However much my body is broken down, my 
heart is not yet so and as long as the breath of life 
will still be in me, it will be for the work which was 
entrusted to me by the Pope.”  
[Alger, 19th April 1889]  
 
+ From the speech of Pope Francis to 
representatives of the various Christian Churches 
and other world religions on the 14th March 2013 
 

"The Catholic Church is conscious of the importance 
of promoting friendship and respect between men 
and women of different religious traditions – I want 
to repeat this: promoting friendship and respect 
between men and women of different religious 
traditions – a sign of this can be seen in the 
important work carried out by the Pontifical 
Council for Interreligious Dialogue. The Church is 
likewise conscious of the responsibility which all of 
us have for our world, for the whole of creation, 
which we must love and protect. There is much 
that we can do to benefit the poor, the needy and 
those who suffer, and to favour justice, promote 
reconciliation and build peace...... 
 

But before all else we need to keep alive in our 
world the thirst for the absolute, and to counter 
the dominance of a one-dimensional vision of the 
human person, a vision which reduces human 
beings to what they produce and to what they 
consume: this is one of the most insidious 
temptations of our time." 
 

-Full text 
 
- Address of Pope Francis to the Diplomatic Corps 
accredited to the Holy See 
 

-Interviews by Yago Abeledo on the 125th 
Anniversary 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/speeches/2013/march/documents/papa-francesco_20130320_delegati-fraterni_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/speeches/2013/march/documents/papa-francesco_20130322_corpo-diplomatico_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/speeches/2013/march/documents/papa-francesco_20130322_corpo-diplomatico_en.html
http://www.breathingforgiveness.net/2013/04/anti-slavery-campaign-interview-series.html

