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RECENT GOVERNMENT’S POSITION ON THE ATI BILL: WHAT ‘S THE REAL ISSUE? 

The Jesuit Centre for Theological Reflection (JCTR) welcomes Government’s recent announcement from the Ministry 

of Information that a consultant has been engaged to harmonise the Draft ATI Bill with “13 other existing pieces of 

legislation. This is, indeed a very necessary exercise if this important piece of legislation is to realise its intended 

purpose. As JCTR, we remain committed to championing the enactment of the law and to work collaboratively with 

the government to ensure that the law is passed without any further delays. We appreciate the government’s effort 

in updating the public on the status of the bill this far and we want to believe that every explanation we have 

received so far is valid. “The only challenge we have is that these explanations seem to be isolated and somehow not 

foreseen”, says Sr. Kayula Lesa.  

We wish to seize this opportunity to recap the explanations advanced by government since 2011. After the legal 

experts engaged by government drafted the 2012 ATI Bill, the Bill was scheduled to be launched on 21st of June 

2012. However, the launch didn’t take place, as we were informed that then Minister of Information had travelled to 

the Copper belt for a funeral. The launch was rescheduled to 26th June, 2012 but yet again cancelled this time 

because the government needed further consultation from the office of the Attorney General. After the second 

cancellation there was a long silence on the status of the bill after which Vice President, Hon. Guy Scot, announced 

at the 2012 Press Freedom Committee of the Post‘s Lucy Sichone and Bright Mwape Award  presentation that the 

bill would be tabled before Parliament in February, 2013.  And just about a month ago when the Civil Society 

Coalition on ATI engaged government on the status of the bill, the explanation was that the ATI bill was not tabled 

before Cabinet because the then Minister of Information and Broadcasting, the Late Kennedy Sakeni (May God Rest 

his Soul) was ill. With all these explanations that we have received from the government, suddenly the issue is now 

that of harmonization. 

Surely, we would like to believe in the good will of the PF government but being human beings, we are also bound to 

be sceptical because, we have been subjected to endless explanations in regard to the ATI bill.   Is government 

implying that the drafters they engaged in 2012 were so blind to the existence of other Laws that stand in conflict or 

in tandem with the ATI bill? We were at one point informed that the draft bill was with the Ministry of Justice. One 

would like to think that one of the things the Justice Ministry looked at was whether the draft was in harmony with 

other laws. The issue of   harmonization comes at a stage when we would have expected the bill to be before 

parliament having been reviewed by a number of experts including government Ministries.  

There has been too much rhetoric surrounding the ATI bill and the Speaker of the national Assembly is in order to 

demand a ministerial position. Should the public take to the streets like we have seen in the recent past from the PF 

cadres, to show how much Zambia needs the ATI Law?  

Government needs to take stock of their real position and communicate that position to the Zambians because it is 

our right to know whatever that position is. In fact it’s in government’s own interest to show real commitment 

towards the completion of this important process and endeavor to present the bill to parliament within the current 

parliament sitting as promised in their election campaign.  

 This far, there have been too many positions and it is hard to keep track of what the real issue is about the Access to 

Information bill.  ‘We need to know the truth and the time is now ‘, says Sr Lesa. 

 
[For more information, contact the Faith and Justice Programme of the JCTR, P.O Box 3774, Lusaka, 
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