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SERMON FOR THE FUNERAL 
OF FR. SÉBASTIEN NDRUTSOMI 

19.05.1976-05.01.2014 
 

Maria Trost 11th January 2014-01-09 
 

Introduction 
 
We are gathered here before the altar of Christ to entrust to his Father’s love and mercy our 
brother and fellow priest Fr. Sébastien Ndrutsomi, so suddenly and tragically taken from us. 
 
Brothers and sisters I warmly welcome all of you to this sad, painful and yet hopeful 
celebration. I welcome in a special way Fr. Christopher Chileshe, Provincial of The Missionaries 
of Africa of Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique and South Africa, Fr. Philippe Docq, the Delegate 
Superior of the Missionaries of Africa in South Africa, Fr. Crispin Vungwa and Fr. Jean Pierre Le 
Scour who lived together with Fr. Sébastien and all the Missionaries of Africa present and the 
Catholics of Lebombo Parish. You and all of us in the Diocese of Witbank share in the same 
shock, sadness and grief as we look at the body of Fr. Sébastien in front of us.  
 
We come to this church from many parts of South Africa and beyond, because, in spite of such 
a painful experience of death, we believe in life and in the life of Jesus Christ. To him we offer 
Fr. Sébastien and ourselves. We ask the Lord to welcome Fr. Sébastien in his kingdom. We ask 
the Lord to console us and all the bereaved. 
 
We present to God our infidelities and sins and ask for forgiveness. 
 
Readings: Wisdom 3:1-9; Ps. 23:1-3, 4, 5, 6; Romans 14:7-12; John 11:32-38, 40. 
 
Homily 
 
Dear Brothers and sisters, 
 
On the afternoon of the 5th of January I was returning to Witbank from Acornhoek where I had 
two very meaningful celebrations of the Epiphany in different communities. I received a cell-
phone call from Fr. Jean Pierre Le Scour informing me of the tragic death of Fr. Sébastien. I was 
shocked. I was not able to say much to Fr. Jean Pierre. After a while of with my heart in turmoil, 
the question that came to me was similar to the one we heard Marta asking Jesus in today’s 
Gospel: “Lord, if you have been there, Fr. Sébastien would not have died.”  
 
Epiphany is the feast of the manifestation of Jesus to the nations, the light that shines in the 
darkness of evil and death present in our world. This year, on the day of the Epiphany, Fr. 
Sébastien and we have entered into the shadow of death. During my drive to Witbank I felt like 
I was driving in the valley of darkness, grief and hopelessness. The last words of today’s Gospel 
came to my mind: “Did I not tell you that if you would believe, you would see the Glory of 
God?”  
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Can I, we, see the glory of God in the sudden death of Fr. Sébastien? Can we see Jesus’ light in 
this moment of darkness for all of us, especially for those closer to Fr. Sébastien?  
 
We do not understand such happening. We are put in front of the unpredictability and fragility 
of our lives that are like flowers, blooming in the morning and withering in the evening. We 
cannot explain in a reasonable way why certain events happen in such a way and such a time. 
Feelings of despair, anger, rebellion, resentment, pain and grief flood our hearts. Before death 
we can do nothing. It is very difficult to take some distance and reason properly.  
 
But we are faith people, we have Jesus, know him, meet him, share his word and his body and 
blood. We believe. We believe not in death, but in life. We believe that in the mysterious plan 
of God the tragic death of Fr. Sébastien is a moment of light and good for him, for the members 
of his family, for the church in Lebombo, for the Missionaries of Africa, for the Diocese of 
Witbank and for the world.  
 
We murmur in the secret of our thoughts the words we have heard this morning in the book of 
Wisdom: “The soul of the righteous is in the hand of God. In the eyes of the foolish he seemed 
to have died and his departure was thought an affliction, and his going from us was seen to be 
his destruction; but he is at peace. God tested him and found him worthy of himself; like gold in 
a furnace he tried him and like a sacrificial burn offering he accepted him. In the time of his 
visitation he will shine forth, he will run sparks through the stubble.” Indeed Fr. Sébastien today 
is shining for all of us and for all who knew him. Is he running sparks through the stubble of our 
hearts to make each one of us commit himself/herself to be a better Christian, a better 
Catholic, a more committed priest and missionary? 
 
“Those who trust in God will understand truth.” Do we understand the truth that the tragic 
death of Fr. Sébastien is proclaiming to each one of us? St. Paul writes to the Romans in the 
second reading of today: “None of us lives for himself, none of us dies for himself. If we live we 
live for the Lord, and we die we die to the Lord; so then whether we live or whether we die, we 
are the Lord’s.” Fr. Sébastien died and is in the Lord; we who are still struggling with our daily 
lives are also in and of the Lord. 
 
Announcing the sad news of the death of Fr. Sébastien I wrote: “It is with tears in my heart that 
I express my deepest condolences and that of the whole Diocese of Witbank to the members of 
Fr. Sébastien’s family in the DRC. They gave their son and brother to the mission of Christ and 
to the Diocese of Witbank. He has been taken away from them suddenly and in a tragic way. 
We share in their shock, loss and pain.  
 
“Our condolences go to Fr. Crispin and Fr. Jean Pierre le Scour. They lived, worked, struggled 
and rejoiced with Fr. Sébastien for the last few years. We understand their unbelief, emptiness, 
sadness and sorrow.  
 
We express our deepest sympathy to Fr. Christopher Chileshe, to  Fr. Philippe Docq and to all 
the Missionaries of Africa in South Africa, Mozambique, Zambia, Malawi the DRC and all over 
the world as they mourn the loss of their passionate and active young confrere. The 
Missionaries of Africa have planted and continue to plant the Word of God in our beloved 
continent of Africa. They have and are continuing to water the African soil with their labour, 
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sweat and crosses and many by shedding their blood in fidelity to mission of Christ. Thank you, 
Missionaries of Africa, from the bottom of our hearts, for the gift of your brother Fr. Sébastien 
Ndrutsomi to the Diocese of Witbank. This is your third brother to die suddenly and tragically in 
our Diocese. Indeed the faith of our Catholic people is rooted also in the blood of your 
confreres.  
 
We share the sorrow of the Catholics of Kamhlushwa and of the whole Lebombo parish. You 
Catholics of Lebombo parish deeply mourn the loss of your much appreciated, respected and 
loved pastor. We grieve and pray with you. We are very grateful for the way you have been 
near Fr. Crispin and Fr. Jean Pierre and how you have mourned Fr. Sébastien in Kamhlushwa 
the last few days until this morning. We thank also people from other places who have come to 
Kamhlushwa to share in your grief. Those of us who could not be with you physically were with 
you with our thoughts and prayers.  
 
I have a question.  
 
Fr. Sébastien, who is going to take your place in Lebombo, in the Diocese of Witbank and 
among the Missionaries of Africa? Fr. Sébastien pray with us that God may call some young 
men from Lebombo parish and from the Diocese of Witbank to follow your footsteps and soon 
start the process of becoming a Missionary of Africa. 
 
Fr. Sébastien, we are very grateful to your confreres who have chosen to let you rest forever 
here at Maria Trost in our Diocesan Cemetery. We will come to visit you now and then. Your 
tomb and you will be a light and inspiration for us and for our people for years to come.  
 
United in spirit, together, we live and die in the Lord.  
 
Rest in peace Fr. Sébastien!  
 
 
Bishop Giuseppe Sandri MCCJ 


