
Strengthening the Vision of Our Destiny 
9th March, 2014: FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

THEME: USING WELL OUR GOD-GIVEN FREEDOM 

INTRODUCTION: In his great love God created us with intellect and free will.  In the first 
reading, we hear that our forefathers misused this God-given freedom, they disobeyed God 
and therefore sinned by partaking of the forbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden.  Where our 
forefathers failed, Jesus triumphed over sin and Satan’s temptations because Jesus’ food was 
to do the will of his father.  It is important that we all submit ourselves to the will of God.   True 
joy and peace emanate from hearing and doing the word of God. Disobedience results into 
what scripture terms “nakedness”, that is, demoting us from the dignity of a human person to 
the level of beasts.  Autonomy has no place in the divine economy.  

UNDERSTANDING TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7 

 When God created human beings in his image, God meant to underline the sublime 
dignity proper to human beings than all other creatures; 

 God intended that every person should be free and happy but that as a created being, 
his freedom is limited. God alone is the tree of life and tree of knowledge of good and 
evil.  Knowing good and evil denotes omniscience; only God is omniscient; 

 Temptations test our strengths not weaknesses. Could we say that the serpent 
approached the woman because she was more intelligent and quicker to learn? 

 The serpent is considered subtle because:  
o shedding its skin denotes its quest for immortality  
o it glides smoothly and strikes unexpectedly  
o it lays a lot of eggs. 

 Sin consists of distorting God’s truth into falsehood. Ironically the only knowledge that 
Adam and Eve gained from eating the forbidden fruit was nakedness and shame. 

PSALM: 50:3-6, 12-14, 17 

All of us are sinners in need of God’s forgiveness. If we repent, God will readily forgive us 
because of his infinite mercy.  

SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19 

Paul offers a vivid contrast between Adam and Jesus. Through obedience, Our Lord Jesus 
defeated sin and death brought about by the disobedience of Adam.   Through Jesus, death 
has given way to life. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11 

 Jesus is the new Moses founding a new Israel:  

 Just as the Israelites entered the desert after crossing the Red Sea, Jesus goes to the 
desert after being baptized in the Jordan; 

 just as the Israelites spent 40 years in the desert before entering the promised land, 
Jesus will spend 40 days and nights in the desert before inaugurating his ministry of 
salvation; 



 just as the Israelites were tested in the desert, Jesus will experience temptations in 
the desert. 

FIRST TEMPTATION: Greed. Satan attempts to tempt Jesus to gain popularity by making food 
readily available for himself and as a campaign tool.  Jesus did not succumb to the temptation 
and employed Deuteronomy 8:3, “it is not by bread alone that people live, but by all that 
comes forth from the mouth of the Lord”.  
 

SECOND TEMPTATION: Miracles. Satan tempts Jesus to be ostentatious. Let Jesus throw 
himself from the pinnacle of the Temple since psalm 91:11 guarantees divine protection for 
him. If he gets unscathed, the multitude will acclaim him as Messiah. Using Deuteronomy 
6:16, Jesus reminds Satan that Scripture says “you shall not put the Lord, your God, to the 
test”. 
 

THIRD TEMPTATION: Idolatry. Claiming to be the sovereign lord of the world, Satan suggests 
that Jesus kneel and worship him in order for Satan to relinquish governance of the world to 
Jesus.  Using Deuteronomy 6:13 Jesus categorically states “the Lord your God you shall fear; 
him shall you serve”. 

LESSONS: 

 Obedience is the secret to inner happiness and tranquility. True obedience consists of 
hearing and doing God’s will. 

 All human beings experience temptation with regard to self-indulgence, pride and 
greed for power. Let’s choose the path of love and service; Jesus is that path. 

 Knowing Scriptures and doing God’s Word defeats temptations. Let’s be a God-fearing 
nation by anchoring our lives on hearing and doing God’s word. 

TEACHINGS FROM BISHOPS’ PASTORAL LETTERS: 

True happiness is found in always acknowledging that we are created in the image of God and 
in acting as God’s children (“How to Build a Happy Nation”, 20th March, 1961); 

The vision of a new Malawi, expressed in the National Anthem, is “also clearly anchored on 
faith in God’s assistance.  Our forefathers stressed that we are a God-fearing nation.  
Therefore our aspirations, ideals, dreams of the future and motivation for nationhood are all 
hinged on faith in God and inspired by the vision of God for a more humane society” 
(Strengthening the Vision of Our Destiny, 1st December, 2013, p. 3); 

There are worrisome tendencies amongst us that push for a worldview independent of and 
side-lining God and making human beings dependent on their own intellect and determining 
for themselves what is right and what is wrong (Strengthening the Vision of Our Destiny, 1st 
December, 2013, p. 9); 

It is imperative that at 50, every Malawian should be enjoying the conditions of social life that 
are brought about by the quest for the common good.  The challenge before us is to see how 
much we have cooperated with God in realizing our dreams. We began with a dream of a 
politically and economically independent Malawi with God’s help, we should not attempt to 
realize this dream independently from God himself (Strengthening the Vision of Our Destiny, 
1st December, 2013, p. 18).    

POINTS FOR REFLECTION: 

What is the source of our unique worthiness setting us apart from the rest of creation? 



What lessons do we learn about the linkage between freedom and obedience to God from 
the Garden of Eden story? 

What was the vision of our forefathers regarding our country vis-a-vis our faith in God? 

Can you give examples in the areas of laws, policies and practices that show that Malawians 
have lost the original vision and its linkage with our faith in God? 

In what areas could we say that the fifty years of freedom in Malawi have been of benefit to 
Malawians? 

What are the indications in the current debates on abortion, artificial contraception, 
homosexuality, secular humanism, that show that, like Adam, our society is craving for 
unlimited freedom?   

In the light of the original vision of the country, what kind of leaders should we choose in the 
forthcoming Tripartite Elections?  

As citizens, what roles can we play to ensure that Malawi retains a vision that is God-centred?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


