
Strengthening the Vision of Our Destiny 
16th March, 2014: SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

THEME: JOURNEY INTO THE FUTURE 
Introduction: To achieve our goals, we need to interact with others. Abram’s adventurous 
journey to the land of Canaan was one that would benefit others.  Through Abram, all the 
earth’s communities will find blessings.  Similarly, Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem, the subject of 
discussion at the transfiguration, will bring salvation to the whole world.  
 

UNDERSTANDING TODAY’S SCRIPTURES 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4  

 God called Abram to leave the security of his homeland and he ventured forth – from 
the familiar, secure and well-ordered life of his native place; 

 Eventually, Abram’s faith and risk would be rewarded and would bring blessings for 
the nations of the world; 

 Though difficult for him, Abram believed and obeyed God. 
  

PSALM: 32:4-5, 18-20, 22 
The Psalm is in praise of the faithfulness of God which underlies our hope in God’s promises 
and our confidence in God’s love.  
 

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 1:8-10 

 Paul exhorts Timothy to accept all the unpleasant dimensions that comprise the Good 
News; 

 God’s call is a gratuitous gift that reveals his eternal plan; the recipient of that gift 
ought to make an impact on others. 

  

GOSPEL: Matthew 17:7-19 
In Jerusalem, Jesus will meet the needs of the world through suffering and death on the cross.  
But his death will culminate in triumph and glory. 

 Jesus’ appearance changes in front of Peter, James and John who will also see him in 
great agony in the garden of Gethsemane; 

 The mountain is a place of encounter with God:  
o The call of Moses and his receiving the ten commandments all happened in 

Mount Sinai; 
o Elijah after fleeing Jezebel’s plot to have him killed went to Mt. Sinai where he 

met God; 
o Jesus’ last temptation was in a mountain setting; 
o The Sermon on the Mount; 
o Feeding of the five thousand; 
o Jesus bidding farewell to his disciples; 

 Moses represents the Law; Elijah represents the prophets.  The Law and Prophets 
means the Old Testament.  By speaking to Jesus, Moses and Elijah show  that Jesus is 
fulfillment of the Old Testament; 

 The voice from the cloud announces that Jesus is God’s beloved Son.  We should listen 
to him. The past is gone.  Let’s start anew. 

 

LESSONS: 
 



Like Abram, venture into new areas trusting in God: stop old habits of thought, behavior 
and doing things; these include: hand-outs, multiplying parties empty of ideologies, 
leaders with no vision; greed, graft, lies, foul language, etc. 

 Start anew, trust God and build a new Malawi.  Seek the good of one another by 
developing a spirit of altruism.  Venture into new areas; do not drop out of society, 
promote and foster the common good; 

 Like Timothy, let’s preach and witness to the Gospel without fear or shame. Let’s aim 
at changing people’s mentality.  Let’s enlighten people to stop looking at others as 
foils in their climb up the professional and political ladder. 

 Just as Jesus’ countenance changed on the mountain, let’s transform our hearts, 
minds, and governance of our country.  Let’s rid ourselves of leaders with no vision.  
Life is not an ego trip.  Let all communities derive blessing through you.  Endure pain 
and frustration for the benefit of others. Your primary focus should not be on your 
rights but responsibilities.  

 The Church is God’s beloved child in our days.  Let’s follow what our bishops have been 
teaching concerning democracy over the years.  Let the Liturgy inspire our lives.  We 
receive the Word and Eucharist not only to nourish us but to nourish others as well. 

 Unlike Peter who did not comprehend what was happening but wished to prolong the 
experience, let’s move on. 

TEACHINGS FROM BISHOPS’ PASTORAL LETTERS 

Like Abram’s call to leave his homeland and Jesus in the Transfiguration, the Bishops see the 
forthcoming Tripartite Elections as a critical moment: “Depending on our seriousness and the 
commitment of those to be elected, we will either miss the opportunity to rediscover and 
shape our destiny or we will make the most of it.”  (Strengthening the Vision of Our Destiny, 
1st December, 2013, p. 14); 

 The forthcoming Tripartite Elections provide us with the best opportunity for 
strengthening the vision of our destiny.  Essentially this entails conducting elections 
that are free, fair and credible and electing leaders that (like Abram and Jesus) have 
the desire, commitment, and capability of turning our country around. 

(Strengthening the Vision of Our Destiny, 1st December, 2013, p. 1) 

 It is not enough to have quality leadership if this is not inspired and anchored by a 
national development agenda.  Some development initiatives and strategies are 
clearly national in form and transformative in nature and, therefore, need to be 
depoliticised and continued irrespective of whichever government is in place. 

(Strengthening the Vision of Our Destiny, 1st December, 2013, p. 11) 

POINTS FOR REFLECTION 

 How can our faith help us transform our nation? 

 Like Abram’s journey from Haran to Canaan and Jesus’ journey from Galilee to 
Jerusalem brought blessings to all nations, how can we ensure that we elect leaders 
who will bring blessings to Malawi?  

 Just as the work of Moses and Elijah was fulfilled in Jesus, what should we do to enable 
that the good practices, policies and programmes meant for the national development 
agenda are sustained? 

 Like Abram who was called to leave the security of his homeland, how can we identify 
leaders who are ready to make sacrifices for the good of our nation? 


