
Ordination of three young Missionaries to diaconate in 
Merrivale, South Africa 
The 1st of December 2012 was indeed a joyful day for the society of the Missionaries of Africa and in 
the formation house in Merrivale, South Africa. Rt. Rev. Francisco J. Silota, Bishop of Chimoio 
Diocese in Mozambique, a member of the Society of the missionaries of Africa, ordained three 
young Missionaries to the Diaconate. He was assisted by Rt. Rev. Jan De Groef, M.Afr, Bishop of 
Bethlehem Diocese. Among those present were: Fr. Christopher Chileshe, the Provincial, Fr. Philippe 
Docq, the Delegate Superior of South Africa, Fr. Raphael Gasimba the Rector, the Religious and the 
academic staff of St. Joseph’s Theological Institute at Cedara. It was a joyful celebration as hundreds 
of Christians gathered from all over Kwa Zulu Natal Province and beyond to witness to this 
memorable event of the three young missionaries committing their lives to the service of the 
Church and to the people of God. 

                  
Those who were ordained deacons are: Afeku Pon Anthero from Uganda, Kalore Simeon 
Woldemichael from Ethiopia and Amani Bulambo Dieudonne from DRCongo. The first two have 
successfully completed their theological studies at St. Joseph’s Theological Institute, Cedara, while 
Deacon Amani will be finishing next year. Prior to the ordination, the three young men committed 
themselves to a missionary life by making their perpetual missionary Oath before the Provincial 
Superior of Southern Africa, Fr. Christopher Chileshe. 

In his homily, Bishop Silota urged the three deacons to live an exemplary life in their ministry and 
above all to be bearers of the Gospel. He further encouraged them to be always in solidarity with 
the most vulnerable, the oppressed and marginalised while seeking with them paths to justice, 
peace and reconciliation. The bishop further urged them to be docile to the Holy Spirit so that in 
spite of the difficulties and challenges which they may encounter in their missionary life, they may 
be able to find solace from St. Paul’s second letter to Timothy (2 Tim 4:7): ‘‘I have fought the good 
fight to the end; I have run the race to the finish; I have kept the faith’’. 

In his vote of thanks, and speaking on behalf of the two deacons, Deacon Anthero expressed 
heartfelt gratitude to all those who had taken part in their missionary vocation journey up to the 
present moment. He particularly thanked the parents for having sawn the seed of faith in their lives. 
He also expressed his gratitude to the formators, the lecturers at St Joseph, Cedara and to all the 
Christians and non-Christians who had come to support them on this joyful occasion of their lives. 
Lastly, he thanked the bishop for having accepted to come all the way from Mozambique to ordain 
them. Let us bless the Lord and continue to pray for our newly ordained deacons. 

By Harrison Banda M.Afr 
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