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Persistent late delivery of farming inputs harmful to food security, says the JCTR  

Timely delivery of farming inputs such as seeds is crucial to ensuring a good harvest. The delivery of 

adequate and timely inputs by the government is important to many small-scale farmers who 

continue to heavily rely on the Farmer Input Support Programme (FISP). This is why the delivery of 

farming inputs continues to attract attention from both the government and non-governmental 

stakeholders.  

The persistent late delivery of farming inputs to small-scale farmers is a cause for serious concern. 

What is worse is that late delivery of inputs seems to be the order of the day year after year.  In 

previous years, the provision of these inputs has not been timely much to the dismay of the 

farmers. We are well aware that steps have been taken by the government to resolve this problem. 

However, Small-scale farmers have, during the current 2012/2013 farming season, yet again been 

subjected to the late input delivery. ‘The delay in accessing farming inputs has a potential ripple 

effect that may translate into poor harvests, shortages of foods such as mealie-meal and price 

hikes’, observes JCTR’s Social Conditions Programme Manager, Daniel Mutale. The prevailing rate of 

input delivery possess a danger to both household and national food security as it may eventually 

lead to a repeat of high mealie-meal prices, witnessed in 2012, which were unaffordable to the 

poor majority.  

The cost of living as measured by the JCTR’s Basic Needs Basket (BNB) for the month of January 

2013 for an average family size of five living in Lusaka stood at K3,469,680 (KR3,469.68). Compared 

to BNB for December 2012 which was recorded at K3, 532,100 (KR3, 532.10), this shows an average 

reduction of K62, 420 (KR62.42). The observed reduction in the BNB can be attributed to, among 

others, price decreases in the cost of mealie-meal by K6000 (KR6) from K60, 900 (KR60.90) to K54, 

900 (KR54.90) in December 2012 and January 2013, respectively.  

Nonetheless, late delivery of farming inputs may lead to the long-run offsetting of the short-term 

reduction in the cost of living resulting from decreased mealie-meal prices. The JCTR, therefore, 

calls government to overhaul the current farming input delivery system because it is not only 

ineffective but can also harm household food security through poor harvests and eventually high 

food costs. 
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