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According to St. Thomas Aquinas as presented by Singer P., “whatever is contrary to the order of reason is 

contrary to the nature of a human being as such: and what is reasonable is in accordance with human nature as 

such. The good of a human being is being in accord with reason, and human evil is being outside the order of 

reasonableness…So human virtue which makes both the human person and his works is in accordance with human 

nature just in so far as it is in accordance with reason; and vice is contrary to human nature just in so far as it is 

contrary to the order of reasonableness” (Singer P. 1993: 165). Slavery is a problem that cannot be ignored in this 

modern Africa, because it has been a wound since ancient time, therefore, the case of this article is to show the 

contrariness of slavery to human nature especially in this modern Africa. 

It may be wise enough to give a thumbnail background to slavery in Africa so as to have a clear view of what is 

happening in the contemporary Africa. According to the research done by Donald, “before the arrival of the Arabs 

and Europeans in Africa slavery was already in existence. Some individuals who were considered useless in the 

society were capture and used to fight against enemies. Other were used to perform manual and domestic labour, 

some were used as concubines and others were to enhance the status of some individuals in the society” (Donald 

R. 1997).  

To present Allen William`s research, Miers S. Kopytoff. I say, “between 7th and 19th century, Arabs and Europeans 

arrived in Africa. Many Africans were bought in large numbers; they were tied up in chains and exported to Europe 

and other continents to perform Commercial and Agricultural labour. All this was as a result of economic 

development of that time well known as renaissance” (Miers S. Kopytoff: 1977).   

From the above elucidation we may have seen that slavery has a long history in Africa and what we are 

experiencing today is a continuation and a manifestation of the new forms of slavery. Therefore, we cannot 

ignore the problem of slavery in Africa today. 

In the light of St. Thomas Aquinas as understood by Robert Pasnau, by human nature Aquinas means more or less 

what we would expect from the human being, the essential feature or that which makes as human (Robert. 2002: 

7). Here the emphasis is on how man should act in the light of what he is or his rational nature as for Aquinas. Our 

central theme in this case is a human being and his rational nature in relation to his acts. In the first place we 

accept that a human being is a thinking being in as far as his rational nature is concerned. Therefore, he has the 

capacity to make reasonable judgments which are not only centreded at meeting his needs only, but also their 

effects to the community. Just like what other thinkers may have said, “any act, behavior or decision of a human 

being has an influence in the community in one way or another.” Therefore, in doing an action we ought to look 

also at its objective aspect and its influence to the society. 

It is the nature of man to make rational or reasonable act, though at times we are influenced by several factors 

that hinder us from doing rational acts. An act should be congruent to the law, meaning it should meet the 

demand of reason. This allows us to affirm that all reasonable acts are virtuous they floor from the nature of the 

human being and that which is not reasonable is a vice rival against the nature of the human being. It may also be 

termed as morally bad. Therefore, all reasonable acts should not be done by false because the nature of reason 

involves freedom. 

Looking at the nature of slavery today in Africa, we can see haw the dignity of humanity is violated. A human 

being is a dignified being because of his nature to reason and other characteristics, but today because of slavery 



and other immoral acts his nature is put at stake. The modern forms of slavery in Africa include human trafficking, 

child labour and many others. According to the UN protocol to prevent, suppress, and punish Trafficking in 

person, Human trafficking is defined as “the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of 

persons, by means of threat or use of false or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the 

abuse of power or of position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payment or benefits to achieve the 

consent of a person having control over another person for the purpose of exploitation.” From the above 

understanding we may testify with what is happening today if Africa were people are taken as commodities and 

means to achieve other people`s needs. 

In some cases children are taken to fight with guns in wars. Young girls and even women are taken to other 

countries rocked up in rooms and men go there to have sex with them.  This is against the nature of a human 

being, his freedom is denied. He cannot exercise his freedom and this is menacing the nature of a human being. 

Finally, the act of slavery is indeed against the nature of a human being. Slavery is not reasonable and is unnatural 

because it is contrary to the nature of reason. It denies a human being from expressing his freedom. Slavery is not 

the order of reason, whatever is contrary to the order of reason is contrary to the nature of the human beings, 

therefore slavery is a rival and a vice against human nature. 

 

 


