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EASTER 2013 

Editorial   

LET THE STAR OF HOPE SHINE OUT 

 
Dear confreres, 
 

One thing that the new Pope feels he is called upon to do as Bishop of Rome is to bring hope 

to the world.  “Let the star of hope shine out”, he says.  We all need hope, and we should all bring 

hope.  Speaking at his inaugural Mass on the 19th of March, Pope Francis explains how this can be 

done: by becoming guardians of Creation and by seeing every man and every woman with an eye of 

goodness and tenderness.  Yes, he says, with tenderness and we ought not to be afraid of 

tenderness.  Far from being an attitude of weakness, tenderness denotes strength of soul and the 

capacity for attention, compassion, and a true openness to one another.   

This rallying call from the Pope goes to the very heart of who we are called to be as 

Missionaries of Africa: caring for one another in community; caring about Justice and Peace; caring 

about Creation too; and going out to meet others in encounter and dialogue.  Goodness and 

tenderness are the attitudes of heart that are needed as we commit ourselves anew to fight the 

ways slavery continues today, in Africa and elsewhere.  Let us therefore, in this time after Easter, be 

more attentive to the beauty of Creation, let us respect it and praise God for it.  Let us approach 

our confreres in community, and indeed every person, with goodness and kindness.  Let us take 

care of the star of hope in our own hearts!  
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The Plenary Council 

In some ways, what Pope Francis has to say, ties in with the preparations for the plenary 

Council too, although of course from a different perspective.  Reading the synthesis we all received, 

I would like to summarize some major points with the following expression: contextualizing, 

broadening and deepening our mission.  Today we recognise the need to be more in tune with the 

social and cultural changes that are taking place in Africa and in our home countries.  We need to 

analyse these changes and find the challenges they put to evangelisation.  We also feel that our 

commitment to Justice and Peace, integrity of Creation, to Encounter and Dialogue need to be 

more explicitly linked to evangelisation.  And this in its turn requires us to deepen our faith in Jesus 

Christ as this Year of Faith invites us to.  Our life as missionaries only makes sense if it is based on 

the mystery of God’s love as revealed in the person and the life of his Son Jesus.  As we are 

reminded by the fathers of the Synod on the New Evangelisation: “We invite you all to contemplate 

the face of the Lord Jesus Christ, to enter the mystery of his life given for us on the cross, 

reconfirmed in his resurrection from the dead as the Father’s gift and imparted to us through the 

Spirit.”  In other words, in our continually changing world, in order to be truly Jesus’ missionaries, 

we have to listen to what the Spirit is saying.  This is the theme chosen by the General Council for 

the Plenary Council.   

Our Mission outside Africa 

An important task of any Plenary Council is to see whether what the last chapter decided 

has actually been accomplished.  One area where it was decided to do something is right here on 

our doorstep.  I am talking, of course, about the Society’s mission outside of Africa.  Three years 

down the road from the last Chapter, it is painful to recognise how little has actually been 

accomplished of what the Chapter was asking for.  If we continue like this, in a few years, the 

‘Mission outside of Africa’, will be no more than a dream as far as the European province is 

concerned.  And so I sincerely believe that if we and the Society believe in a mission for the Society 

outside of Africa, we must get down to work at several levels.   

The first thing we have to do as a Society is to elaborate our understanding of the ‘Mission 

outside of Africa’, explaining it and defining it.  The General Council invites all the confreres in the 

Society to participate in this reflection.  It puts the following question to us:  

The 2010 Chapter took on board “Our Mission outside Africa” without explaining or defining 

it sufficiently.  Some small steps have already been taken to make personnel available for 

missionary projects.  How can we redefine and further develop the potential of this “Mission 

outside of Africa”?  

So I am asking you to think seriously about that question, both as individuals and as 

communities, and to come up with some answers which you should send to the general secretary in 

Rome before the end of May.  It might also be a good idea to send a copy of what you wrote to 

your Sector Superior and to the Provincial Secretary.   
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Missionary Vocation Promotion 

A second level of reflection concerns Missionary Vocation Promotion (MVA).  The chapter 

decided: “Each location for missionary vocation promotion will be inserted into the local Church 

and will be a place of mission according to our missionary priorities. ”  (AC p. 40)  That means that 

the chapter regarded AMV as a very important part of our missionary presence here in Europe, 

closely connected with what we are trying to accomplish in our missionary projects.  In our post-

Capitular assembly, we only maintained three places as “Provincial” projects, without minimising 

the importance of the others or ignoring other approaches.  This decision had to be taken because 

of the lack of personnel in the Society especially with so many involved in initial formation.   

In May we will be having a Provincial AMV meeting in Cologne.  This meeting is a chance to 

weigh up the situation in the different sectors and to see what personnel we actually need.  It is 

very important that someone attend from each of the sectors.   

Missionary Projects 

Finally, when the provincial council meets in Brussels at the beginning of June, we shall 

again take up the General Council’s question.  The Provincial will report on his visits to the three 

missionary projects and also report on what is being done in Berlin, Madrid (Fundación Sur), and 

Roquetas, as well as raising the possibility of starting a new project in Birmingham.  We shall not 

forget that the most important service we render to the Society in our Province is to care for our 

elderly and sick confreres.  We shall take into consideration the demands of this service as well as 

all the feedback received from the vocations teams, the confreres and the communities.  And so we 

shall work out a response to be presented to Plenary Council.   

Guardians and keepers 

Dear confreres, someone famously said: “Everything begins in mysticism and ends in 

politics”.  Bishop Oger used to say: “Everything begins with charity and ends in administration.”  To 

avoid this pitfall, let’s just remember what the Pope said about us all being guardians, protectors, 

keepers.  Yes, I am the keeper of creation, the keeper of my confreres, the keeper of every man 

woman and child, especially the worst off.   

Happy Easter! 

André-L.  Simonart   
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JPIC / ED Coordinators’ Meeting 

Jan Mol and Paul Hannon were at the meeting which took place at Lourdel House, Kampala, 

from 20th to 28th November 2012  This is Paul’s report: 

The Importance of JPIC/ED 

In the peaceful setting of Lourdel House in 

Kampala, twenty-one confreres gathered 

from November 20th- 28th, 2012, for the 

meeting of JPIC / ED coordinators from the 

different provinces, all but one (EPO) of which 

were represented. Rudi Lenhertz, Sector 

Delegate for Uganda, warmly welcomed 

everyone to Lourdel House. An opening 

prayer led by Innocent Maganya invited us all 

– on the feast of the Presentation of Mary – 

to commit ourselves once more to the will of 

the Father and to commend our work and our 

deliberations to the intercession of Mary. This 

first day was devoted to reports from the 

provinces on the activities currently being 

undertaken in the field of JPIC and ED. 

Reference was made to the endeavours of 

confreres, working individually or in teams, to 

specialized institutes and centres, and to the 

attitude and commitment shown by confreres 

towards JPIC and ED. Richard Nnyombi 

concluded this section of the meeting with a 

report on his own work as the Society’s 

coordinator. Concerns raised in the sharing 

with followed the reports included how to 

overcome the misapprehension of some 

confreres who still view JPIC and ED as 

‘extras’, supplements to their normal duties; 

how work in these fields is financed; and the 

need for greater collaboration with local 

churches and more systematic networking 

between our provinces. 

 

The Role of the Coordinator 

Peter Welsh took the floor on the second day 

and introduced the topic of the role of the 

coordinator. His intention was not to tell 

confreres what each must do as the JPIC 

and/or ED coordinator for a province. His 

purpose was rather to inspire in those present 

a reflection on their work. Each one of us is a 

unique individual with a particular 

background and experience, capacities – 

talents and skills, hopes and aspirations. Each 

one of us works in a particular context and 

each is called to serve in a ‘system’ – our 

Society of the Missionaries of Africa. In group 

discussions which followed, consideration was 

given to the qualities and skills needed by an 

efficient coordinator and the type of activities 

he must undertake. A call was made for a set 

of Guidelines for Provincial Coordinators – 

orientations, not rigid rules – which might be 

adapted by the particular person to his 

particular context within the Society. 

 

 



P a g e  | 5 

 

The link between JPIC and ED 

The essential link between JPIC and ED was 

the theme of the third day of the meeting. 

Emmanuel Ngona introduced the topic 

reminding us all that a) the last Chapter 

Documents and the subsequent Post 

Capitular Assemblies emphasized the strong 

link between our specific charism as 

Missionaries of Africa for Encounter and 

Dialogue and our commitment to 

Reconciliation, Justice and Peace; b) our Post 

Capitular Assemblies recognized that 

Encounter – meeting people – is the basis for 

everything. Justice and Peace is lived by lives 

of nearness and compassion, works of charity, 

education and the defence of human rights; 

and c) we have much to learn about 

Encounter from the attitudes of Jesus Christ 

before healing or coming to the aid of a 

person in need. 

 

In the group discussions which followed 

Emmanuel’s introduction, confreres 

emphasized the importance of that essential 

Encounter and Dialogue we are called to live 

each day in community life. Our openness to 

meet others and the quality of our listening to 

others – both necessary for any task of Justice 

and Peace work – start and are given practical 

expression in our communities. The qualities 

of patience and perseverance in the work of 

JPIC / ED were seen as necessary 

requirements. To the method of ‘See, Judge, 

Act’ we might add ‘Wait’! 

A visit to Sharing 

On Day 4, we joined the confreres working at 

Sharing Youth Training Centre for a full day’s 

programme of celebrations organized by the 

Sector for the 125th Anniversary of the 

Antislavery Campaign conducted by our 

founder. 

 

Speakers included Fr. Richard Nnyombi, Mrs 

Miria Matembe, a former member of the Pan-

African Parliament, a spokesperson on behalf 

of the work of the John Paul II Justice and 

Peace Centre in Kampala and a senior officer 

in the Ugandan Police. Students at Sharing 

prepared and served an excellent lunch and 

various groups entertained the assembly of 

invited guests with songs, dance and theatre. 

Historic Pilgrimage 

Sunday was a very full day of pilgrimage visits 

to several places of interest. We celebrated 

Mass at Kigungu near Entebbe on the spot 

where the first Catholic missionaries landed in 

February, 1879. Further stops were made at 

the church in Kisubi, the Cathedral at Rubaga, 

the parish in Nabulagala and the Shrine of the 

Martyrs at Namugongo before those who still 

had staying power concluded the day with an 

evening display of traditional dancing and 
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music at the Ndere Cultural Centre in 

Kampala.  

 

JPIC/ED Centres and the Parishes 

When we returned to the meeting room on 

Monday 26th, Richard Nnyombi introduced a 

discussion on the links – those which already 

exist and those which might be further 

strengthened – between the parishes where 

we work and the centres for JPIC / ED which 

we run or in which we collaborate with 

others. In the group discussions which 

followed his presentation, confreres shared 

examples of the way in which parish work and 

the work of specialized centres might work in 

tandem. The day was blessed by two vivid 

examples of Justice and Peace work in action. 

We welcomed the Archbishop of Gulu, Mgr. 

John Baptist Odama, who gave a moving 

testimony in his outline of the origins and 

activities of the Lord’s Resistance Army and of 

his own involvement in seeking to bring 

reconciliation and peace to the troubled 

North of Uganda. Later in the day, the work of 

the John Paul II Justice and Peace Centre, 

situated just nearby, was explained by a team 

of its members who came to speak on the 

different fields their activities spanned 

including Education and Training, Research 

and Advocacy.  

Witness of the Local Church 

On the final day of the meeting, Cardinal 

Wamala made a brief visit to greet those 

assembled for the meeting and thanked all for 

their efforts in the work of JPIC / ED. Mgr. 

Giuseppe Filippi, Bishop of Kotido, gave an 

interesting talk on the work of the local 

church in matters of Justice and Peace. He 

spoke of those issues which required 

arbitration, reconciliation and peace-building 

in his diocese where land and cattle disputes 

had often been settled by violent means. The 

local church in his diocese had also made 

great efforts to confront cases of human 

trafficking, child abuse and domestic violence. 

The final part of the meeting concentrated on 

the 125th Anniversary celebrations – those 

already held and those planned in the 

different provinces. In the evaluation which 

concluded the meeting, confreres felt that a 

number of important issues had been raised. 

They felt encouraged to continue their work 

as coordinators and hoped to improve 

communications and networking within and 

between the provinces. 

 

 

Jan Mol (JPIC)         -            Coordinators        -          Paul Hannon (ED) 
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Some of the activities, organized by the Spanish Sector, 

highlighting Slavery in Africa. 

During this anniversary year, the confreres 

of the Spanish Sector 

are engaged in many 

activities highlighting 

the reality of 

continuing slavery in 

Africa: first of all, at 

the level of our own Society, “Lavigerie’s 

Family”, if you like; then at the level of 

“Africa Fundacion Sur”, and finally in 

collaboration with various other Missionary 

Institutions.   

The  commemoration of the 125th 

anniversary of our 

Founder’s Anti-Slavery 

Campaign began when 

six of his missionaries, 

Missionaries of Africa 

and Missionary Sisters 

of Our Lady of Africa 

met to decide on a plan for the activities 

during this important year.  Then, on 8th 

December, as Lavigerie’s Family celebrated 

the Feast of the Society on the Immaculate 

Conception, Lazaro Bustince 

(photo) gave a presentation 

on his campaign, based on 

the reports of the first 

missionaries. 

So, as Lavigerie’s own family, our missionary 

magazine “Africana” dedicated January’s 

issue to the theme of ‘The Slaveries of 

Africa’ and several confreres have written 

articles for other 

publications or given 

talks which have been 

widely publicized.  Both 

Bartolome Burgos 

(photo) and Lazaro Bustince 

have written on the subject 

of ‘The Slaveries of Africa’; 

and Justo Laconza (photo) 

gave a conference at the 

“Fundacion Amberes”. 

The “Africa Fundacion Sur” are organizing a 

number of conferences and seminars, as 

well as taking part in some radio and 

television programmes to emphasize the 

fact that slavery still exists in Africa and 

elsewhere.  Our confreres will be giving 

conferences at the Universities of Madrid, 

Seville, and Salamanca. 

Nine missionary 

congregations, as well 

as representatives of 

the local church, are 

working together to make people more 

aware of this problem in Africa and 

elsewhere, through the media, radio, 

television, university conferences and 

liturgical celebrations.  In April, a televised 

Mass will focus on the theme of modern 

slaveries in Europe and Africa.  An interview 

with Lazaro Bustince will be broadcast 

before the Mass. 
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Then on May 18th, there 

will be a day of reflection, 

dealing with many of these 

burning issues: Masabo 

Damaso (photo) will talk 

about “People Trafficking” 

and other abuses in the Great Lakes region, 

while Begoña Iñarra (photo) will address the 

probable of “Land Grabbing in Africa”.  

Other speakers will give 

a witness from their 

personal experience, 

including Pilar Casas 

who works with 

expatriate girls involved 

in prostitution in 

Madrid, Samuel Aremu, originally from 

Nigeria, on his experience of working in 

near slavery condition in Seville; and 

Daouda Thiam (photo) who 

set out from Senegal and 

eventually arrived in Spain.  

A Mass, organised by San 

Egido, for all those who lost 

their lives trying to cross 

from Africa to Spain will be celebrated on 

23rd June, and there will be a public vigil of 

prayer in the main Plaza de España in 

Madrid on 19th October. 

 

A PRAYER FOR AN 

END TO TRAFFICKING  

(this prayer is used by our SAP confreres) 

 

 God, our words cannot 

express what our minds can 

barely comprehend and our 

hearts feel when we hear of men, 

women and children deceived 

transported to unknown places, forced 

into prostitution or other forms of 

labour for the financial gain of 

traffickers – their slaveholders. 

Our hearts are saddened and our spirits 

angry that their dignity and rights are 

transgressed through threats, deception 

and force. 

We cry out against the degrading 

practice of trafficking and pray for it to 

end.  Protect all victims, especially our 

young and vulnerable. 

Let your tender love and care surround 

all present victims of trafficking.  

Deliver them, O God, from their 

perpetrators’ hands. 

Give us the courage and wisdom to 

stand in solidarity with them, that 

together we will find ways to the 

freedom that is your gift to all of us. 

Amen. 

  

O 
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For Africans in Belgium 

The Amani Centre is one of the European 

missionary projects because it is run by the 

European Province. 

But it is a project set up in Brussels, for 

Belgium and the Africans living in Brussels. 

The History of the Centre 

The Centre has a long 

history, going back to 

1989, which you can read 

about in the history of 

the Belgian Province.1  

However, what started as 

a Belgian initiative, has 

since become truly 

international.  Already in 

2000, Damien Watine, a 

Frenchman, took charge 

of the project, and he was 

succeeded by Andrew 

Anab  from Ghana.  Now, 

the project is living up to 

true White Fathers’ 

internationality, with a team of three, who 

live in community: 

Brother Simon Gornah, 

also from Ghana, is in 

charge of the Centre, and 

the other members of the 

team are Gilles Mathorel 

from France and Jan 

                                                           
1
 Serge Desouter MAfr, J’ai tout aimé en Afrique.  

L’Histoire des Pères Blancs Belges, Averbode, 2012 

Lenssen, who is more local.  Besides coming 

from different countries, they bring a vast 

experience from many different parts of 

Africa where they have worked, namely 

Kenya, Rwanda, Tunisia, and Zambia. 

Changing role 

The original idea was to welcome mainly the 

people arriving from Congo, but now the 

doors have been opened to welcome all the 

Africans in Brussels and there are very many 

from many different backgrounds. 

 

Right at the beginning, the Centre was 

thought of as the Africans’ parish.  It even 

took charge of baptisms, weddings, and 

funerals, so many people came to the Centre 

to arrange for these sacraments.  More 

recently, in an effort to get the Africans more 

involved in the parishes where they live, we 

have been asked by the diocese, not to 

continue the catechetical and sacramental 

side of our pastoral work.  It was a very wise 

decision, from many points of view; but one 

which changed completely the role and the 
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attractiveness of the Centre.  There are many 

other charities and NGOs set up to provide 

material help and assistance for immigrants in 

the Capital region.  The purpose of the Amani 

Centre has always been more pastoral and 

spiritual.   So, as the Africans’ situation 

changes, what role does it have to play in the 

future? 

Activities at the Amani Centre 

 

Of course, the economic crisis is not making 

life any easier for people who are already 

struggling and we are getting more and more 

people coming along with big financial 

difficulties.  Besides this charitable work, 

there are a group of young people whose 

academic qualifications are not recognised 

outside of their own country.  So we are 

organising courses to help them prepare to 

obtain some Belgian qualifications.  We have 

also just recently restarted a scheme to 

provide children’s activities during the school 

holidays, especially at half term.  Good for the 

kids, but also a great help for moms and dads 

who have to go to work.  About fifteen 

youngsters from 8 to 12 took part the other 

week. 

The Future 

There are so many other things that we could 

be doing at Amani, but what we could really 

use is some new blood:  two of the team are 

already old age pensioners!  Perhaps, Amani’s 

future lies in closer cooperation with the 

other associations working with and for 

Africans and young people. 

Role within the Local Church 

The service that we may in fact be best to 

deliver, given our experience of working in an 

international situation in our Missions is 

perhaps to help these Africans become more 

integrated into the life of their new adoptive 

home. 

Any offers of help? 

So there are many opportunities to be of 

service to Africans and the African world here 

in Brussels.  So if you feel like getting 

involved, don’t wait until you are on your last 

legs to do so. 

Gilles Mathorel 

  



P a g e  | 11 

 

 

News of the confreres 

Etienne Renaud is the one who is in the best health out of the four 

confreres in Marseilles.  He keeps going with his activities far and 

wide.  The meetings between Imams and clergy still continue.  “We 

can even dare to touch on some of the more vexing questions”, he 

told me2.  He is preparing a series of talks about Charles de Foucault 

and will be preaching a retreat for the Xaverian Sisters. 

Etienne talked to me about the importance of internal dialogue within a religion.  

The Muslims will never accept criticism from outsiders.  Only fellow believers can 

contribute to a new awareness perhaps a new openness among Muslims.  And it 

would be good if Christians could agree on a common attitude towards Muslims. 

Jean François Galtier perseveres despite everything; he is philosophic about his 

health problems, and remains very active in the parish, or should I say two parishes, 

Notre Dame Limite and Saint Antoine, giving particular attention to catechetics and 

religious instruction.  He is also the local bursar “and” looks after the confreres well, 

at least there are no complaints.  Jean François would like to be replaced as Parish 

Priest in the summer of 2014. 

Raphaël Deillon is quite happy in Marseilles.  He keeps busy giving English lessons 

and literacy classes, as a letter-writer, and at a social centre called la Cité Solidarité.  

He also keeps in touch with the Youth Group founded by the Abbé Durin.              His 

presence is very much appreciated.  As Etienne says “It’s great having someone else 

with experience of Islam”.  In his spare time, he is also translating Frank Nolan’s 

book!  His own book “Par la bouche des enfants, des tout-petits”  (Out of the mouth 

of babes and sucklings) has just been published.  Although he still hopes to get back to North Africa, 

one day, Raphaël, will soon be getting an appointment within the Province of Europe.  

Jacques Lacour recently had to have a new stent put in to replace the one had done 

15 years ago.  He continues with his commitments to the church and also work with 

the African community and other migrants.  Jacques is also much appreciated as 

community superior and just has accepted  a second mandate.   

 

We hope to have an African confrere in Marseille by 2014.  

 

                                                           
2
 from notes made by the Provincial when he visited in January 2013. 
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                   (Promoting Encounter between Cultures and Religions in Europe) 

In keeping with his role in PECRE, Hans Vöcking recently took part in a 

one day conference as part of an international symposium in the 

French Parliament on the question of Ethics and Interculturality.  The 

main aim of the reflection was to find new channels of 

communication between the religious world and the secular 

especially in the context of the Euro-Mediterranian region in the 

areas of government, education and business.  In his introductory 

speech, Mr Germin Peiro, who had organised the meeting, urged his 

listening to make the necessary effort to get beyond differences to 

what they had in common, for the common good.  In the domain of interculturality, he said, 

there was something new to learn every day.  Hans makes two comments on this day of 

reflection: First of all, the French State's strict neutrality as regards religion and religions, far 

from producing ignorance and indifference, actually guarantees the Muslims’ freedom of 

conscience, even within the National Assembly, which is paradoxically, the very "Temple" of 

French secularism.  Secondly, most of the 70 or so people taking part were in fact French and 

Italian people who had converted to Islam and members of Ahmadiyya Idrissiyya, a Sufi group.  

None of the representatives of the bodies that organised the conference were immigrant on 

naturalised Muslims.  It was also striking how many women were involved. It takes two to 

tango - encounter and dialogue go both ways: 

Mr. Abdellah BOUSSOUF, Secretary General of the Moroccan Community Overseas 

(CCME) visited PECRE on 5th March 2013 and this is what he wrote in the Visitor’s 

Book: 

“Today I’ve had the chance to meet a brother that I haven’t 

seen for years.  He’s a Christian and I’m a Muslim, but as we 

shared a few moments together it became an important time 

for us spiritually, strengthening that greater spiritual bond 

which unites us in what we are doing, each one working in 

his own community.  What we are doing for the sake of our 

two communities is so important today, as we face the great 

challenges of saving lives and human dignity.” 
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      Spirituality and the way we live it. 

(At the last Provincial Council Meeting the members shared their experiences 

concerning the Spiritual Animation of our communities.  Here is something from 

Helmut Revers) 

We are men of God. The way we live our faith or our spirituality is important for us. Yet we don’t speak 

much about it – it is so personal! Can I trust my confrere with such delicate information?  At the beginning 

of last year I presented this topic to our confreres and I asked them, to reflect about this subject and – if 

possible – to write something down and pass it on to me. To make it easier I suggested to make a short 

biography and to ask oneself: What were and are the main values which motivated and animated me? 

There were no negative reactions. Some thought it right away to be a good initiative and several sent me 

during the year their reflections. In addition I picked up some indications of the spiritual life of confrere 

during my visits. At the beginning of this year I made a short summary of it all and added my own 

observations which I sent to each confrere personally. During our last Sector Council meeting this was 

welcomed. Even if not everyone says so : the text continues to help our personal reflection and prayer and 

can/will be used during recollection days. These are a few points out of my paper : 

1. Although our founder wanted us to be inspired by the Ignatian Spirituality, he did not want us to 

copy it; and we did not. It remains to be seen what each one associates with the word « Ignatian 

Spirituality ». Many remember a rigid spiritual system of prayer, obedience and action. This time 

we want to look at our inner motivation. What makes me live the way I actually live? 

2. Sources of inner energy are my own talents and God’s continuing grace. 

3. Many other elements influence the way I live my faith : 

- My childhood experiences 

- My experience of Second World War, prisoner of war camp, being a refugee. 

- The formation programme with the White Fathers. Pleasant and unpleasant experiences, e.g. 

during the novitiate. 

- Africa. My ideas of church and mission when I started. My experiences in parishes and 

communities in Africa etc.  

4. Developments in the understanding of « mission » 

From “Planting the church “ to “Working for the kingdom of God“. 

From “being in charge“ to “collaboration in local church“. 

From  “helping the poor“ to “helping them help themselves“ 

5. Importance of Esprit de Corps i.e. community 

6. My spirituality is influenced by my own limitations; various dependencies; the feeling of being 

excluded; depression. 

7. Sometimes we might feel that Africa and its church don’t need me anymore. A feeling of 

uselessness influences greatly my spirituality. 

8. Despite it all my spirituality is my faith that Jesus is risen, has conquered all evil, is alive and wants 

me to be fully alive. 
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MVA (Poland) 

Promotion & Formation House 

For 27 years now, the M.Afr community in 

Poland has been both a centre for 

Missionary and Vocations outreach and at 

the same time a house of formation, first in 

the city of Lublin and now since 2003, just 

outside the city in a place called Natalin.  

These two aspects of our involvement for 

Africa have always been considered as a 

core of our activities in Poland. 

Community in Natalin 

The community at Natalin, in Poland, has 

stayed the same since 2011:  Otto Katto and 

Dariusz Zielinski take care of Missionary 

Animation and Vocations;  Antoni 

Markowski looks after all the publications 

and helps with formation; and Franciszek 

Szczurek is both Rector and Sector Superior. 

Candidates for Missionary Life 

 Sometimes many, sometimes not so many, 

we have always had candidates for the 

missionary life.  We started this academic 

year with two.  Unfortunately only one 

remains; however, there are still five other 

Polish candidates who continue with their 

formation at different levels and in various 

centres in Africa.  As we looking at the 

diminishing number of vocations, we try to 

keep in mind the urgent call of our Lord:  

“Ask the master of the harvest to send 

workers into his harvest” (Mt 9:38). 

Visiting Parishes and Schools 

 

We realize that nowadays, even in Poland, 

not many people will come knocking on our 

door and asking to be admitted as 

candidates.  So that is why we have to get 

out and spread the news that there is still 
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need for workers in the Lord’s harvest.  To 

that end, our vocations team works 

tirelessly.  Since the beginning of 2013, 

Darek and Otto have visited 8 parishes and 

19 schools, and each time they take the 

opportunity to preach and talk to the 

people. 

Youth Mission Group 

In the parish where we belong we have 

started a mission group for the youth. They 

meet regularly to pray for the missions and 

to learn more about what missionaries are 

doing to spread the Good News, especially 

in Africa.  We hope that they will continue 

with their eagerness and commitment. 

Open Mass 

 

Something that has been going on a lot 

longer and which is surely a lasting sign of 

our presence within the Polish Church is the 

Open Mass that we organise each month 

and to which we invite parishioners of our 

parish, friends of the Missionaries of Africa 

and families of our confreres. 

Exhibition of African Art 

Each time, there is a talk or presentation 

about some problem which we encounter 

as missionaries.  It is always an opportunity 

to pray for our own Society, for missionaries 

everywhere and most especially for the 

Church in Africa.  It also gives our guests a 

chance to visit the African Art exhibition 

which, thanks to the generosity of our 

Spanish confreres, who shared part of their 

collection with us, has found a permanent 

place in our house. 

 

On many occasions the African art is also 

being shown in schools, parish centres and 

town halls.  We are doing this to make 

people more aware of who the White 

Fathers, what kind of work we are doing in 

Africa and to give the younger generation a 

little “taste” the African continent; in the 

hope, of course, that some of them might 

feel called by the Lord to serve Him as  

missionaries in Africa.  We are often invited 

by the media too, to speak about mission 
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and specific events in Africa.  In this we 

collaborate with MSOLA and also with other 

missionary congregations in their animation 

work. 

First Cycle Formation House 

The M.Afr house in Natalin, also serves as 

the first cycle formation house for our 

candidates.  They are taking their 

Philosophy courses and attending lectures 

at the Metropolitan Seminary, which is 

affiliated to the Catholic University of 

Lublin.  In the house they get an 

introduction to White Fathers’ spirituality, 

learn about the history of the Society and  

 

begin language classes.  Here, they are 

being introduced to the charism of the 

Society, especially community life, a love of 

Africa and the people of Africa; and 

unconditional service to those in need.  This 

is being done for the moment through 

voluntary work in an institution for 

handicapped children.  Whenever possible, 

we also try to spend free time together, 

perhaps taking a day off, or even a few days 

to go skiing in the mountains. Why not? 

 

All this would be a bit more meaningful if 

we had a few more candidates.  But for a 

time being we thank God for what we have 

and continue to pray for more. 

The future 

There will be a few changes in our 

community in the very near future.  Frank 

Barnes (photo) will be arriving in August 

2013 and will take over responsibility for 

formation.         Then the following year, we 

hope to see two more new confreres, since 

Darek and Otto will have finished the time 

of their appointment and we trust they will 

work in the Lord’s vineyard, accepting the 

challenges of missionary and vocational 

animation with the same determination and 

courage as they did. 

But most of all, we hope and pray for more 

candidates to ensure that the future of our 

Society will be brighter. 

Franciszek Szczurek, Sector Delegate 

VOCATIONS PRAYER 

(as used by our communities in England) 

 

Father it was love that 

prompted Your Son to come 

and win everlasting 

happiness for us. 

Send the same love into the 

hearts of many young people. 

May they accept to follow 

Christ’s example and share 

their knowledge and 

love of You with the 

people of Africa. 

Mary Queen of apostles 

pray for us. 
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News from GB

Greetings from the Sector House in London.  

Last month the Sector was pleased to 

welcome Jos Van Boxel for an official visit.  

During his time here he was able to visit all 

the houses of the Sector in London (two), in 

Glasgow (one) and in 

Birmingham (one).  

Each confrere was 

given the opportunity 

to meet with him and 

now we await the 

report on his visit.        

In addition he attended a meeting of the 

Sector Council.  We are looking forward to 

another distinguished visitor in June, Andre 

Simonart, will be spending a week in the 

Sector. 

Little Ealing Lane 

Here at the Sector House have a resident 

community of active retired confreres, a 

student confrere and the Sector Superior 

and Treasurer making a total of eleven.  Our 

remaining rooms are well used by confreres 

on home leave and visitors especially during 

the summer months. 

Corfton Road 

The second house in 

London (Corfton Road) 

is now the centre for all 

our promotion and 

fundraising activities in 

England and Wales.  

We are very fortunate that the dioceses still 

welcome us for missionary appeals but as 

we grow older it is increasingly difficult to 

meet the requests and invitations. 

Sutton Coldfield 

Our house in 

Birmingham (Sutton 

Coldfield) is now a 

residence for a small 

community who are engaged in pastoral 

work, retreat ministry and missionary 

appeals.   Soon we hope to extend our 

presence in the Archdiocese of Birmingham 

to include a ministry of Justice, Peace, 

Encounter and Dialogue. 

Scotland 

In Scotland (Rutherglen) 

our community is 

actively engaged in 

missionary appeals and 

missionary promotion.  

It is there that our new 

magazine Editor, Donald 

MacLeod, is now based. 

Besides our magazine 

we are currently updating and improving 
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our website in the UK.  Glasgow has also 

become a favoured place for those wishing 

to improve their skills in English as we have 

found a very good language school there. 

Oak Lodge and St. Edward’s 

“The Good Old Days ? ” St Edwards (1961) 

Many of you will remember our houses in 

north London, Oak Lodge and Totteridge.  

Oak Lodge (photo) has been sold and is 

being developed into a luxury house and the 

developer is waiting for 

planning permission to do 

the same on the site of 

the old St Edwards. 

Antislavery Campagne3 

We will celebrate the 

125th Anniversary of the 

Anti Slavery campaign of 

Cardinal Lavigerie with 

two events.  First on 

17th April, together with 

the Missionary Sisters of 

Our Lady of Africa, we will host a day of 

reflection entitled “Antislavery – The 

                                                           
3 
www.thewhitefathers.org.uk/me
dia.html is worth checking out. 

Campaign Continues”.  At this event the 

keynote speaker will be the Most Reverend 

Michael Fitzgerald. 

Museum of Slavery 

Secondly during our Annual Reunion we will 

invite a speaker from the 

city of Liverpool Council 

to address us – that city 

was the first to apologise 

for its participation in 

the slave-trade.  There 

will also be, during this 

Reunion, a visit to the 

“Museum of Slavery” in Liverpool. 

 

Local boy made good! 

In September our 

common retreat will be 

led by a former junior 

seminarian of the White 

Fathers, Dom Cuthbert 

Johnson, who later 

became the Abbott of 

Quarr Abbey – a 

Solesmes foundation on 

the Isle of Wight. 

http://www.thewhitefathers.org.uk/media.html
http://www.thewhitefathers.org.uk/media.html

