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JCTR calls for a holistic approach in tackling Mealie-meal prices. 
The affordability and accessibility of mealie-meal has been a topical issue for sometime. This is not surprising 

given that mealie-meal is a staple food for the majority Zambians. It is therefore not surprising that the 

commodity of such strategic importance continues to attract attention from various stakeholders. 

From August 2012, instability in the price of mealie-meal across the country was a cause for concern. To 

mitigate the instability, government intervened directly by engaging millers, to reduce the price of mealie-

meal by an average of K 2, 000 (KR2). Notwithstanding government intervention, the price continued to be 

high across the country. According to the evidence obtained by the JCTR through the basic needs basket 

surveys, the price of the commodity continued to not only be high but was increasing. Apart from Lusaka 

where the cost of mealie-meal only reduced marginally by K400 from K47, 400 to K47, 000 recorded in 

September 2012 and October 2012, respectively, other towns across Zambia showed varying increases in the 

commodity price. The remaining towns recorded varying mealie-meal price increases from  September 2012 

to October 2012, respectively; K46,300 to K54, 500 in Kasama, K37, 300 to K41, 600 in Livingstone, K42, 200 to 

K46, 300 in Mansa,K49, 200 to K49, 700 in Ndola,  K49, 000 to K49, 300 in Luanshya and  K43, 400 to K43, 900 

in Monze.  

‘‘That the price of mealie-meal continued to be high implies government’s intervention was not effective in 

making the commodity affordable across the nation’’, notes Mr. Daniel Mutale, Social Conditions Programme 

Manager at the JCTR. Not long, government directed that the retail price of a 25Kg be K50, 000 (KR50). Yet 

again this intervention was not effective. Last week government intervened again to raise prices of Mealie-

meal from their earlier ceiling price of K50, 000 to K55, 000 per 25 Kg bag. This was done on account of 

factoring in the transportation costs.  

The cost of living as measured by the JCTR’s Basic Needs Basket (BNB) for the month of March 2013 for an 

average family size of five living in Lusaka stood at K3, 616, 180 (KR 3, 616.1800). Compared to the Basic 

Needs Basket (BNB) for the month of February 2013 which was K3, 645, 440 (KR3, 645.44), this shows a 

reduction of K29, 260 (KR 29.26). The decrease in the BNB is due to, among other factors, the reduction in the 

cost of Kapenta from K123, 300 (KR123.30) per Kg to K88, 900 (KR88.90). However, the average Mealie-meal 

price of K53, 400(KR53. 40) is still high for the majority poor.  

While the JCTR appreciates the government efforts in addressing the problem of Mealie-meal prices, the 

effectives of government interventions is yet to be seen. Therefore, the JCTR calls government to consider a 

holistic and long-term approach in addressing the high cost of mealie-meal price. ‘‘There is need for a 

comprehensive approach which consider the interests of all stakeholders such as farmers, cooperatives, 

retailers, ZNFU and FRA’’ notes Social Conditions programme manager Daniel Mutale.  
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