
Some notes about Mozambique 
 
Maputo 
Maputo (city, Mozambique), formerly Lourenço Marques, city, southeastern Mozambique, capital and 
largest community of the country, located on Delagoa Bay (an arm of the Indian Ocean). Maputo's 
protected deepwater harbor serves as Mozambique's main port and as an important outlet for the 
landlocked countries of Zambia and Zimbabwe. Exports include cotton, coal, sugar, sisal, and 
processed food. The city's manufactures include refined petroleum, building materials, clothing, 
footwear, and food products. An old Portuguese fortress (1787) and the ultramodern Mousinho de 
Albuquerque Square are major landmarks. Tourists are attracted by the fine sand beaches here. In the 
city are Eduardo Mondlane University (1962), the Museum of Natural History, and the National 
Library. 
Maputo was founded in the late 18th century in a region visited (1544) by the Portuguese trader 
Lourenço Marques for whom it was named until the present name was adopted in 1976. It replaced 
Moçambique as the colonial capital of Portuguese East Africa in 1907 and continued as capital when 
the country achieved independence in 1975. Population (1997) 989,386. 
 
Starvation in Mozambique in1992 
A peace agreement signed in October raised hopes for an end to violence in war-torn Mozambique, 
but the prospect for recovery was marred by the worst southern African drought in the 20th century, 
which pushed more than 3 million Mozambicans to the brink of starvation. 
 
Peace Agreement. 
After more than two years of negotiations, mediated in Rome by Italian government and Catholic 
Church officials, Mozambican President Joaquim Chissano and rebel leader Afonso Dhlakama signed a 
peace agreement on October 4. A cease-fire went into effect 12 days later, formally ending over 16 
years of externally instigated insurgency by the Mozambique National Resistance (Renamo), which 
was backed first by Rhodesia (now known as Zimbabwe) and then by South Africa. 
The agreement stipulated that Zimbabwean and Malawian troops stationed in Mozambique at the 
government's request, to help guard transport routes, be withdrawn immediately and that both 
government troops and Renamo soldiers be regrouped into assembly points. A new national Army 
was to be formed, made up of 30,000 troops, half contributed by the government and half by 
Renamo, with training aided by personnel from Britain, France, and Portugal. A joint commission of 
the government and Renamo, along with a small United Nations monitoring force, was to be 
responsible for overseeing implementation of the agreement. 
The accord also called for multiparty elections within a year, with Renamo eligible to participate 
along with the new parties formed under Mozambique's 1990 constitution. Virtually all of the 
elections' cost, projected at some $80 million, was to be paid with international aid. In the period 
before the elections, the police and the Mozambican intelligence service were to be overseen by two 
commissions, each including six representatives from the government, six from Renamo, and nine 
citizens appointed by President Chissano after consultation with all political forces in the country. 
Early difficulties in implementing the accord included several Renamo attacks on small towns in 
northern Mozambique and delays by Renamo in appointing its representatives to the cease-fire 
commission. In mid-December the United Nations sent a peacekeeping force of about 7,500 to the 
country. Mozambicans were nevertheless cautious in their celebration and fearful that Renamo, 
which delayed the cease-fire for over two years by repeated stalling in negotiations, would also prove 
slow to put it into practice. Recent indiscipline within the government Army, Renamo's long history of 
brutality and terror, and the widespread availability of weapons in a country at risk of famine, were 
additional obstacles to establishing a new military force capable of maintaining security. 
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