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Kolibo Vocation Centre is a Pre-First Phase Centre based in Serenje, some 440 km North of Lusaka, Zambia. 

This Centre was opened in 1990 and it came about as a result of the growing numbers of young people who 

showed interest in the way of life of the Missionaries of Africa. Thus, the idea of coming up with this Centre 

was to give these young men a favourable environment where they would have ample time to discover their 

vocation. The purpose of Kolibo Centre was to guide these young men in the process of discernment, while 

also preparing them for formation.  

The Centre is named after Fr. Jean-Marie Colibault. In the ears of the local 

people, Colibault sounded like “Kolibo” and that is how they started to call 

him. Fr. Colibault (Kolibo) was an extremely zealous Missionary who worked in 

the Luapula Province of Zambia. For the people, be they Catholics or members 

of other denominations, Fr. Colibault was not only zealous but also a saint. He 

was a man of prayer and it was through prayer that he found strength to 

continue his work with great fervour and commitment. Naming the Centre 

after Fr. Colibault (Kolibo) was a way of emulating him and inspiring young 

people who would pass through the Centre with his passion for the Mission. 

The centre welcomes young men for vocation weeks which we call “Come and 

See”. Here, young people who have applied and kept in touch with us for 

more than a year are invited to come and stay with us for a period of one week. Prior to this, we would have 

visited their families and parishes also. They come to know more about us and our way of life. They do this 

through a personal experience, which no doubt helps them to see if the Lord is calling them to this way of 

life. At the same time we also get to know them a bit more. Actually, it is from these Vocation Weeks that we 

select those who show signs of the true spirit and desire for the way of life that the Society of the 

Missionaries of Africa proposes. Those who are selected then come back for six months of discernment and 

preparation for the First Cycle. This period is in a way a prolonged “Come and See” which we call the 

“Candidacy Course”. 

During the Candidacy Course, the Centre offers courses that are in line with 

the charism and priorities of the Society. It would not, of course, be 

complete without information and knowledge about our Founder and the 

history of our humble Society. So, the young men receive input on our 

Founder, Cardinal Charles Lavigerie and the Society in general. They also 

follow courses on Prayer, Christian Doctrine, Evangelical Counsels, Human 

Development and Sexuality, Alcoholism and Drug Abuse, Culture, 

Peace/Justice, Computers, Islam, Encounter and Dialogue, to mention a 

few.  

Here, I can say we are blessed with confreres who are specialised in 

different areas of the Charism of the Society and we are always grateful to 

them for their generosity and availability. They too have an important role 

in the final selection of the candidates chosen to begin formation with us. 

The study of the English language is a priority and we encourage them to continue studying it. An English 

teacher comes to help them for some weeks during the Candidacy Course. As the proverb says: “All work and 

no play makes Jack a dull boy”, so the programme at Kolibo also has time set aside for sports and manual 

work. 
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The young men are also exposed to apostolic activities like 

visiting the prisons, Small Christian Communities and the 

sick, especially the victims of HIV and AIDS, to mention but 

a few. These activities give them some taste of what the 

Missionary of Africa way of life is all about. It is quite 

interesting to realise how most of them are so touched 

and moved with compassion by the Home Based Care visits 

to the HIV and AIDS patients. Here they really come in 

touch with the compassionate Jesus who calls them to his 

mission of compassion and love especially for the 

marginalized of our society. Central to these experiences at 

Kolibo is community life, which attracts most young people. We try to live together and work together. All 

the activities are important and we live them as a community. Already at this nursery level we try to stress 

the holistic perspective of our formation. 

It is now twenty three years that this Centre was founded and it has contributed to the number of 

Missionaries of Africa from Zambia. I am proud to say that I am among the first fruits of the Kolibo Centre as 

a Missionary of Africa. To date, I have been joined by seventeen of my young brothers. God continue to bless 

us with many young people. I would like to say thank you to all those Missionaries of Africa who worked hard 

to make Kolibo Centre a reality and those who made themselves available and continue to do so for this 

work of journeying with our young people, in whom our future lies. In our previous meeting as Vocation 

Animators of the Province, we had a beautiful dream of having only one centre like Kolibo for all our young 

people from the four Sectors of the Province, rather than each Sector having its own. I hope and pray that 

our dream comes true with the blessing of the General Council. 
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