
The Community opening Eucharistic Celebration for 

the academic year 2013-2014 

The day of 22 September 2013 was marked by various reasons for us to celebrate as a 

community of “Fraternité Lavigerie” of Abidjan. We were privileged to hold the official 

welcome of the new community members, the declaration of intent by the students of 

second year of theology, inauguration of our community project and finally the 53rd 

anniversary of independence of Mali. These and many other reasons made us proud to 

consider this day as extraordinary and as very significant. We waited impatiently for this day 

before it was finally accomplished. This day was especially designated as the official day of 

welcoming the new community members. We were very glad to receive ten confreres in our 

community which makes a community of 31 members in total. Before beginning the 

Eucharistic celebration, the new community members were greatly welcomed according to 

the Ivorian culture by giving them water to drink before asking their motif of coming to 

“Fraternité Lavigerie”. The rest of the community members were greatly overwhelmed when 

they heard that the ten came to live with them in order to form a community. The rector, Fr 

Georges-Jacques was so happy such that he welcomed them with very encouraging words. 

Following such encouraging words, was a joyous procession heading to our beautiful chapel 

which takes a great part of our life as a community. In fact, we felt honoured that the main 

celebrant of this Eucharistic celebration was Fr Luc KOLA who is the Vice provincial of the 

province of West Africa (PAO). The fact that we started our academic year with the 

Eucharistic celebration is a good sign to express our deep desire of attaching our daily life to 

our Lord Jesus Christ. This is because we wish to dedicate it to the Lord so that he will be our 

guide. In addition, during the homily Georges-Jacques insisted on three points and these are: 

trust, prayer and solidarity. In the first place, he said that each community member needs to 

have trust himself and also in other community members in order to live as a witness of the 

Gospel of Christ. This will help us understand each other better in order to form the 

“Fraternité Lavigerie” our home. Secondly, he insisted on the importance of prayer 

especially in building a community with a specific identity of Missionary of Africa. He 

encouraged us strongly to make prayer our daily life. In fact, as seminarians, we are called to 

lead a prayer life that will continue being part of us in our whole entire life and not only 

during the time of our initial formation. Thirdly, he said that solidarity is another important 

aspect that will help us as community to live in unity.  

The other good news that occurred on that day was that 12 students entering into the 

second year of theology had their Declaration of Intent renewed during the Eucharistic 

celebration. Two of them are originally from SAP. These are: Paul Kitha from Malawi and 

Mukuka Humphrey from Zambia. They just finished their thirty day retreat during the 

holidays. The whole community was filled with joy for their fellow brothers who made one 

step ahead towards the missionary oath. Congratulations to the twelve! They form exactly 



the number of 12 disciples of Jesus but the only difference is that none of them takes the 

path of Judas Iscariot. 

The 53rd independence anniversary of Mali was also part of our joyous celebration. In 

addition, it was a coincidence that one of the Malians (community member) Armand 

Dakouo, was celebrating his birth day. It was then a good occasion to remember the country 

of Mali in our prayers so that the Lord of love may help all the Malian citizens and all those 

living in Mali to continue working for peace and unity. 

We finally had the inauguration of the community project for the academic year 2013-2014. 

We are all looking forward to having a happy and a successful academic year 2013-2014. 

After this significant Eucharistic celebration, we proceeded to sharing a festive meal where 

each member of the community was very happy and expressed his joy. All we can say is: 

Happy academic year 2013-2014! 

                                                                                                      By Mukuka Humphrey 

 


