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DO WE STILL HAVE A FUNCTIONING STATE IN ZAMBIA? 

For a visitor who may have come to Zambia in the recent months this year, he/she would be wondering 

whether there is still a functioning State in Zambia. The level of chaos, hooliganism and lawlessness in 

Zambia has reached such unprecedented levels that one would be right to question whether there is a 

functioning government in Zambia. The dangerous part of this situation is that the political party in 

power, the Patriotic Front (PF), which was elected by the people to guarantee their rights, peace and 

security and justice, is deeply at the centre of these problems. The majority ordinary Zambians are 

yearning for a peaceful life that satisfies their basic needs, yet those they entrusted with this duty of 

promoting the common good have abdicated their role in preference for endless squabbles for power 

and fights for dominion and hegemony? Even as this exhortation is being written, the University 

Teaching Hospital (UTH) is severely rationing water causing great danger to patients and visitors to the 

hospital and yet our leaders don’t see such problems as priorities when compared to political squabbles. 

In-Fighting in the Ruling Party 

We entirely agree with those who have so far commented on this matter to the extent that the 

squabbles currently going on in the PF can no longer be looked at as mere intra party squabbles that 

should not concern anyone who is not a PF member. The disruption of normal life, violence against 

innocent people and the stealing of private property are not the reasons why Zambians elected the PF 

Party into government two years ago in 2011.All this is happening in an environment where the majority 

poor can hardly have access to food and nutrition, access to quality health care and jobs. Why should 

leaders entrusted to lead a country like Zambia with so much social desperation devote their time to 

political squabbles at the expense of addressing to social needs of the people? 

There has been clear lack of leadership in the ruling party that could have forestalled the current 

problems which are affecting and irritating all of us. Top leaders themselves are at the centre of the 

confusion. Even when a directive was given by President Sata for members of his party to stop the 
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endorsement campaigns and demonstrations against Mr Kabimba, he in a contradictory breath went on 

to elevate the person at the centre of the Lusaka based endorsement campaigns and demonstrations to 

a senior party leadership position in Lusaka district. This was clearly endorsing him and giving his 

activities an official stamp. We hope that PF will resolve their internal issues and go back to work on the 

many priorities over which the people of Zambia entrusted them with the stewardship of power. 

Illegal Land Occupation 

Related to the above, we are seeing escalating lawlessness on issues of land by political party carders. 

The perennial practice of ruling party carders illegally occupying people’s land using intimidation and 

violence still continues unabated. It has become a regular feature in our news now to hear of and see 

party carders demarcating and sharing land legally held by other people while the owners are insulted, 

beaten or even killed. We note the sudden hard stand taken by the police to arrest the marauding 

carders on people’s land but we pray that this will be sustained and those found guilty punished 

severely so that clear message is sent to deter this criminality. In their action, police should not seek 

permission from senior party officials when they have to deal with hooliganism and criminality by 

carders but use their professional judgement to make firm decisions. Police should not degenerate in 

their usual behaviour of pretending and posturing when it comes to dealing with hooliganism and 

criminality from ruling party carders. These illegal lands grab by party carders or anyone else for that 

matter must be brought under control to promote the culture of respect for private property which is 

important for our development, investment confidence and above all the culture of respect of human 

rights. From the events of the PF endorsement and anti-Wynter demonstrations and going on to illegal 

land occupations it is clear that the PF has lost control of its carders while the Police Service on the other 

have always been timid when faced with their lawlessness and criminality. The question is; where will an 

ordinary person receive protection that the state was supposed to offer through its institutions? 

Freedom of Information Bill 

It was shocking last week to hear the new Ministry of Information Permanent Secretary Mr Emmanuel 

Mwamba announcing yet again the failure by government to take the Freedom of Information Bill to 

parliament. This is a bill that government has been ducking over a long period of time with a chain of 

unfulfilled deadlines. The reasons given by Mr Mwamba for the postponement of the bill are not 

credible as the same reasons have been given before by his predecessors when justifying previous goal 

shifting. This is surely taking Zambians for small children who would have limited memory to recall 
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events that happened in the immediate past. Zambians must stand up for this bill because as things are 

now and for unknown reasons, there is clearly no political will from government to enact freedom of 

information laws. 

The Constitution making process 

Like the Freedom of Information Bill, the draft Constitution has been another document with highly 

“mobile” deadlines. We hope the end of October 2013 deadline will be honoured. Even more important, 

we want to hear a firm commitment from the Executive that the draft Constitution will next be 

subjected to a referendum. We demand that in the 2014 budget to be presented in October 2013, a line 

budget on the referendum be included. 

With respect to the mode of disseminating the final Draft Constitution and Report by the Technical 

Committee this should be done simultaneously to all parties i.e. the President and the public in order to 

uphold public transparency. The public should judge for themselves if their will has indeed been 

respected in the Draft Constitution. 
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