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Prior to the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the drafting committee 
discussed in detailed the jurisprudence behind every Article of the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child hereinafter referred to as C.R.C.  

The jurisprudence behind the right to education was found to have had a longer history than 
the C.R.C and a good amount of the jurisprudence behind the right to education can be traced 
from so many scholars.  

According to Raphael, education is means of bringing in leaders.1 Education is a passage to the 
right to self determination.2 Education is a basis for right to equal opportunity.3 Raphael’s 
account reflects the jurisprudence behind the right to education to be a way of forming future 
leaders, a manner by which we determine our future, and a way of creating equal opportunity 
in a democratic society. Thereby the right to education creates agency to achieve other 
children’s rights.   

Furthermore, Hodgson views education as a pre-requisite to individual dignity and education 
as a prerequisite to individual development.4 The kind of education that can be a pre-requisite 
to individual dignity should aim at holistic support to the individual. It is the kind of education 
that should be able to deliver the children into adulthood with self dignity. It is a kind of 
education that should be able to help the children settle into the world of adulthood where 
there is so much competition and where they have to exercise other rights. It is a kind of 
education that makes one independent.  

In addition, despite that dignity of a person is intrinsic; it is however evidenced by the proper 
respect accorded to Human Rights. The right o education helps one acquire a certain social 
status in the civil society. Moreover, its legal protection is inevitable.  

Hodgson argues that the aims of education are basically four:  

“1. The full development of individual’s personality, talents and 
abilities. 2. The strengthening of respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. 3. The enabling of all persons to 
participate effectively and responsibly in a free society. 4. The 
promotion of understanding, tolerance and friendship among all 
nations, racial, and ethnic or religious groups and the 
furtherance of the activities of the UN for maintenance of 
peace”5 

The immediate quotation signifies that when evaluating the right to education legally one has 
to pose the following questions of understanding. Is this education capable of developing 
one’s personality, talents, and abilities? Is this education capable of strengthening the respect 
for human rights and fundamental freedoms? Can this education enable its receivers 
participate effectively and responsibly in a free society? Is this education capable of 
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promoting understanding, tolerance, and friendship among all nations, racial and ethnic or 
religious groups and the furtherance of the activities of the UN for maintenance of peace? 

Some commentators maintain that an education that imparts knowledge of essential skills 
and trains the individual in logical thought and reasoned analysis forms the basis of individual 
dignity and self-respect.6  I would like to support this view in the sense that a person who has 
education, can take part in the in the building of the civil society. As an illustration, this person 
can be consulted on the state issues he can even stand to be elected as a leader in a 
democratic state unlike a person who lacks education. This is also echoed in Art.13 (2)7 of the 
additional protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, 
Social, and Cultural Rights of 1988. 

Art.3 (m) of Charter of the Organization of American States of 19488, informs that by receiving 
education, the individuals can compete for opportunities in the civil society equally basing on 
the fairness of the principles of distributive justice.  Social justice informs the principles of fair 
competition in the society.  

 This approach allows the individuals to make a people driven Constitution which can enhance 
the rule of law. Giving education to citizens is a huge respect to the citizens in the sense that 
education is a right and means to achieve other rights. Thus, education is an end in itself and a 
means to achieve other ends.  

“Everyone begins with education for neither nature nor society can be made to serve their 
useful purpose without it. This is the reason for the priority which it is universally accorded.”9  

Observation; demonstrates education as a real legal evidence of the social contract between 
the state and the nationals. Granting of the right to education is the most significant approach 
the state can use to justify its legacy over its nationals. Thus, the question; how do the poor 
people of our societies share in the natural resources of our countries? Most obviously, it is by 
taking part in the legal social services given by the Government to its people. This kind of 
service should be a service that empowers people to participate in the civil society and enjoy 
the economical benefits of their society. The legal social service which can do this is 
education. This owes to the fact that education can be an end in itself as a right and can be a 
‘rite’ of passage to achieve other rights such as the right to work and many more. 

The right to education for all should be considered as a natural or rather birth right. 

Because education gives a path way to the citizens to take part in the activities of the state, 
thus it is rebirth as it equips the citizens with the tools to compete and survive in the political 
state. Thus, giving the every citizen the key to unlock and benefit the civil and political rights, 
social and economical rights too.  

I wish to state that, every fully developed human being is born twice; the first birth being 
biological, while the second is when they receive enough, and quality education to enable 
them exploit the opportunities and claim further rights the civil and political society offers. 
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