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“…Father, I…, swear on the Gospels to consecrate myself henceforth until death...” 
 
It was on the 30th of April, Feast of Our Lady of Africa, that I found myself and my 
companions in the  basilica of St. Anne’s well surrounded by friends who had come 
to witness our Missionary Oath. The Mass was presided over by the Superior 
General of the Society, Rev. Fr. Richard Kuuia Bawoobr who was visiting the 
community at that time. Such a day had always seemed to be in a far distance; a 
day that belonged to the future. However on 30th April, the future and the present 
embraced and culminated in a ‘Yes’. It was a day full of emotions and trust in the 
Lord who asks us to stand in His presence and serve Him. For nine years now, I 
have journeyed with the Missionaries of Africa and the journey has not always 
been smooth and easy. Just like anywhere in life, there have been times of joy and of sorrow but in all 
circumstances the Lord has always stood by me. If I made my final and perpetual commitment, it is 
basically because of the trust I have in the Lord. My vocation story has less to do with me; rather it has 
more to do with the Lord.   
Part of article no. 51 of the Constitutions and Laws of the Missionaries of Africa says, “A missionary 
remains personally responsible to God for the answer he gives to God’s call, with the help of his 
brethren.” At the very beginning of my Initial Formation in Kolibo, I was told how vocation is a personal 
Endeavour; it is essentially between the caller and the one who dares to respond to this call. I have 
experienced and learnt that a personal encounter with Jesus which results into a personal relationship 
with him is indispensable for such a choice to make sense and endure. Nevertheless, my ‘yes’ to God is 
in many ways joined to the ‘yes’ of many Missionaries of Africa belonging to different generations who 
tried to follow Jesus in the footsteps of Cardinal Lavigerie. For me, these great and unknown missionaries 
are an inspiration and a reason for daring to follow Jesus in 
such a radical way. 
No human being can seriously and honestly make such a 
commitment basing oneself on human strength and human 
will. Such a commitment is for me an act of faith, an act of trust 
in the Lord who has always proved to be faithful in this short 
life I have lived so far. I know that it is not going to be easy for 
Jesus never promises easy lives for those who dare follow him. 
“Then Jesus said to his disciples, whoever wishes to come after 
me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me”.(Mt 
16,24) or again the sage in the book of Sirach renders it even more explicit, “My son, when you come to 
serve the Lord, prepare yourself for trials. Be sincere of heart and steadfast, undisturbed in time of 
adversity. Cling to him, forsake him not; thus will your future be great…study the generations long past 
and understand; has anyone hoped in the Lord and been disappointed? Has anyone persevered in his 
fear and been forsaken? Has anyone called upon him and been rebuffed?” (Sirach 2:1-3, 10) With 
humility and joy, I freely chose to follow Jesus and propose the values of his Kingdom to this world which 

is becoming more and more numb to the message of the 
Gospel and the scale of values it proposes.   
On 8th June 2013, I was ordained deacon by the laying on of 
hands and prayer of His Beatitude Msgr. Fouad Twal, Latin 
Patriarch of Jerusalem in our Basilica of St. Anne. For me, this 
step was to emphasise the baptism and confirmation I 
received in a call to serve God in my brothers and sisters. In 
this sense, the diaconate is at once a new stage and old stage 
in my Christian vocation. I pray that I will always remember 
and live my diaconate through the daily services in ‘little’ 

ways; that I may deepen the fact that this King I am following is a ‘Servant King’. “Though he was in the 
form of God, Jesus did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, He emptied himself, taking the 
form of a servant…” (cf. Phil 2: 6-11) I commend myself to your prayers that what God has started in me 
may be brought to fulfillment.  


