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PREVIEW

The financial  mess Malawi is in now courtesy of the plunder of resources at  Capital  Hill
spilled into the month of October and has also had an impact on the political scene. This was
seen in the emergency meeting of parliament where the Cashgate Scandal was at the centre of
all discussions leaving out some very important issues. Now that this has been known to the
public during the  People’s Party PP reign, the image of the party has been dented with all
this.

Not only has the Cashgate Scandal affected the political circles but also the economy sector
and almost all the sectors of the society.  The road seems to be very tough now for  some
businesses because the new controlling measures are making it difficult for easy access of
government  business. However some experts  have commended government  for these new
measure as they will teach people to offer the very best so that they are offered government
contracts on merit.

It  was  all  good  news  on  the  economy  scene  when  president  Joyce  Banda  appointed  an
economist  of good repute Dr Maxwell  Mkwezalamba as finance minister.   Mkwezalamba
takes the daunting task of reshaping the country’s economy at a time when everything seems
to be rotten.

On food security it is the same old story of shortage of maize in many households. At least the
fact that there are these reports it means somewhere some people are also trying to take care
of this problem. But this needs to be done with haste.

The civil society were at the president’s case again when they asked why she had to leave the
country at a time the country was in a crisis. Barely some days after reports of the cash gate
scandal  came out  President  Dr  Joyce  Banda left  Malawi  for  the  United  Nations  General
Assembly. The CSO leaders felt Banda should have delegated and remain in the country to
deal with the pertinent issues like the plunder of resources at Capital hill.

Weather experts have predicted normal rains for Malawi.  There have been concerns from
many Malawians and farmers more especially on the current situation where Malawi has not
yet received sufficient rains. Time is running out for farmers who are used to having heavy
rain in October. The assurance from weather experts is just spot on. 
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POLITICS

A new political party was registered in October called African Nyasaland Party by Mrs Singh
the fact that there are all these political parties in Malawi has left some people wondering
what  all  these  political  parties  have  to  offer  to  the  few  Malawians.  Even  in  developed
countries where democracy began there are less than three parties. Now for Malawi to have
fifty is out of question. There are also fears that fifty parties may confuse the voters.

The Malawi Congress Party MCP in a bid to change its image announced new members of
the  National  Executive  Committee  NEC.  The  party  led  by  the  newly  elected  president
reverend Dr Lazarus Chakwera appointed a number of people in the NEC leaving out most
veteran members of the party.  As is always the case surprises are always there and so the
party brought in Dr Jessie Kabwila Chancellor College lecturer as it publicity secretary. The
coming in of Kabwila raised so many questions to a number of people including the People’s
Party PP  who want  the activist/lecturer  turned politician to  resign at  Chancellor  College.
Kabwila has since declined to do this.

Later in the month under review the party also roped in veteran members of the MCP and
Member  of  Parliament  for  Lilongwe Mapuyu  South honourable  Joseph Njovuyalema  and
Musician Wambali Mkandawire.  Meanwhile former president of the party John Tembo has
assured the party of his full support. Tembo also told the media that he has lots of confidence
in the new NEC members.

Following the revelations of massive looting of government resources, president Joyce Banda
briefly dissolved the cabinet, only to drop a few and come up with the same faces in the new
one. Among those that were dropped are Dr Ken Lipenga and Ralph Kasambara. Although
the cabinet was dissolved the new has not inspired many Malawians as some still think it is
the same crop of ministers that is in this cabinet, and therefore Malawians should not expect
any tangible impact. Just like the other cabinet the current one also has 32 members nine of
which are women.

Events at Capital Hill in Lilongwe involving the plunder of billion of taxpayer’s money are
enough to bring down to its knees any responsible government. The Democratic Progressive
Party DPP of late president Bingu wa Mutharika employed most of the current ministers now
with the government of Joyce Banda, who re alleged to have known about the infamous cash
gate  scandal  some  time  back.   In  some cases  many  of  the  people  that  are  connected  to
government’s purse should have resigned to pave way for smooth investigations But as is the
case in Malawi no one has so far done this.  Malawians are watching with keen interest how
the whole issue will be resolved.

In the same vein some political parties are of the view that the incumbent government should
not dwell on the fact that some of the plunder happened in the past regimes. By saying there
was also a lot of plunder during the DPP and UDF regimes, the PP is denying responsibility
on its part and want to blame the others for the mess the country is in now.  It is only after the
PP who are in government  now has accepted responsibility that  they can truthfully make
Malawians  believe  that  they  are  indeed  going  to  wipe  out  corruption  and  theft  in  the
government once and for all. The same sentiments have also been shared by the former Vice
president right honourable Justin Malewezi.  One can only hope that this whole cash gate
scandal will be solved and that no more future plunders of government resources.

In the heat of things some political parties and the civil society organisation asked President
Joyce Banda to resign from the presidency. To those that were for this, it was going to give
the investigators a chance to do their job without interruptions by the executive.  But Mark
Katsonga of the People’s Progressive Movement PPM had opposing views. Katsonga made it
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clear in his statements that president Banda would not be told to resign but instead should be
left to finish off her term of office.

As the registration of voters is happening in some parts of the central regions, there were
concerns that there are some anomalies on the way the process is happening. The Malawi
Congress  Party  whose  stronghold  in  the  central  regions  alleged  that  some  people  were
ferrying people from one place to the other to register. Again there are also fears that some of
the equipment used is faulty raising fears that the registration process may be marred with
some hitches.
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ECONOMY

The appointment of Dr Maxwell Mkwezalamba a seasoned economist with vast experience in
finance issues has raised people’s hopes. With a good track record and high performance at
World  Bank  and  the  African  Union  many  people  have  great  expectations  from the  new
minister of finance. Already Dr Mkwezalamba has promised to instil fiscal discipline in the
ministry where a lot of government resources have been stolen and misused. It is therefore in
this regard that many people expect to see so many changes in the ministry. Despite this being
an uphill task for the new finance minister, Mkwezalamba has said he is up for the challenge. 

So much talk on the business and economic pages in the press has been about the plunder of
resources at Capital Hill. Therefore it is not surprising to see that this topic dominated the
press coverage in October. Both the daily news papers and online publications carried out
stories that revealed too much dirty from the Capital Hill. The people Malawians trusted with
their tax money are alleged to be using the government funds for personal gains. How long
the issue will be in the public domain no one will ever know. Almost every day there is a
report of companies and individuals that were paid huge sums of money for jobs that they did
not do. Other reports have shown that most of the people that were paid hefty sums of money
are alleged to have connections with the ruling People’s Party PP.

It was therefore not surprising when the private sector threatened that they would stop paying
tax to the Malawi government. One can easily understand the private sector’s pain because
any abuse of government money is an insult to all taxpayers.  This is because by paying tax
they want to see changes in government operations. Any misuse of such resources is a cause
for concern to those that pay tax.

The  International  Monetary Fund IMF postponed its  appraisal  meeting  to  Malawi in  the
month  under  review.  According  to  the  newly  appointed  minister  of  finance  Dr  Maxwell
Mkwezalamba this is a positive development because it will give Malawians time to deal with
the current  financial  issues.  At present  there is  a bad image of Malawi’s  fiscal  discipline
following reports of exclusive plundering of government resources.  Therefore since the IMF
has shifted this  appraisal  meeting to a later date is therefore not a bad sign but rather an
opportunity for Malawi to put its house in order.

The Petroleum Pricing Commission of Malawi PPC hiked the price of petrol in the month of
October. Like every other price increase there was not much publicity about the adjustment as
many people only realised it when they were at the pumps trying to refill. However this is not
the case when there is a reduction in the price of the commodity. Past records show that a fuel
price increase is normally followed by increases in prices of goods and services. Malawians
are already being hit hard by high cost of living another increase is the last thing they need. It
is obvious that those with low income will find it very hard to cope.
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FOOD SECURITY

Government in October announced that suppliers of the subsidy farm inputs have delivered
30% of the work they are expected to do. This is a good development especially that it is
almost planting season in some areas.  This is a good programme that has its own fair share of
hitches but because already some of the suppliers have done their homework it may mean the
farmers may access the commodities in good time.

In October it was the same old story of mixed signals coming from various speakers on the
food situation. There are conflicting messages coming from various authorities as regards the
availability of food in Malawi. While some Non Governmental Organisations are indicating
that there is an acute food shortage others on the government side disclose that the national
grain reserves have enough maize. 

Media reports of hunger were reported at Makanjira in the lakeshore district of Mangochi.
Press reports have disclosed that  there is  a shortage of food that  people are surviving on
Mangoes, The fact that people are living on Mangoes shows the extent at which the problem
is. The media has revealed that one of the reasons there is no food in this area it is because of
logistical problems due to impassable roads in the area. This is why the ADMARC depot in
this area has no maize, because it can not be made available since the roads are very poor.

It is not only in Makanjira where people have no food, but also in Neno. Reports show that
over  77,000  people  in  the  district  are  facing  food  shortages.  Already  World  Vision
International has moved in and is distributing food aid to the needy. Reports show that the
maize distribution is targeting only 14,041 households. This means there are still some people
who need food assistance but will not be able to benefit from this.  This means there is still
need for more food aid in Neno.

On the same note the Centre For Social Concern CfSC   project called  Rural Basic Needs
Basket RBNB in its quarterly  release on food security. The rural Basic Needs Basket notes
that some of the reason there are conflicts in some households is because of the food shortage.
This may also lead to high cases of gender based violence.
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CIVIL SOCIETY AND RELIGIOUS GROUPS

The calls for the resignation of President Joyce Banda as president of Malawi came out again
in October. Civil society leaders were of the view that the fact that the president went to
attend the United Nations when the whole cash gate scandal blew out. Barely some days after
the shooting of finance and budget director Paul Mphwiyo, Mrs Banda left Malawi for the
United Nations. According to the civil society these were the doings of a bad leader who
deserves only to  resign for failing  Malawians.  These calls  were however  opposed by the
People’s  Progressive  Movement  PPM  leader  Mark Katsonga who said Malawians  should
leave  president  Banda  to  finish  off  her  tenure  of  office  rather  than  have  her  resign  or
impeached.

The press also took some time to report on the press conference that President Joyce Banda
conducted  when  She  arrived  in  the  country  from the  United  Nations  General  Assembly
meeting in New York , United States of America.  Part of the speech answered some of the
questions on the alleged plunder of resources in the government, in her statement Dr Joyce
Banda gave an impression that the incumbent  government  is in denial  mode.  The  PP led
government  does  not  want  to  take  full  responsibility  of  its  actions;  instead  the  PP led
government wants to dwell on the past regimes as the ones that are responsible the current
mess government is in.  In her remarks the president is said to have acknowledged that corrupt
practices did not start this time around but even the former regimes share the blame.

At the same time daily papers also reported of the environment in which the press conference
on arrival from United States if America. Both the Editors Forum and the Media Institute for
Southern Africa MISA Malawi chapter spoke against holding a press rally where the president
spoke  to  the  press  in  the  presence  of  party  followers.   Instead  the  two bodies  want  the
president to hold press conferences where only relevant authorities who can answer questions
on the issues and journalists only are present. It has been great concerns to the media who feel
the journalists fail to ask questions because the atmosphere is very intimidating and poses a
threat to the lives of the press people when party zealots are also present when the president is
addressing the press.

Despite all the pledges by the State house to conduct press conferences in a media friendly
environment the Joyce Banda administration has on several times done contrary to this. The
same was also the case in the Democratic Progressive Party DPP era where president Bingu
wa  Mutharika  carelessly  held  some  of  these  press  conferences  in  the  presence  of  party
diehards who would boo at journalists if they asked questions that were not in good taste
regarding to the situation at that time. Now a repeat of such occurrences is what both the
Editors Forum and MISA Malawi do not want, because it in a way suppresses the freedom of
expression for the journalists who have to bear such an intimidating environment.

The church expressed shock over reports of alleged rampant corruption in the government. It
does not make sense for a country that claims to be a God fearing nation to have high levels of
corruption. Not only does it dent the image of the country, but it also questions the fact that
we claim to be a religious nation, because acts of corruption and religion values do not mix.
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SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE

Reports of Police alleged brutality were also in the press in the month under review. A woman
is reported to have been physically and verbally abused by the police. As if this is not enough
the police are also said to have physically assaulted a man to the extent that he had his leg
amputated. The man is alleged to have misappropriated some amount of money belonging to
his employer.  These bad reports and many more give bad publicity to the Police which is
now reformed.

Traditional  leaders  in  October  spoke  against  hate  speech  among  political  leaders  as  the
country is preparing for the first ever tripartite elections. There has been a lot of mudslinging
coming form some of the major political parties. In trying to woo the voters some politicians
believe  in  badmouthing  their  colleagues.  It  is  against  this  background that  the  traditional
leaders are advocating against the use of hate speech because this only brings disunity among
people and can easily provoke others and this may lead to violence. It is the wish of every
well meaning Malawian that there will be no cases of violence in the run up to the election
and one way of avoiding this is by not engaging in hate speech as the traditional leaders have
suggested.

The Lhomwes' tribe in October had their annual Muhlakho wa Alhomwe celebrations at their
headquarters at Chonde in Mulanje.  This is the second time the Lhomwes are having these
celebrations  after  losing their  patron Late President  professor Bingu wa Mutharika.  As is
always the case there were all sorts of traditional dances and food that were offered.  It also
acts as a get together for all Lhomwes in Malawi and abroad. Conspicuously missing were the
bare breasted girls who have always been at the centre of controversy as many people were
against parading of semi naked women at past celebrations. 

The revelation that  Malawi has faired badly on the Global Age Watch Index in terms of
elderly quality life , should act as a reminder to do more for the senior citizens in the country.
A report ranks Malawi low as majority of the elderly are in dire poverty with no pension or
care being given to them. The report further says that most of the elderly in Malawi are not
educated. As some people have noted the absence of policies on the welfare of the elderly are
the reasons Malawi is not doing better on the Global Age Watch Index. It is only with better
policies that the quality life of the elderly can improve.

Although  the  situation  on  the  ground  shows  that  the  levels  of  poverty  among  many
Malawians,  a  media  report  has  disclosed  that  poverty  is  on  decline.  According  to
Afrobarrometer  Malawi  is  among  five  countries  in  Africa  that  experienced  a  decline  in
poverty in the past decade.  Much as this is regarded as  an improvement on people’s lives  in
reality some people are still poorer than they were ten years ago.
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EDUCATION

Reports on education took a different shape in the month of October as there were almost no
reports of examination leakage or cheating during examinations that appeared in the press. It
seems now the dust has finally settled over this issue or it has been swept under the carpet
because it has not been resolved. This could be because it has been some months since the
time students sat for their Malawi Schools Certificate of Education MSCE examinations were
written and now all  the issues are in the past. But one thing is for sure Malawi National
examinations MANEB should do its homework in order to save its face.

It was reported in the press that Umbwi Secondary School students were sent home for rioting
and damaging private  property in  Dedza district.  Students  are  reported to have destroyed
properties and merchandise belonging to vendors at Dedza boma.  The actions came after
rumours were circulating that the police had arrested a man who was suspected to have killed
a teacher, his wife and child from the school. The students took it upon themselves and ended
up being sent away from school.

Issues of discipline have always been of great concern in both secondary and institutions of
higher learning. But for some time now there has been a break in cases in Malawi schools but
just when many people thought there was an improvement in this area.  School authorities in
the past have had to deal  with cases of indiscipline with others opting for closure of the
schools. But now that there are not many reports it could be that there is now less cases of
indiscipline.  

The right to education is expected to be for every human being regardless of their  social
status,  race,  gender  or  religion.  It  is  therefore  in  order  for  refugees  to  have  access  to
education.  Even  though  they  are  far  away  from home  and  are  living  under  undesirable
circumstances refugees still need an access to education. The graduation ceremony of some of
the refugees  at  Dzaleka  refugee  camp in Dowa district  who successfully  completed  their
studies shows that some youths are able to take some time to study despite being refugees and
this is an encouragement to the others who should be motivated by those that have graduated. 

School heads in October expressed concerns over special needs student’s education. At a time
when Malawi is striving to have access to education for all, those with special needs should
be prioritised.  Malawi’s records on education show the country is still lagging behind in the
special needs education department. The department lack lot of support and the unavailability
of  learning and teaching  materials  and this  makes  it  worse  for  the  delivery  of  education
lessons to those with special needs. At the same time there is a shortage of special needs
teachers.
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HEALTH

Health workers at Kamuzu Central Hospital KCH were at the centre of health reports in the
month of October. It all started with reports that workers at the only referral hospital in the
central region  did not get their salaries in time and therefore decided to have a sit in. After
this was sorted the staff then went on to lay down their tools amid concerns of shortage of
medical supplies. The staff again went on to give government a petition. With no gloves and
other  supplies  the  medical  person  felt  they  could  not  discharge  their  duties  in  the  most
effective manner.

Coming at a time when there are reports of heavy plunder of resources the hospital medical
personnel feel authorities are not taking them seriously and rewarding them in good time for
their good work. It therefore was not surprising to learn that they decided to lay down their
tools  for not getting their payment in time.  One can surely not blame KCH.

Both daily papers reported of the peaceful march where staff took the petition to the National
Assembly. Among other things the staff threatened to lay down their tools if government did
not meet their needs the soonest. What happened later is some comedy that will go down in
people’s minds for a very long time. Godfrey Kamanya one of the cabinet minister touched
raw nerves when he said at a political rally that those who went to deliver a petition to the
members of parliament at the National Assembly are sympathisers of the former ruling party
the  Democratic Progressive Party DPP this did not go down well with the KCH staff who
demanded an apology from the minister who did not hesitate to do.

It is now very obvious that the health sector is facing numerous problems each passing day.  If
it  is  not  only  shortage  of  drugs  or  medical  equipment  it  is  also  shortage  of  other  basic
necessities needed in running hospital facilities. The news that there was no running water at
Ntchisi  shows that  the health  sector  really needs urgent assistance.  Having no water  at  a
district hospital may mean that issues of cleanliness and hygiene have been compromised. In
such circumstances there can be fears of transmission of diseases due to unavailability of
clean water.  Such a scenario calls for urgent interventions so that the hospital can be fully
operational.  

Press reports on health also disclosed that  one of the reasons that there are a lot of deaths
happening each passing day is because there are inadequate health facilities. In many districts
people have to find alternative means of getting medical attention because either there are no
facilities at all or the facility is there quite alright but it is out of reach. There could be a health
centre in the area but it has its own faire share of problems. Now because people have  no
where to go when they are sick evidence shows that some of the deaths are avoidable.
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ENVIRONMENT

In normal circumstances Malawi should have received rains by October but this is not the
case.  Although  this  has  raised  fears  among  people  in  many  areas,  weather  experts  have
assured Malawians that the country will receive normal rainfall. As it has always been the
case by October the first rains should have been received and farmers would have planted
their crops. This is however not what is happening the case this year although experts say
there will be normal rainfall in terms of quantity perhaps, but one thing is clear, it will be at
the normal time that people expect it. This is because of the extended hot weather with no
rains.  Media reports have shown that the a good part of the country has not yet received any
rains at all.

There were some nasty and harsh kind of weather that some areas experienced in the month
under review. This was a depart from the usual windy and hot weathers that happened in
October. Some areas for two weeks experienced some chilly weather and according to a lay
person’s  knowledge  this  was  a  strange  occurrence  that  rarely  happens  in  the  history  of
Malawi’s weather. October is supposed to be hot even very hot. Weather experts however
explained that this was happening because of the chaperon winds.

Press reports also took some time to report on the state of Malawi’s forests. It is not a secret
that  there is no single forest that has been left untampered with at present because many
people feel they can do anything they wish and nobody will take them to task. With high
levels of poverty being experienced by many people in Malawi coupled with unemployment
some resort to selling  forest products.  This has raised fears among some traditional leaders to
raise an alarm over the continued use of trees and other forest products.

The same traditional leaders also warned about bush fires which are normally common in the
summer season. In search for some delicacies in the bush such as mice and many more people
light fires in the bush and sometimes fail to control it  posing a danger to the forest.  The
Chikangawa forest is a good example of trees badly affected by bush fire. For some reason the
communities around this area made the fire that ended up making the forest to lose some of its
trees. It is against this background that the traditional leaders pleaded with those that live
around forests to avoid making bush fires.
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GENDER

Reports on gender disclosed that much as the nation wants to have an increased number of
women in decision making positions, there are still other issues that are slowing down this
whole process. The 50-50 campaign requires a lot of funds to materialise. It is therefore not
surprising that the  NGO Gender Coordinating Network NGO GCN  is upset  that there are
funding woes for the 50-50 campaign this means that some of the work that is meant for this
cause re affected. This is not a good development as with no funds all the efforts to finance
the activities that were planned for this campaign as the 2014 tripartite election get closer.

It seems it is not only the issue of funding that is causing problems for the 50-50 campaign,
October press reports also show that there are other issues like traditional attitudes that are
frustrating the 50-50 campaign. This could be perhaps the major hindrance to achieving the
50% of the seats in the national assembly and many other decision making positions.  These
attitudes cannot be easily changed as people’s mindset is on having male leaders since this has
been the tradition since time immemorial.  While this has always been the case press reports
show that has been progress with the coming in of a female president in Malawi  people are
slowly changing their attitudes.

Media reports in October disclosed that even if there are the resources and efforts being put
into  the  50-50  campaign,  the  women  themselves  are  not  forthcoming  to  join  leadership
positions in the politics circles. As women they still have to be mothers and wives and all
these are demanding positions and therefore joining politics means putting on hold some of
these roles. With a lot of travel and public speaking that is involved in politics some women
therefore easily decide not to participate in any political activities. Again in Malawi many
people think politics is dirty and therefore they do not want to be associated with such dirt. 

President Joyce Banda a gender fighter herself reminded Malawians of the need to respect
women in Malawi. Past history in Malawi shows that there is a lot of disrespect for women in
many sectors of the society. Even in a village set up people still have a poor mentality and bad
perception for what women have to offer and contribute to the development of the country.
These perceptions are the reason that some people always look down upon women and have
no respect for women. It is against this background that President Dr Banda a woman herself
asked people in Malawi to have some respect for women.
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