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PREVIEW

The arrests of lawyer Ralph Kasambara in connection with the shooting of Paul Mphwiyo the
Budget and Finance Director in the Ministry of Finance, came when people least expected it.
In Malawi politic's ruling party leaders rarely get into the cooler.  Therefore, Kasambara’s
arrest got a number of people excited.

It has been the plea of many that the suspects either of Mphwiyo’s shooting or those arrested
in connection with the Cashgate scandal should be tried as soon as possible.  Malawi already
has loads of cases that have not been attended to for a long time.  People really want to see
justice prevail for those that are in police custody.

The report on rotten maize is not yet out as demands for the same is increasing.  Whatever
made the staple food to rot in the national grain reserves is what people are interested in.  The
fact that government is failing to make the report public raises a lot of questions.

A story that a teenager shot dead a shop owner in Chirimba in Blantyre shows how easy
firearms can be accessed in some homes.   It tells  a story of how some Malawians fail  to
resolve conflicts and therefore resort to violence.  As a nation Malawi can surely do better in
making sure that firearms are not easily accessed by youths.

The woes of the health sector continue to be felt in many districts.  Shortage of drugs and
medical equipment is effecting almost all the government hospitals and this has a knock-on
effect on the delivery of services in the health facility. The situation is worse now because it
has effected even the big central hospitals.

Forbes Magazine rated Joyce Banda president of Malawi as the strongest woman in the entire
continent.  Banda who became president of Malawi after the sudden death of president Bingu
wa Mutharika has been trailing behind President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of Liberia.  Again the
magazine put Joyce Banda among the world’s top 50 women.  She is at position 47.  What an
achievement for Banda whose party faces a lot of problems locally.
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POLITICS

November was the month of drama and more drama in the political circles.  It was a month of
arrests and defections.  This is something that is expected in the political arena as we get
closer to the elections in May 2014.  At the same time new developments are the order of the
day as evidenced by the lasts events that have engulfed Malawi politics.

For  starters  the  Cashgate  scandal  spilled  to  the  month  of  November  with  more  drama
happening each passing day.  Malawians witnessed the arrest of former justice minister and
constitutional affairs Ralph Kasambara and Pika Manondo who are suspected to be connected
to the shooting of Finance and Budget Director in the Ministry of Finance Mr Paul Mphwiyo
in September.  The People’s Party PP led government seems to have scored some points by
taking its own member to the courts to face justice.  

Dramatic as it is already Kasambara told the nation that he wants president Joyce Banda to be
his witness in his case against government.  He is alleged to be involved in the shooting of Mr
Paul Mphwiyo.  Kasambara, who was also arrested by the former ruling party government,
has promised to win this case without any problems.  Meanwhile he still remains in custody as
a number of attempts for bail seem to be hitting a brick wall.  

In a more bizarre way Oswald Lutepo one of the ruling People’s Party officials who is alleged
to be connected to the looting of billions of Kwachas in government handed himself over to
the police in the month under review.  Despite all the reports in the press that he was outside
Malawi and was on Interpol's most wanted list across the globe, Lutepo is reported to have
driven to Area 30 Police Headquarters.  How he managed to get past the airports  including
Kamuzu International Airport without being apprehended, when are meant to believe he is on
Interpol watch list, raises a lot suspicions.  This whole Lutepo saga has raised eyebrows and
so many unanswered questions among the masses.

Meanwhile the ruling PP has suspended Oswald Lutepo who was deputy director of campaign
procurement and Ralph Kasambara, legal affairs advisor of the party.  As the party is trying to
save its  face having been entangled  in accusations  over  its  involvement  in  the looting of
millions of Kwachas, suspending the two was inevitable.  Many people are still bothered why
the two suspects, who are still in custody, have been given some kind of special treatment.
This does not reflect well on the PP led government.

In November we again saw the resignation of Mr Chris Daza from the  Malawi Congress
Party MCP.  At a time parties are trying to put their houses in order reports show that all is
not well in the MCP.  Daza who was one of the aspirants of the presidency of party dumped
the party to join the ruling People’s Party and has since being appointed minister responsible
for good governance replacing Eunice Kazembe who passed away in the same month.  Upon
his arrival at the ruling  PP Daza said people should expect a mass exodus from the  MCP
because things are not too well back at his former party.

The  fact  that  some  parties  are  planning  to  hold  primary  elections  across  the  nation  is  a
welcome idea  and it  shows that  people  are  really  respecting  the  values  of  democracy in
running their party affairs.  The press carried articles of the  Democratic Progressive Party
DPP list of constituencies where they expect to hold primary elections.  But to the surprise of
many the DPP left out some constituencies that belong to party leaders.  For example Peter
Mutharika, who is the DPP’s president and member of parliament, is not on the list meaning
he faces no competition.  The same is with Nick Masebo’s constituency this one has also been
left out.  Some experts have noted that it is not fair just to shut out people who have wishes to
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contest against these gurus.  These should also be given a chance to compete against other
members in primary elections.

Parliament in its emergency sitting in the month under review passed the Assets Declaration
Bill amid heavy calls from the public to have it tabled and passed.  The calls had been getting
louder each passing day that those who are in public offices should declare their assets as
soon as possible.  Government finally took the bill to the National Assembly where it was
passed without much hesitation.  Members of parliament from both the government and the
opposition  side  overwhelmingly  voted  for  the  bill.   Meanwhile  some  observers  have
commended the passing of the bill saying it is a milestone for Malawi.
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ECONOMY

Malawi is still being haunted by the Cashgate scandal and is yet to feel the consequences of
such gross misconduct by the government.  In the month under review the press reported on a
number donor organisations and countries either suspending or delaying aid to Malawi.  As a
nation that mainly relies on donor funding any delays can easily be felt and put the country’s
economy in disarray.  It is not a secret that the Common Approach for Budgetary Supports
CABS  decision to withhold funds following reports of billions of looted money is already
being felt among the masses.

Meanwhile the Centre for Social Concern CFSC had predicted that Malawi’s economy, much
as people might have had plans for its recovery, that the latest events show that it is far from
recovery.   This  is  because  the  freezing  of  aid  by  the  donors  will  in  many ways  cripple
economic activities in Malawi.  This is because memories are still  fresh of when Malawi
faced an almost similar situation at the end of late President Bingu wa Mutharika’s era, when
donors also dumped Malawi.  What followed is untold misery which resulted in the scarcity
of fuel, forex amid the high cost of living.   Malawi therefore,  could also go back to this
scenario or worse if measures are not taken in place to deal with the present situation. 

Just like some analysts had predicted that newly appointed minister of finance Dr Maxwell
Mkwezalamba has a tough task ahead of him, the press confirmed this in November.  As one
way of cutting down on expenditures, Mkwezalamba issued a ban on all local and external
travel to every public officer.  To the surprise of many the president defied this order and has
since  made  a  number  of  local  trips  across  Malawi  and  has  attended  some  international
assignments since the ban.  While on paper the ban is good but needs to be adhered to if it is
to bear fruit.

Meanwhile the opposition Malawi Congress Party MCP spokesperson Dr Jessie Kabwila has
noted  that  government  is  only  trying  to  hoodwink Malawians  that  it  is  trying  to  control
expenditures and committed to clean up the mess when in an actual sense it is not.  This is
evident by the fact that there are still some local and external travels by public officials in
government  including the first  citizen herself.   This has raised fears that  the ban may be
targeting a few individuals in the public sector.  It again could be in place just to make people
believe there is still hope for government’s economic recovery plan.

Without any announcement the prices of goods and some services have gone up.  This causes
a threat to low income earners who still have to dig deep in their pockets to make ends meet
even at a time cost of living has increased.  But the poor still have to buy these goods despite
having little amounts of money at their disposal.  This means that the majority of Malawians
who are poor will equally feel the pangs of high cost of living.  Already cost of bus fares have
silently gone up.
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FOOD SECURITY

Months after there were reports that some of the National Food Reserve Agency NFRA maize
went rotten there is still no report that has come out on this issue.  Many people demanded an
explanation from government so that they are in the know of what exactly caused the decay of
the grain in the national granaries.  In times of a food shortage Malawians rely on maize
coming from the reserves and now to have that stored maize decaying is not only a loss to the
organisation but also the Malawi as a nation.  It is therefore not surprising that many people
are demanding a report and by the look of things the report is no closer to being released.

Press reports in recent weeks have disclosed that the rotting of maize came about because of
cracks in the silos which allowed rain water was getting into the silos.  Other reports show
that the Europe Union offered to assist in rehabilitating the silos.  Meanwhile some concerned
people  have questioned government’s  motive  in  delaying  to  publicise  the  findings  of  the
report.

The Centre For Social Concern’s CFSC monthly cost of living survey announced that there
was a drop in the findings because of the decrease in the prices of maize.  Just as in all the
other cities in Lilongwe, the capital city, the downward trend of the price of maize which is
Malawi’s main food crop has also had an impact on the entire basic needs basket.  Evidence
from the CfSC's monthly findings has showed that there is now a lot of maize on the markets
because  the  traders  that  were  hoarding  the  staple  grain  have  released  it  on  the  markets.
According to Centre for Social Concern the decreases in food prices have suppressed the cost
of living in all the four cities.

There have been a lot of debates and talks on the way the fertilizer subsidy programme is
administered.  It is a good programme that has in a way assisted Malawi in achieving bumper
yields for some years.  But then the programme is also surrounded with negative stories that
continue to receive a lot of coverage in almost all the papers.  But now there are calls to have
the programme reviewed.  The programme has been running for five years and it is supposed
to target to the poor, those that cannot afford to buy maize seed and fertilizers.  Now with all
the issues surrounding the subsidy programme many observers are proposing that it should be
reviewed.

Among  other  things  there  have  been  concerns  that  the  subsidy  programme  is  highly
politicised and therefore, the intended beneficiaries at times fail to access the farm inputs.
Similarly there are also reports of late delivery and theft of the farm inputs.  In the past there
have been also questions and worries over the way contracts to supply the farm inputs were
given out to suppliers as some got the contracts when they did not have the capacity.  Now
observers feel there are a lot of resources being put into the subsidy programme at the expense
of other equally important programmes.  It is against this background that many including the
civil society are asking for a review of the programme.
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CIVIL SOCIETY AND RELIGIOUS GROUPS

The Public Affairs Committee PAC in November announced they plan to hold an all-inclusive
meeting.  The idea behind this meeting is to address some  the issues happening in Malawi
now including the Cashgate scandal.  It should be noted that  PAC is an umbrella body that
also had an all-inclusive meeting during in the time of late President Bingu wa Mutharika.

Although  civil  society  organisations  are  taking  part  in  cautioning  government  on  recent
events, some individuals are still of the view that they are not doing much.  It is a different
story this time around as some individuals are questioning the role of civil society especially
in relation to the cash gate scandal.  Much as civil society as watchdogs are expected to speak
and act against the government over the looting of millions of government money, others still
feel there is not much that has come out from this side.  One would have expected the CSOs
to make a lot of noise but this is not the case now.  The same momentum they had during the
last years of Bingu Mutharika’s administration is what many people expected to get from the
CSOs but this is not happening.

Centre  for  Human  Rights  and  Rehabilitation  CHRR in  November  asked  government  to
declare crisis over donor money aid.  At least many of Malawi’s reliable donors have either
withheld or made it clear that they are for now not releasing any funds.  This is what many
people expected when reports of mismanagement of funds through theft by government came
out.  It has not been easy for the government to convince the donors that the money that they
give to Malawi is safe and doing its intended purposes for the benefit of all Malawians.  It is
against this background that CHRR feels the Malawi government should declare a crisis.

Although there were certain reports that painted a negative picture of Malawi in the month of
November, the Malawi Human Rights Commission MHRC announced some good news about
the country.  Reports have shown that after going a review Malawi has made some progress
on human rights.  This is at least a break from the usual bad publicity that Malawi has been
getting from the moment the Cashgate scandal came into the public domain.



CFSC Press Review - November 2013

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE

Until the day when the marriage age will be revised to suit most people’s expectation debates
on the issue will keep on being reported in the press.  This is evidenced by the press coverage
that the issue has enjoyed since July 2009 when members of parliament passed the bill which
put marriage age at 16.  What followed are a series of debates coming from various sectors of
society mostly blaming the National Assembly for passing this bill and asked the president
then not to assent the bill.  For now many a number including traditional leaders have asked
the law makers to put the marriage at 21.

Many Malawians woke up to the shock that a teenager  had shot dead a business man in
Chirimba Township after a disagreement about milk.  What followed is also what led to more
destruction of property, looting and demolition of police offices.  The unfortunate event at
Chirimba has left people wondering if they are really safe in an area where a teenager can get
a gun from his parents’ home and open fire with an aim of killing.  And again the fact that the
police were told in good time about the incident but took their time to come and rescue the
deceased when he first reported the teenager’s conduct at his business premises. 

The sales of liquor sachets in Malawi were also reported by the local daily newspapers.  The
sachets,  which  are  very  cheap  compared  to  bottled  liquor,  have  been  at  the  centre  of
controversy for some time now.  Some people are of the view that they are just too cheap that
even youths can afford them and therefore there is a lot of alcohol abuse.  This is evidenced
by reports that even primary school pupils in some areas have easy access to the sachets and
they take them before classes.  It is against this background that traditional leaders in Ntcheu
are asking for a ban on sales of beer in sachets.  It has indeed been a great concern for some
time now as many people still feel there is alcohol abuse among the youngsters and this has to
be dealt with haste.

For one reason or the other land disputes in Malawi have refused to come to an end despite
having so much land that is idle.  A recent case is that of Dwangwa where sugar cane farmers
are in a dispute with maize farmer over land.  The latter want to use the land for commercial
purposes while the latter group wants to use the same land for maize farming.  Such cases
really need the involvement of all stakeholders in solving the issue amicably.

Some people in Lilongwe took the law into their hands when they dealt with robbers who
were caught whilst trying to steal weekend sales from a famous retail shop in Lilongwe called
City Mall Market.  After months a lapse in security in the capital city, the residents decided to
engage mob justice and so the two not so lucky thieves were burnt to death by an angry mob.
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EDUCATION

After months of waiting the Malawi National Examinations Board Maneb released the 2013
Malawi Schools Certificate of Education MSCE examinations results.  It had been ages since
form four students wrote the examinations and surely the results are what candidates, parents
and guardians had been waiting for.  It must have been a relief to some to finally have known
about  the  results.   Coming  from heavy reports  of  cheating  and leakages  way before  the
examinations were written, the results came out but as it is they were still some thorny issue
surrounding the results. 

Reports  show  that  the  pass  rate  for  this  year’s  MSCE examination  is  52.48%.   This  is
however,  an  improvement  from last  year’s  examinations.   And  this  has  raised  so  many
questions as some observers feel Maneb must have doctored the results in order to save the
reputation of the examination body.  The Civil Society Education Coalition CSEC director
Benedicto Kondowe openly accused Maneb of doctoring the results a thing the organisation
has denied.  Of late Maneb has become under heavy attack because of the way examinations
are handled as they are always surrounded by cases of both cheating and leakages.

While government is doing all it can to improve the standards of education in many sectors,
press reports  show that  the special  needs  area has not  been given full  attention.   This  is
evidenced by the reports that government has neglected Montfort School for the blind for
some time now.  It was reported that government has failed to revise the K80,465 monthly
allocation.   Despite  the  increase  of  cost  of  living  and  the  devaluation  of  the  Kwacha,
government has continued to give the same amount of money to the school even though it is
not enough to run the needs of the school for an entire month.  Much as the will might be
there to improve access to education for the blind, with such meagre resources the mission is
almost unachievable.  There is need for concerted efforts to have the education for the blind
funded accordingly.

University  of  Malawi’s  two  colleges  Lilongwe  University  of  Agriculture  and  Natural
Resources  Luanar  and Chancellor  College withdrew  more  than  300  students  from  the
colleges due to under-performance.  Luanar alone is said to have withdrawn 200 students
because of poor performance.  Such news is disturbing considering the fact that these students
found themselves in the places of higher learning because they met all the requirements into
the colleges.  Now to have such a huge number sent home because of poor performance is
alarming and therefore,  tells  a story of the whole system or it  could be the laxity of the
students themselves. 
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HEALTH

It is the same story of lack of health facilities that has been blamed for hindering the safe
motherhood campaign.  Even when the political will is there but with no facilities the whole
campaign faces hitches that may deny it its success.  The case of Nkhata Bay where expectant
mothers have to go to Mzuzu or Nkhata Bay Boma to access help.  Such long distances pose a
threat to the lives of both the unborn babies and the expectant mothers.  In the end it defeats
the efforts on safe mother motherhood.

The health sector continued to face a number of problems in the month of November.  The
drug shortage problem has been there for some years  now and has reached its  climax in
November with reports of deaths reported due to the shortage.  At Zomba Central Hospital
reports  show  that  six  patients  died  in  the  queue  as  they  waited  to  get  into  the  theatre.
Essential drugs in the theatre are not available.  As if this is not enough in Mzuzu some people
are forced to sell some of their property and belonging to buy medication because there is
none in hospitals.

The situation is also more or less the same at Kamuzu Central Hospital KCH where 50 people
die every week to treatable diseases.  It is a sad story that has reached its worst stage with
doctors and other medical  personnel raising an alarm to ask government  to do something
about the situation.  Mostly when nurses and doctors are on strike it is because they want to
press for better salaries, but this time around we all witnessed the call taking a different turn.
The doctors were asking for a quick solution to the drug and medical equipment shortage.
This means that even the doctors have now had it and they feel the only solution to eliminate
deaths that occur due to lack of drugs and other essentials is to have everything is supply. 

For this reason some analysts has said health minister Catherine Hara should have resigned
from her post.   All  the problems that  the sector  is  facing would perhaps be eased if  she
resigned to pave way for others to contribute to the ministry.  But it is unheard of in Malawi
to find a minister throwing in the towel when his or her ministry is sailing in rough waters.
Ministers always wait until such a time when they are fired.

Nurses in November went on strike to force government to promote them into state registered
nurses.  Some have upgraded their qualification and other have the required experience and
therefore they feel  government  should recognise their  contributions  the health  sector.   Of
course promotion at any work place is a motivating factor, if their wish is granted; it may also
translate into good input from these nurses.
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ENVIRONMENT

It is that time of the year when Malawi gets a lot of rain and this means a swelling of rivers
that were drying up due to the heat in recent months.  At the same time it means a smile on
farmers faces because they can now plant crops.  The rainy season also gives a chance to
many Malawians to plant trees.  It is not a secret that most of the trees that Malawi used to
have are no longer there because of wanton cutting down of trees.  This year’s rainy season
therefore gives a chance to people to plant more trees.

Minister  responsible  for  environment  and  natural  resources  Halima  Daudi,  in  November
announced that  Malawi will  continue to  plant  60 million trees  every year.   Among other
things the ministers noted that it would be better if people planted trees not only in the rainy
season, but all the time even on special occasion.  Halima notes that people can also plant
trees on anniversaries, their birthdays or wedding day.  This initiative needs to be supported if
it is to achieve its intended goal. 

As a cross cutting issue the Cashgate scandal has been reported to have affected s number of
sectors in Malawi.  For example most  of the discussions are dwelling on what the stolen
public money would have benefited the education sector in making sure that there are  enough
classrooms for students.  At the same time people have written of how some government
officials have enriched themselves at the expense of all well-meaning Malawians.  Similarly
the agriculture sector is also being mentioned as one of the sectors that has been affected by
the cash gate scandal.

The same however, cannot be said about the environment.  It has not been mentioned in all
the Cashgate scandal circus.  By the look of things it is likely the environment would not have
benefited from the stolen money.  This also only shows that there is not much effort being put
in the environment sector.  It is like an easily forgotten sector and yet very important.  The
environment has also affected by the Cashgate scandal but only that the effects have not been
reported on effectively.  In fact some of the challenges that the other sectors are facing are as
a result of the environment.

Malawi  attended  the  Conference  of  Parties  17 (CoP  17)  held  by  the  United  Nations  in
Warsaw, Poland.  Malawi reported that many Malawians are struggling to cope due to the
negative impact of climate change.  Speaking at the meeting environment minister Halima
Daudi  noted that  there was need to make decisions  that  would help people to  meet  their
livelihoods present and in the time to come.
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GENDER

The saying that a person is never honoured in their own land could be true for one Joyce
Banda president of Malawi.  Just like Jesus Christ who was never welcomed and honoured in
his home land, the same is happening with president Banda.  Being Malawi’s first female
president  she faces a lot  of huddles in a country where previously only men held such a
position.  But while she is not being honoured in her own country, outsiders continue to rate
her highly on the international scene.

In November the Forbes Magazine of the United States rated Banda as the most powerful
woman in Africa.  Banda beat her counterpart Liberian president Ellen Johnson Sirleaf who
was previously on number one.  Joyce Banda is now among the 50 top most powerful women
in the entire world.  Reports show that on the world map Banda is in position 47 she is in the
same circles with the likes of Mellinda Gates,  Michelle Obama,  United States President’s
wife, and former US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.  Although all this could be very nice,
to a typical Malawians it may mean too little if not nothing at all.

Even with a lot of funding and awareness women who are aspiring to run the parliamentary
seats in the 2014 Tripartite elections, still face hassles because of many reasons.  For instance
in a Malawi setting women’s participation in politics is limited due to the social roles that
they have to deal with each passing day.  At a time a woman is supposed to be campaigning
and marketing herself just like her male counterpart are doing, she may also be required to
attend  other  important  activities  in  the  society  like  funerals.   The  society  will  judge  her
wrongly if she goes to a campaign rally when the entire village is at a funeral.  The same
however cannot be said about a man.

A number of women aspirants may not be financially independent and this is a very important
element in times of campaign.   Without any cash one is likely to flop come election day
because all the travel and campaign materials require a lot of finances when one is trying to
woo people’s votes.  All these therefore act as barriers to the success of women in politics.
As such women’s participation in politics is mainly at grass roots levels and not commonly at
decision making positions.
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