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PRESS STATEMENT  

 

CSOs CONSORTIUM ON THE CONSTITUTION REVIEW PROCESS  

  3
rd

 DECEMBER 2013, GOLDEN BRIDGE HOTEL, LUSAKA. 

 

HONOURABLE MPs 

LEADERS AND MEMBERS OF SEVERAL CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS 

REPRESENTED 

COLLEAGUES FROM THE MEDIA  

ALL PROTOCOLS OBSERVED 

 

May I take the rare privilege to welcome you all to this important milestone that marks a unified 

position from across the church, the opposition political parties, civil society and the youth 

movement in particular on the subject of the release of the Final Draft Constitution. On behalf of 

these stakeholders that represent over 13 million citizens in this country, we wish to respond to 

the recent developments and statements reported in various media concerning the status of the 

Final Draft constitution. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, we firstly would like to state that the reported statement by the President 

of the Republic of Zambia on 30
th

 November 2013 in Mansa that ‘‘we do not need a new 

constitution, the current constitution only needs to be amended’’ makes very sad reading indeed. 

This statement has confused all well-meaning Zambians. It is not only a direct insult to the 

Zambian people but also falls short of any moral gratitude. The statement confirms one 

fundamental fact: that the PF party and its President don’t mean well for this country. Every 

Zambian looks at the constitution as the Bedrock, the Heart and Soul of Good and Democratic 

Governance. We believe that in order for our country to make any meaningful leaps in 

development, Democratic Governace must be at the core of our agenda. 
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A short recollection of facts tells us that the President put in place the Technical Committee on 

Drafting the Zambian Constitution on 16
th

 November 2011 in order to come up with a people-

driven constitution. The Committee of experts was appointed to collect views from all corners of 

the country in order to draft and present a constitution that reflects the will and aspirations of the 

people. Within the provisions of the Terms of Reference of the Technical Committee, there is 

specific reference to the committee to  ‘‘draft the constitution of Zambia Bill which shall set a 

commencement date for the new constitution, deal with the transitional and other issues for the 

effective transition into a new constitutional regime…..’’ Now we ask as citizens of our beloved 

country, after spending over K100 Million of taxpayer money what has changed to warrant the 

need for amendments in the current constitution? Isn’t this daylight abrogation of moral and 

social commitments agreed between the governors and the governed? Clearly, this is abuse of the 

trust and goodwill invested by the people of Zambia in the PF government. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, we all remember how strongly opposed the PF government was to the 

constitution making process under the National Constitution Conference indicating that the 

process would be a drain on national resources. They instead indicated that they would enact a 

new constitution within 90 days. This was the chorus of their campaign and it earned them many 

kudos, including winning the 2011 elections. 

 

As we see it, it’s now clear that there is a premeditated scheme to deceive and deny the 

Zambians a people- driven constitution. We say this because we see a serious disconnect 

between all the promises that they have been making since 2011 compared to what has been 

obtaining since October, 2013.We now fully understand why the P.F. refused to bring to 

parliament a legislative bill to protect the process and content of the draft constitution: it would 

go against their premeditated scheme of not delivering a people driven constitution. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, we want to state in no uncertain terms, a people driven constitution is not 

a preserve of a privileged few, but much like the bible, is a document for every citizen, poor and 

rich. We urge all Zambians from all walks of life, social, religious, political to walk in solidarity 

with one another and stop President Sata and his P.F government from abusing public trust and 
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goodwill. The situation we are in country men and women calls for desperate action to make 

things right. 

 

We make an earnest appeal to all stakeholders gathered here to take a clear message to the 

people across the 10 provinces of this country:mobilise every Zambian and demand for a people 

driven constitution NOW. We also call on the media to get on board and champion this 

campaign for a new constitution. 

 

Finally, we call on the President to give us the FINAL DRAFT CONSTITUTION OF ZAMBIA 

NOW.  

 

We speak on behalf of more than 13 million Zambians, the people of Zambia demand a new 

constitution, a people driven constitution NOW. 

 

 

Father Cleophas Lungu 

For and on behalf of Zambian citizens, political parties and the CSO Coalition on the 

Constitution Review Process 


