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Born in Latin America, Reborn in Rome 

At the beginning of this New Year, I travelled to Mexico to attend a meeting organised by our 

Province of the Americas on Justice and Peace, Integrity of Creation, Encounter and Dialogue. In 

preparation for this journey and during the long hours at the airports and in the air to Mexico, three 

points attracted my attention:  

a) The large number of Catholics in this region – Brazil and Mexico are considered first and second 

respectively as the most Catholic countries in the world;  

b)  Liberation Theology from Latin American  

c)  The gift of Pope Francis from the Latin American Church to the Universal Church in particular and 

to the World in general. 

During our meeting, I was very curious to learn more about the influence and reality of Liberation 

Theology, especially in Mexico and Brazil where we are present. In answer to my questions, some 

confreres said that Liberation Theology was more or less dead while others were of the opinion that 

although it was silenced, it is still active like yeast in the dough! We discussed the socio-economic 

and political situations such as insecurity, violence and drug trafficking, human trafficking, the 

continuing widening gulf between the rich and the poor. Mexico ranks the first or second on the list 

in the world for many of these problems. This shows that the main concern and preoccupations of 

Liberation Theology, that it is to say, the liberation of the poor, is still necessary and urgent in this 

region. 

Whether Liberation Theology was only silenced or killed in its cradle, whoever is familiar with its 

fundamental aspirations, aims and practical proposals, will agree with me that it has been reborn, 

not in its first birthplace but rather in Rome through Pope Francis.  His reflections, teachings and 

prophetic gestures reveal him as a true disciple (not in a classroom behind a desk, but on foot 

walking with the people) of this Liberation Theology from Latin America. 

Will the seeds of this reborn Liberation Theology fall alongside the path or on rocky ground or among 

the thorns or on good soil? Will its voice fall on deaf ears? (cf. Mt. 13:1-9) 

Nnyombi Richard, M. Afr. 
 



NEWS FROM THE SOCIETY 
 
Plenary Council in Ouagadougou 
During our Plenary Council held in Ougadougou (2nd - 22nd September 2013), a number of points 
were highlighted, some as orientations and others as decisions to be included in our animation and 
pastoral practical programmes. The prevailing spirit throughout was 'Think globally and act locally', 
in other words, 'think Society-wise and act Province-wise'. We noted on several occasions that we 
would need to be more creative and imaginative in order to be able to implement the proposed 
orientations and decisions in our particular contexts.  
 
Camps of displaced people around Goma - Congo DRC 
Our confrere, Giuseppe Locati, recently appointed as chaplain of the displaced people by the Bishop 
of Goma, tells of the inhuman and hopeless situation in the camps around the town of Goma. He 
says that the existence of these camps for the last 20 years is a deplorable 'perpetual injustice' 
seriously challenging both political and religious leaders. (Read article) 
 
Americas (AMS) JPIC-ED Meeting 
Twelve Missionaries of Africa from Brazil, Canada, Mexico and USA plus two MSOLA attended a 
meeting in Guadalajara, Mexico from the 6th to 10th January 2014. The meeting was characterised 
by the diversity of situations and commitments, and yet inspired by the same spirit and goal: to work 
for a more peaceful and just society wherever we are. 
 
Brazil 
"This year, during the Lenten season, all the Christian communities will reflect on the reality of 
human trafficking within and outside the country. The reflections and prayers are expected to lead 
to concrete actions against this evil phenomenon, especially the traffic of young girls." (Serge Traore) 
 
Award of Ph.D to Fr. Diego Sarrio 
 On the 10th December 2013, our confrere, Diego Sarrio, defended his doctoral thesis in 
Georgetown University (USA) in the Department of Theological and Religious Studies. The title of his 
thesis was The Mirror of the Other: Shihâb al-Dîn al-Qarâfî's Splendid Replies. This dissertation deals 
with 'Christian-Muslim polemics', a theme that not only looks to the past but also is of relevance 
today. We congratulate Diego, who has been appointed to PISAI, and we wish him a happy and 
fruitful ministry 
 
 EAP JPIC-ED Animators Meeting 
The Eastern Africa Province will hold a meeting of its JPIC-ED animators in Kampala, Uganda from the 
26th February to 4th March 2014. The MSOLA will send representatives to this meeting. 
 
 
OTHER NEWS 
 
10th Assembly of the World Council of Churches (WCC), 2013 

 
Three Missionaries of Africa, the Superior General, Richard Baawobr, Bernard Ugeux and Richard 
Nnyombi, attended the 10th Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Busan City, South Korea. 
There were more than 2,700 participants from more than 350 churches from all the continents. The 
presence of people from 'neighbour religions' reminded us of the close link between ecumenical 
dialogue and interreligious dialogue. Likewise, the key themes discussed during the Assembly 
focused on life, justice and peace so underpinning the close links between JPIC and ED. 
 



On the way to Busan, we prayed to "the God of life to lead us in the way of justice, peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit.” On the way from Busan, we committed ourselves to share at the same 'table of 
service', serving Christ who is present in those deprived of 'justice and peace', both humans and our 
Mother Earth. Hence, the title of the final message of the Assembly: "Join the Pilgrimage of Justice 
and Peace.” Here is an extract from this message:  
 
"We live in a time of global crises. Economic, ecological, socio-political and spiritual challenges 
confront us. In darkness and in the shadow of death, in suffering and persecution, how precious is 
the gift of hope from the Risen Lord! By the flame of the Spirit in our hearts, we pray to Christ to 
brighten the world: for his light to turn our whole beings to caring for the whole of creation and to 
affirm that all people are created in God’s image. Listening to voices that often come from the 
margins let us all share lessons of hope and perseverance. Let us recommit ourselves to work for 
liberation and to act in solidarity. May the illuminating Word of God guide us on our journey. (#5) 
 
For more information: http://wcc2013.info/en 
 
INTERNATIONAL, NATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS DAYS 
 
January 
+01. World day for Peace. Independence of Sudan (1956) 
+18-25. Week for Christian Unity 
+27. Victims of Holocaust 
 
February 
+04. World Cancer Day 
+08. St. Bakhita Josephine - *Day of Prayer for Survivors and Victims of Human Trafficking  
+11. World Day of the Sick. Our Lady of Lourdes 
+20. World Day of Social Justice 
+21. Mother language 
 

****** 
 

"Please, loosen the chains...they are heavy!" 
(St. Josephine Bakhita, during her agony, she relived the terrible days of her slavery and more than once begged the nurse 

who assisted her with those words.) 

**** 
"In our endeavour to promote Christian-Muslim Dialogue, against present contrary winds, 

preventive dialogue, i.e. dialogue of life and actions, should be emphasized." 
(Plenary Council, Ouagadougou, 2013) 

 
*** 

 
Some readings: 
 
Articles on fighting modern slavery in the Tablet:  
- "Never say you did not know,” by Frank Field and Tim Weedon, 9 November 2013, pp. 6 - 7. 
- "Vital link to break the chains,” by Frank Field and Tim Weedon, 11 January 2014, pp. 12 - 13. 

 

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/annual/world_cancer_day/en/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/events/socialjusticeday

