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CHALLENGE 

Malawi is one of the poorest countries in the world, ranking 170 out of 187 on the UN Human Development 
Index.  But it is a country at peace, with a democratic tradition and great potentials for development. A major 
challenge to authentic development is the lack of effective educational opportunities. Less than 35% of Ma-
lawi’s youth (fewer than 30% of the girls) have access to secondary education.  

The lack of government financial 
commitment to education, lack of well 
trained teachers, distances students 
must travel between home and 
school, and general poverty levels 
nationwide have all contributed to Ma-
lawi’s national education deficit. 

Taking into account this challenging 
situation, the Jesuits of the Zambia-
Malawi Province have made a priority 
commitment to establish Loyola Jesu-
it Secondary School (LJSS).  This 
high quality residential secondary 
school in the rural community of 
Kasungu will serve 500 students with 
a 50% mix of girls and boys.  

With strong encouragement from the Jesuit Superior General in Rome, the Catholic Bishops of Malawi, na-
tional and local Government officials, local families, and generous financial support from donors in Europe 
and the USA, Phase One of construction of LJSS began in September 2012 and will be completed in June 
2014.  Enrollment of 100 students in Form One (Grade Nine) will begin in September 2014.  

Construction costs for the project are estimated to be USD 9.5 million, and furniture and equipment is esti-
mated to cost an additional USD 2.0 million. More than 65% of the total has been raised to date.. 

For the Children and the Future of Malawi   

Building the Loyola Jesuit Secondary School in Kasungu, Malawi  

Case Statement 

VISION AND MISSION 

Our Vision is to have Loyola Jesuit Secondary School graduates who are persons of competence, commit-
ment and conscience, who are aware of their responsibility to contribute to the transformation of Malawian 
society according to the Christian values of faith and justice. 

Our Mission is to provide quality secondary education to Malawian boys and girls that embodies character-
istics of Jesuit Education, with special commitment to the less privileged and to character formation based 
on Christian values.  

 

Local primary school children cheer construction progress. 



FEATURES OF THE NEW SCHOOL  

Loyola Jesuit Secondary School is located 120 km (75 miles) from the capital of Lilongwe, in the rural town 
of Kasungu (population: 65,000).  Situated on 22 hectares (50 acres) of previously unoccupied land, the 
school will be co-educational, in order to promote the essential education of girls, and all boarding to ensure 
a total learning environment.  The Malawi Ministry of Education will pay salaries of teachers and some sup-
port staff.  This means lower costs (only food and accommodation charges), making the school accessible 
to families of lesser means.  Current estimated expenses for each student are USD 400 per year. 

While using the Malawi Secondary School Syllabus, LJSS will expand the syllabus to emphasise the highest 
level of academic excellence with appropriate life-skills training and character formation. The curriculum will 
clearly embody the Jesuit ethos to educate young women and men not only to make a living, but to form stu-
dents to be “people with and for others” who will make a difference in their community and nation. To ensure 
this is accomplished, we plan to complement the staff assigned and paid for by Government funds with addi-
tional staff who understand the Jesuit concept of formation that promotes the goals of Ignatian education.  

LJSS is not just a school for students whose families can afford the annual fees. To assure that LJSS can 
enroll students from families who cannot meet these costs, we will seek support to establish an endowment 
fund to earn interest for regular provision of bursaries and also seek individual scholarships for some needy 
students.   

PROGRESS, PLANS AND NEEDS  

 

Loyola Jesuit Secondary School is owned and oper-
ated by the Zambia-Malawi Jesuit Province.  It co-
operates with the education offices of the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of Malawi and the Government 
of Malawi.  The LJSS plot is close to St. Joseph’s 
Parish, our Jesuit pastoral centre, which hosts a 
very good primary school.   

Initial work at the school site enclosed the property 
with a wall, installed electrical and water connec-
tions, and constructed an access road. Phase One 
construction (September 2012 to June 2014) pro-
vides the basic facilities necessary to open the 
school to the first class of students (an administra-
tion block, classrooms and laboratories, library, dor-
mitories, staff housing, kitchen facilities).  Phase 
Two construction begins in 2015 and will provide 
additional classrooms, laboratories, dormitories and 
faculty housing, the clinic, chapel and sports facili-
ties.  

Funding efforts are being pursued with church or-
ganizations, foundations and individual donors.  

A roster of specific funding opportunities is available 
on a separate document.   . 

All donations are processed through the Wisconsin Jesuit Advancement Office, a registered 501 (c) 

(3) fiscal agent. Donations can be made through our website,www.loyola-malawi.org, where you can 

see our progress.  

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/loyolamw.  Contact us at loyolamalawi@gmail.com.  

  Anything 

 

I can be anything  

I can have everything 

I can wish for the impossible 

by pondering the unthinkable 

 

I will claim the sun 

and all its shine 

I will harvest all its light 

I will stand in wait for its rise 

I will grow wings 

and ride the wind 

 

My imagination will propel my thoughts  

far and beyond  

Reducing this earth to just a blue dot 

 

I will live my dream 

I will light my shine 

I will ride my wind 

Just one class at a time! 

 

A poem by Malawian poet Q Malewezi,  
read at  Groundbreaking Ceremony,  21 
September 2012 


