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Tangaza University College 

The Course: Islamic and Arabic studies in view of a better 
understanding of Muslim-Christian Relations 

 
Presentation 
Even if, in Africa, the growth of the Muslim population is relatively steady, it is true that the 

presence of Islam is more and more visible and that Muslims have changed since the last twenty 

years and are still changing. 

Islam has been present in Sub-Saharan Africa almost since the beginning of Islam. It spread 

peacefully, except during some episodes of violent jihad, when it was imposed on non-Muslim 

populations in West Africa. The Muslim Sufi Orders, or Brotherhoods, played an important role in 

the spreading of this faith. In their endeavour to present Islam, the Sufi Orders have in a sense 

Africanized it. 

But nowadays the African Muslims are more aware of “being Muslims”, and more conscious of 

belonging to the Umma, the worldwide Muslim community. This new awareness and this new 

conscience of belonging, influenced by internal and external factors, are changing the climate of the 

Christian-Muslim relations in Africa. 

If, in the past, and still now in many places, the relations between Christians and Muslims could have 

been, could be, characterised very often as a peaceful cohabitation, even within familial relations, 

presently these relations are sometimes more aggressive, and even violent. 

Following the teaching of Vatican II and the guidance of the present Pope, His Holiness John Paul II, 

the Catholic Church encourages dialogue with Muslims (see the texts on the back). 

Prompted by this encouragement of the Church, the Missionaries of Africa, who were directly in 

charge of the Pontifical Institute for Arabic and Islamic studies (PISAI) in Rome, organised, from 

October 1989 to June 2001, a one-year programme in Islamic studies and a Christian Reflection on 

Islam with an apostolic and pastoral perspective. The course was intended for members of the 

Church working among and with Muslims who felt a need for basic training. In 2000 however, after 

an evaluation of the programme and a lengthy reflection, it was decided to discontinue the course in 

Rome, and put forward a similar programme in Africa, that would take into account the changes in 

the African Muslim community and the call facing the African Church for a commitment to dialogue 

with the Muslims. 

Objectives: 

1. To form Christians as men and women of dialogue with Muslims, people who know the Muslims 

and their faith as objectively as possible, who are rooted in their Christian faith, motivated by the 

teaching of their Church and nourished by a spirituality of dialogue. 

2. To prepare Christians as agents of dialogue in their communities, who are able to help their fellow 

Christians to understand their Muslim neighbours and are aware of the Muslim sensitivity 

concerning all the pastoral activities of the Church. 

ISLAMIC STUDIES - TANGAZA 

تانغازا -لدرسات االسالمية ا  
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3. To offer to the Church resource-persons, who will collaborate with the Christians involved in 

mass-media, in catechetics, in Christian initiation, in education, in socio-pastoral activities and in the 

promotion of justice, peace and sustainable development. 

Those Eligible for the programme: 

This programme is offered primarily to Catholic priests, religious women and men, and lay people 

who are proficient in English. It is also offered to members of the other Churches and Christian 

communities who, working with Muslims in a Muslim context, share their faith with Muslims, and 

whose Christian communities are challenged by the presence of Muslim neighbours. Muslims are 

also welcome, as their presence offers other students to interact with them during the course. 

Admission Requirements for the One-Year Certificate Program: 

For dmission to the one-year certificate program of Islamic studies in Tangaza College University 

College, candidates must: 

a. have completed secondary education in their country of origin 

b. have completed a course in theological studies or equivalent 

c. have at least some experience of living and working among Muslims 

d. be recommended by their bishop, an appropriate religious superior (in the case of religious), 

or their sponsoring authority as determined by the Academic Board 

e. provide a proof of English Competency for tertiary level studies at Tangaza College (see 

normally accepted evidence). 

Certificate in Islamic Studies 

To be considered for the award of the Certificate in Islamic Studies by the Department of Mission 

Studies in the Theology Programme of Tangaza College, a student must satisfy minimum entry 

requirement for the award, must obtain the number of credits required (30) for the award, and must 

have passed all the courses at the end of the program of study. 

Moreover, he/she must have submitted his/her long essay of at least 6,000 – 7,000 words. 

The classification of the award shall be based on cumulative grades of course-work, plus the long 

essay. 

The courses: general presentation: 

The programme focuses on two points:  

- firstly, an objective knowledge of Islam 

- secondly, a Christian reflection on Islam 

About the first point, it proposes: 

- a course on knowledge of Islam in two parts: the first about the Islamic history and civilization; the 

second about the Islamic theology, thoughts and practices 

- a course on Islam in Africa 

- a course on commented readings of Muslim texts 

About the second point, it proposes: 

- a course on Christian Theology of other religions 

- a course on Mission Theology 

These two courses aim at helping the students to deep their motivations for dialogue and to 

perceive the Muslim faith according to the official teaching of the Catholic Church. 
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- a course on Christian Faith and Muslim faith in two parts. It aims at emphasizing the specificities of 

the two faiths, to understand better how we may communicate the core of our Christian faith to 

Muslims in a way, which would be understandable by them, and how we may be challenged by some 

aspects of the Muslim faith and requested to deepen our personal faith 

- a course on the pastoral issues concerning our living together with Muslims 

Christians and Muslims have in mind a lot of prejudices and they use polemics, sometimes very 

ancient, against each other. So it is good to know the origin of these prejudices and polemics. A 

course on the history of the Christian-Muslim relations may help to clarify this point. 

The programme includes also group discussions, presentations and seminars on different topics 

linked to the courses. 

Time is left for personal reading, or for research on a particular country or pastoral theme. 

Fees: 

The total number of credits offered by this one-year programme is 30. The standard flat rate is Ksh 

103,735 per semester. Candidates from member congregations of Tangaza University College pay 

reduced fair of Ksh 69,175 per semester. Special rates are foreseen for non-Tangaza students 

intending to follow only some parts of the program. Financial assistance offered, subject to 

availability. See below. 

Accommodations: 

Tangaza College does not provide accommodations for its students. However, some agreements 

could be made with some religious congregations, which have the possibility of welcoming students. 

In some of their houses, a chaplain’s work is requested from the student priests and could reduce 

the price of accommodations. 

Scholarships: 

There are some partial scholarships available for the coming academic year, subject to specific 

conditions and terms. Deadline for application 15 July 2014. 

Transport: 

Tangaza College is in Karen district of Nairobi, which is relatively far from the city centre. It is 

advisable to foresee in the budget of a student the price of the transport. 

 

Contact Person: 

Fr Felix J. PHIRI (M.Afr).      Islamic Studies 

Missionaries of Africa       Tangaza College 

P. O. Box 15055        P. O. Box 15055 

P. C. 00509 Langata       P. C. 00509 Langata 

Nairobi KENYA        Nairobi KENYA 

Tel : +254.732.642.496       Tel : +254.891407 / 890340 

Email : felixjphiri@yahoo.co.uk     Email : islamicstudies@tangaza.org 

 

 

 


