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A KEY NOTE SPEECH DELIVERED AT THE GRAND COALITION GENERAL 
MEETING HELD AT MULUNGUSHI INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE CENTRE - 

LUSAKA, 30TH AUGUST 2014 
By Fr. Cleophas Lungu – Spokesperson of the Oasis Forum 

 
 The Chairperson of the Grand Coalition for a People-Driven Constitution and the 

entire Leadership; 
 Leaders of different Political Parties here present; 
 The Esteemed Representatives of Civil Society Organizations; 
 Our Distinguished and Invited Guests;  
 Ladies and gentlemen. 

 

I feel greatly honoured to have been asked to address this august house on a very 

important subject matter of our continued struggle to deliver unto ourselves a new 

and people driven constitution that will embrace the true aspirations of all Zambians 

and stand the taste of time. It is my firm belief that we have gathered here at 

Mulungushi International Conference Centre as key protagonists and champions for 

good governance, that is, the kind of governance that is based on a new and better 

constitutional order.  

 

From the well-chosen theme of our deliberations today: “Zambia at 50 – Rescuing 

and Giving Ourselves a People – Driven Constitution,” I would like to isolate, or 

rather, highlight three cardinal arguments the Oasis Forum together with the Grand 

Coalition and all well-meaning Zambians have always advanced in their demand  for 

a new constitution: 

 

1) To start with, our theme points to the fact that we are celebrating the 

Golden Jubilee of our political independence. And yet, we are still ruling 

ourselves with essentially a constitution adopted from our colonial masters. 

The late Nelson Madiba Mandela once said, “I have fought against white 

domination and I have fought against black domination.”  What do I mean to 

say? Simply put, there is still work to be done of putting our house to order by 

installing a new constitutional regime in our beloved country, Zambia. After so 

many wasted years, I strongly feel, think and believe that time has come for 

our nation to deliver. Zambia can no longer afford to see more national 

resources being gobbled without getting the people driven and people 

centred constitution. And allow me here to reiterate the demand we earlier 

made as Oasis Forum in collaboration with the Grand Coalition that the best 

Jubilee gift for Zambia as it turns 50 is to give ourselves a new constitution.  In 

other words, the best way of celebrating our Golden Jubilee, that is, the “Year 

of the Lord’s Favor, a “Year of Restoring Justice” in the land and a “Jubilee 
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Year of Starting Afresh” as a country,” is to continue mounting pressure on the 

powers that be so that they can immediately release the final draft of new 

constitution. Indeed, I do appreciate the many sacrifices made by our gallant 

freedom-fighters and do surely salute them for paying a high price in order to 

gain us the hard-won independence. In fact, these patriotic men and women 

had a vision to build a nation in which all its citizens would enjoy freedom not 

only from colonial oppression but freedom from hunger, poverty, curable 

diseases as well as every form of injustice and exploitation. As such, I strongly 

believe that the best way to honour our national heroes is to put in place a 

new constitutional order that will ensure that their noble aspirations of having 

a free, prosperous and democratic Zambia are realized. For sure, I am not 

opposed to genuine Golden Jubilee celebrations. However, we should never 

forget that having mere ceremonial celebrations for the sake of celebrating is 

not worthwhile. On the other hand, the greatest challenge we have as 

Zambians is to recapture the spirit of our gallant freedom fighters; a spirit of 

moral courage, self-sacrifice on behalf of future generations and unity of 

purpose in the fight for emancipation. Thus, notwithstanding the current 

Government’s many attempts to stall and their manoeuvres to abort the 

constitution making process, we must remain resolved to mobilize the masses 

at the grassroots and campaign, in a peaceful manner, for the immediate 

release of the final draft of the constitution and its enactment through a 

national referendum. Yes, for us, a new constitution is a must because we 

see it as a tool for social, economic and political development of our 

country. Even though we cannot eat a constitution, a good constitution will 

ensure that there is food on our tables, medicine in our hospitals and that 

quality education is offered in our schools. 

 

2) Secondly, the theme clearly stipulates that we are on a Rescue Mission. This 

implies that our precious document has been hijacked by someone and 

wherever it is, is a wrong place and perhaps it is not safe at all. As true 

custodians of the Constitution, the people of Zambia must not relent in their 

efforts to rescue their document. Much as it is true that those in government 

have been duly elected to manage the affairs of the country, it is also true that 

they were elected and thus employed by Zambians not masters but their 

servants. As such, those who are honoured to be in any position of power 

must always aspire to respect the will of the people. At this moment in time, 

we can comfortably state that the will of true and well-meaning Zambians is 

to see their leaders act on their promise to deliver a new Constitution in 90 

Days. We therefore seriously bemoan the retrogressive and uninspiring 
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statements issued by a number of government leaders over the current 

constitution making process. Surely, we must begin to call into question the 

integrity of our political leaders who find it prudent to take Zambians for 

granted. They often promise falsehoods during their political campaigns, say 

things that they do not mean, promise actions that they have no intentions 

of taking, unashamedly make political U-turns and arrogantly pretend that 

they did not say what they said. The day of reckoning is surely coming. 

Therefore, the best the current government can do is to respect the will of the 

people who are demanding a people-driven constitution. After all, as the Latin 

adage goes, “Vox Populi, Vox Dei,” that is, “the Voice of the People, is the 

Voice of God.” 

 

3) Thirdly, our theme refers to the Principle of Self-Determination. For sure, the 

ball is in our court. We cannot simply fold our hands, sit down or simply kneel 

and pray, hoping for a miracle to happen. On top of TALKING and PRAYING, 

we surely need to ACT. As we all know, our independence in 1964 was not 

given on a silver plate. There was in fact the active participation of all sections 

of society, the youths, women, labour movement, churches and political 

parties. Again, it took the sacrifice of countless people – known and unknown 

– to see the dawn of a new day and a new nation. Once more, we find 

ourselves at a crossroad. The Year 2014, is not only a Year to Jubilate on our 

past achievements. It is also a Year of making a decision that will determine 

our own future. And this cannot be done by a mere talk. There is need for 

strategic interventions and actions. Let us then remember the words that 

always inspired the Madiba, “It matters not how strait the gate; How 

charged with punishments the scroll. I am the master of my fate; I am the 

Captain of my soul.” Yes, let us all become masters of our own future and 

captains of the soul of our nation by mobilising ourselves and ensuring that 

the constitution is finally rescued and given to us. 

 

Finally, let us remember that “All it takes for evil to prevail is for good people to 

stand by and do nothing.” I therefore urge all well-meaning Zambians to stand firm 

and strong in the resolve to deliver unto ourselves a new constitution that will give 

us a good cause to celebrate our Golden Jubilee. We cannot afford to slumber. Now 

is the time to wake up, speak, act and so determine the destiny of our beloved 

nation. Once more, as Mandela once said, “It all seems impossible until it is done.” 

Let us not despair no matter how many setbacks we may face along the way. Yes, we 

shall overcome “for nothing is impossible with God” (Luke 1:37). May God bless the 

Grand Coalition – And Long Live Zambia – I Thank You! 


