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All things to all 

Christmas is already looming on the horizon! A joyful feast indeed not only for Christians but 

also for others who are not adherents to the Christian faith. According to one of the websites, 

Christmas is the second most popular annual feasts worldwide after New Year, followed by 

Eid al-Fitr, Eid-al-Adha, Valentine, Diwali, etc. Surprisingly, different people have different 

reasons for celebrating this day and not all Christians celebrate it because of its Christian 

understanding of ‘God’s incarnation in Jesus-Christ’. The key message that seems to be 

appealing to many in this feast is that of peace and good-will echoed in the message of the 

angels to the shepherds: “…….and peace on earth to all people of good will.” (Lk. 2: 14) 

Wouldn’t this feast, therefore, in a way be an expression of humanity’s longing for the 

incarnation of peace and good-will on the earth? 

The Christian understanding of Christmas was the foundation of Cardinal Lavigerie’s 

preference for and recommendation of the tout-à-tous (making ourselves all things to all) to 

his missionaries as the apostolic method par excellence of witnessing to the Gospel and 

Kingdom values. Inspired by St. Paul (cf. 1 Cor. 9: 22; also Phil. 2: 1-11), he sees in the tout-

à-tous “God’s way of doing things, the divine way.” How relevant but also how demanding is 

this instruction of our Founder in the multi-cultural and multi-faith globalised world of 

today? And to what extent does it urge us to purify our intentions so that we do not use it as a 

tactic to convert others to our faith community! How are we transmitting this divine way of 

doing things to our spiritual sons and daughters who are members of the Christian 

communities of which we are so proud to be the spiritual parents and founders through our 

predecessors? 

When our spiritual sons and daughters in the local churches show hatred and aversion to the 

‘different-others’ especially those of different faith communities, e.g. Islam and ATR, is it 

not a sign of failure on our side for not having passed on to them this spiritual and apostolic 

divine way  essentially enshrined in the Christmas message? A Luganda proverb says that: 

“Ennyonyi enkulu y’eyigiriza ento okwonoona mu kisulo.” (The old bird teaches the young 

ones to foul the nest). Would this mean that we ourselves have fallen short of living out the 

depth and breadth of this divine method? 

May this Christmas season be yet another privileged moment of prayer and reflection and 

may it help us to rediscover the divine wisdom hidden in this instruction of our Founder, a 

tradition which we are so proud to name as a constitutive element of our missionary identity 

and our way of doing mission. 

I wish each and everybody a very Happy Christmas and a blessed and fruitful new year. 

Nnyombi Richard, M. Afr. 



 

NEWS FROM THE SOCIETY AND ELSEWHERE 

Re-opening of IBLA (Institut des belles-lettres arabes) in Tunis 

 

This historical library for research work re-opened on Saturday 18th October 2014 after 

almost 4 years of closure due to the fire which devastated part of it on the 5th January 2010 

and in which our confrere, John Baptist Maffi lost his life. About 14,000 books, magazines 

and periodicals were lost in this fire. Present at the ceremony were the Director of the 

National Library, Mr. Kamel Eddine GAHA who, together with the Director of IBLA, Fr. 

Bonaventura Mwenda (M.Afr.), cut the red ribbon to mark the official re-opening. The 

Archbishop of Tunis, Mgr Irario Antoniazzi was also present. The Superior General of the 

Missionaries of Africa was represented by Fr. Francois Richard. 

 

The rebuilding and restoration work was carried out in close collaboration with the Tunisian 

Government. The history of the library goes back as far as 1926. Presently, there are four 

confreres working there. 

http://www.mafrome.org/reouverture_ibla.htm 

 

IFIC – New Academic Year 2014/2015 

 

Our Institute for Christian-Muslim Formation (IFIC) in Bamako, Mali, opened its new 

academic year on the 13th October 2014, with a record number of 15 students from different 

countries: 11 from Mali and one from each of the following: Mauritania, Cameroon, Canada 

and Ghana. These students are drawn from different Christian denominations, lay people and 

priests. Two of them are Missionaries of Africa. This is the 8th year since IFIC opened its 

doors. 

 

The opening ceremony started with the Eucharistic celebration presided by Mgr Jean Zerbo, 

the Archbishop of Bamako. In his homily he insisted on the importance of a good formation 

and encouraged the students to take their studies seriously.  

 

Fr. Joseph Stammer, the present director of IFIC, notes with regret that the Catholic Churches 

(dioceses) in the sub-region where majority of the population is Muslim, with the exception 

of Mali, have not yet responded positively by sending students to IFIC. 

 

World Aids Day – “CLOSE THE GAP” 

 

This year’s theme, “Close the Gap" was a challenge to all to work towards “closing the gap” 

between the “haves” and “have-nots” in the global response to AIDS. The evaluation of the 

present situation shows some good news in the fight against the pandemic but at the same 

time warns us that the situation is still fragile and therefore there is need to be vigilant. 

 

Some good news 

- Globally, HIV rates are on the decline 
- Almost 14 million people worldwide are now accessing HIV treatment 
- New HIV infections have been reduced by 38% since 2001. 

- The world has prevented 1.16 million infections among newborn babies. 
- On track to provide antiretroviral therapy to 15 million people by 2015.  
- Progress is accelerating in tackling and removing laws that stigmatize and discriminate. 

 



But the gains remain fragile 

- There are still 35 million people living with HIV today, and some 19 million of them do 

not know they have the virus. Close to 2.1 million people are said to have been infected 

with HIV last year. 

- Although globally HIV rates are on the decline, in some countries it is the opposite. For 

example in Uganda ten years ago it was 6% (1.2M) but now it is 7.4% (1.6M).  

- Two out of three children who need treatment do not get it 
- Young women are particularly vulnerable in many countries with high HIV prevalence. 
- AIDS is increasing in Eastern Europe, Central Asia and the Middle East, fuelled by 

stigma, discrimination and punitive laws. 
- Every year about 1.6 million people die of AIDS related illnesses. Almost 40 million 

people have died from AIDS-related causes during the past three decades. 

- In some countries, there is rise of infections within married couples and this is thought to 

be related to the rise in domestic violence. 

- AIDS would be the No.1 killer of African teenagers! 

 

http://www.who.int/campaigns/aids-day/2014/en/ 

http://www.news.va/en/news/a-message-for-world-aids-day-from-caritas-internat 

http://www.ipsnews.net/2014/11/africa-aids-is-no-1-killer-of-teenagers/ 

ajanweb.org African Jesuit AIDS Network (AJAN) 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity – 2015 

The theme for this year is “Jesus said to her: ‘Give me to drink" (John 4:7). The key text is 

John 4: 1-42, the story of Jesus and the Samaritan Woman at the well. The resources were 

prepared by the National Council of Christian Churches of Brazil (CONIC). 

“The encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman invites us to try water from a 

different well and also to offer a little of our own. In diversity, we enrich each other. The 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is a privileged moment for prayer, encounter and 

dialogue. It is an opportunity to recognize the richness and value that are present in the other, 

the different, and to ask God for the gift of unity.” 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/chrstuni/weeks-prayer-

doc/rc_pc_chrstuni_doc_20140611_week-prayer-2015_en.html 

VATICAN - Bakhita Day: The First International Day of Prayer and Awareness 

against Human Trafficking  

The First "International Day of Prayer and Awareness against Human Trafficking" will be 

celebrated on 8 February 2015, the Feast Day of Josephine Bakhita, a Sudanese slave, freed, 

who became a Canossian nun, and was declared a Saint in 2000. The initiative is promoted by 

the Pontifical Council of Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, the Pontifical 

Council for Justice and Peace and the International Union of Superiors General (UISG and 

USG).  

"The primary objective of the International Day is to create greater awareness of this 

phenomenon and to reflect on the overall situation of violence and injustice that affect so 

many people, who have no voice, do not count, and are no one: they are simply slaves. 

Another goal is to attempt to provide solutions to counter this modern form of slavery by 

taking concrete actions". (Agenzia Fides 26/11/2014) 

http://www.ipsnews.net/2014/11/africa-aids-is-no-1-killer-of-teenagers/


Vatican: Religious leaders gathered in the Vatican for the eradication of modern slavery 

 

On 2nd December 2014, the International Day for the Abolition of Slavery, leaders of the 

world's major religions gathered together in the Vatican and signed the declaration for the 

eradication of modern slavery aiming at “inspiring spiritual and practical action by all 

global faiths and people of good will everywhere to eradicate modern slavery across the 

world by 2020 and for all time.” They also said that ‘modern slavery is a crime against 

humanity’. The Declaration was signed by Pope Francis, along with Orthodox, Anglican, 

Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist and Hindu representatives. (See text) 

 

Visit of Pope Francis to Turkey: Ecumenical and Interreligious Dialogue 

 

Pope Francis visited Turkey from the 28th to the 30th November 2014. This visit, as expected, 

had two key issues: Dialogue between Christian and Muslims and the Ecumenical Dialogue 

between Catholics and the Orthodox. The other highlight was the situation of the refugees in 

the region. In their common declaration Pope Francis and the Ecumenical Patriarch 

Bartholomew I said: 

 

“The grave challenges facing the world in the present situation require the solidarity of all 

people of good will, and so we also recognize the importance of promoting a constructive 

dialogue with Islam based on mutual respect and friendship. Inspired by common values and 

strengthened by genuine fraternal sentiments, Muslims and Christians are called to work 

together for the sake of justice, peace and respect for the dignity and rights of every person, 

especially in those regions where they once lived for centuries in peaceful coexistence and 

now tragically suffer together the horrors of war. Moreover, as Christian leaders, we call on 

all religious leaders to pursue and to strengthen interreligious dialogue and to make every 

effort to build a culture of peace and solidarity between persons and between peoples.” 

 

For the different Pope’s speeches during this apostolic visit, see: 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2014/november/index.html 

 

 

Kenya and Nigeria: Unity the key to defeating terrorism 

 

Recently, in two attacks, more than seventy (70) Kenyans were massacred by the terrorists of 

Al-Shabaab. In the two incidents, the killers separated Muslims from the non-Muslims and 

the latter were shot dead. In Nigeria, the same scenario perpetrated by the Boko-Haram is 

even more alarming! These terrorist acts are not only threatening to widen the gap between 

Muslims and Christians, but they are also destabilising the governments of these countries. 

These governments are not only challenged to fulfil their constitutional duty to protect the 

lives and properties of their people but they also have to analyse the root causes and deal with 

them accordingly in view of establishing lasting peace. In both countries, civic and religious 

leaders have adamantly condemned these barbaric acts and say that it is only through unity of 

citizens that the terrorists will be defeated. But the question is: Will the population hearken to 

the call of their leaders and for how long? Moreover, the neighbouring countries of Kenya 

and Nigeria are also worried about these developments because the same scenario might 

cross the borders. The situation therefore needs concerted action by all the countries in the 

respective regions. 

 

**** 

 



INTERNATIONAL, NATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS DAYS 

 

December 2014 

+01: AIDs Day 

+02: Abolition of Slavery 

+03: Persons with disabilities 

+08: Immaculate Conception – Feast of Missionaries of Africa 

+09: Anti-Corruption 

+10: Human Rights 

+20: Human Solidarity 

+25: Christmas 

 

January 2015 

+01: World day for Peace: (Theme: Slaves no more, but brothers and sisters) 

+18-25: Ecumenical Week. Theme: “Give me to drink" 

 

February 2015 

+08: St. Bakhita. First International Day of Prayer and Awareness against Human 

Trafficking 

+21: Mother languages  

+20: Social Justice 

 


