
Dear Readers! 

Every year, Christians gather together to re-tell the story of God‟s love for humanity. The 

story of God made fresh.  This is a story of God-with-us – EMMANUEL. Similarly, the 

Ghana-Nigeria Provincial Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation, Encounter and Dialogue 

(JPIC-ED) Committee embarked on the promotion of JPIC-ED ministry at the grassroots 

hoping that people will feel the love of God with them if they live peacefully, in a just society, 

where coexistence is valued and live at peace with nature.  In the mystery of the incarnation 

we find God personally among his people in their families, small groups, parishes; and made 

visible in Christ Jesus who is love, peace and who came to proclaim the Good News of justice 

and fairness. He indeed emptied himself.    

It is therefore fitting on this occasion as we are moving toward the end of the year 2014 and 

towards Christmas, to dedicate this JPIC-ED newsletter to sharing with you our JPIC-ED 

activities which took place in the last quarter of the year 2014, and to re-emphasis our 

commitment toward the promotion of JPIC-ED at grassroots. “Those who cannot remember 

the past are condemned to repeat it,” said George Santayana. Therefore we remember with 

great joy all who contributed in this ministry. It is by involving the people at grassroots that 

we may experience X-mas as a time to remember God‟s love for us in the most intimate way, 

because God has become one of us. When justice and peace dwell among people, Christmas 

becomes an „event‟ which goes beyond Jesus‟ historical birth and it becomes a real lived 

event.  

You will find articles regarding JPIC-ED in parishes, Capacity-Building Workshop to 

Strengthen JPIC-ED Work at the Grassroots which was facilitated by Fr. Joseph Komakoma 

the secretary general of SECAM and Fr. Amos Murphy Patrick a director of the National 

Justice and Peace Commission and Governance. Our confrere Fr. Patrick Obai shares with us 

his experience during the meeting of International Movement of Catholic Students IMCS Pax 

Romana Africa (11th Pan African Assembly) which took place in Zambia – Lusaka. The 

theme was: “For a Reconciled, Just and Peaceful Africa: Youth engaged in Sustainable and 

Integral Human Development in a context of Climate Change.” Expect more other interesting 

articles and pieces of JPIC-ED news from the Ghana-Nigeria Province. 

The newsletter comes out on the special day for us Missionaries of Africa, 8th December the 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception, our Patron Feast day. Thus is realized, in many different 

ways, the saying of Jesus: "no one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him". 

(Jn 6, 44) But the witness sees the results, in God's ways and time, of the other words of 

Jesus: "when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself". (Jn 12, 32) J
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2014CAPACITY-BUILDING WORKSHOP TO STRENGTHEN JPIC-ED 

The Missionaries of Africa of the Ghana-Nigeria provincial Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation and Encounter 

and Dialogue (JPIC-ED) Committee organized a three days capacity-building workshop to strengthen JPIC-ED. Its 

aim was to enable participants to acquire and the knowledge and skills that they will use to promote JPIC-ED 

ministry at the grassroots. Among the participants were our collaborators from the Wa Justice and Peace 

Commission, the Navrongo-Bolgatanga Justice and Peace Commission, representatives from Justice a Peace 

Committee in parishes taken care by Missionaries of Africa and confreres in Ghana-Nigeria Province, and a few 

other collaborators at grassroots.  

In the first two days, participants were taken through the social teaching of the 

Church, advocacy as a tool for promotion of JPIC-ED, the importance of 

Promoting JPIC-ED at grassroots; and a plan of action was made. Fr. Patrick 

Amos Murphy the national director of the National Justice and Peace 

Commission and Good Governance did not leave any stone unturned. He 

passionately, appealed to all participants to be protagonists with one mind by 

serendipity and to be Catholics with a burning passion to improve the lives of 

the poor who constitute the majority of the population through JPIC-ED at the 

local level. He urged us not only to speak on behalf of the poor but to let the 

oppressors see the oppressed who are covered or blinded by their comfort.  

Fr. Joseph Komakoma secretary general of the Symposium of Episcopal 

Conferences of Africa and Madagascar (SECAM) shared his experience in 

Building Justice and Peace from the Grassroots using his experiences from Zambia.  He led participates through the 

Lumko adopted pastoral cycle. This involves empowering local people to identify their problems, study the 

situation and have a social analysis, theological analysis and act. Fr. Komakoma called this methodology as 

Grassroots based approach which was used in Zambia. He shared the benefits and Challenges he personally 

witnessed. He emphasized that this kind of approach has the following challenges which are fundamental to 

address: Ignorance, Fear, Lack of resources and Resistance from some of Parish Priests and few others. 

Thanks to all who spared their 

time to attend the workshop 

and it is our hope that our 

reflection will be translated in 

to action.   
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PROVIDE A MIRROR IN FRONT AND HE WILL 

SEE THE SUFFERING UNDER HIS BIG 

STOMACH 



LETTER OF APPRECIATION 

Dear Participants,  

 On behalf of the Ghana-Nigeria Province of Missionaries of Africa for Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation and En-

counter and Dialogue (JPIC-ED) Committee, I would like to express our heartfelt thank-you for attending the Justice, Peace and 

Integrity of Creation and Encounter and Dialogue (JPIC-ED) Workshop organized by the Missionaries of Africa; which took 

place from 24th to 27th September 2014.  

 It is our hope and prayer that the workshop was informative and worthwhile for JPIC-ED promotion especially at the 

grassroots, the parishes.  Our primary goal was to develop and build up our collaborative ministry regarding JPIC-ED and to 

build our capacity to enable us strengthen JPIC-ED work at the grassroots. 

 Our sincere thanks and appreciation to all participants who came, for taking their time and effort to come to Tamale for 

the JPIC-ED workshop and for participating with great enthusiasm. Our resource Persons Rev. Fr. Komakoma, Joseph 

(SECAM) and Rev. Patrick Murphy Amos (National Catholic Justice, Peace and Good Governance Coordinator) left us a task to 

translate what they impacted in us, into practice in our ministry. “Coming together is a beginning. Keeping together is progress. 

Working together is success.” (Henry Ford). We wish you God‟s Blessing in your work. 

Yours faithfully, 

Bro Clenerius Chimpali 

Coordinator, JPIC-ED 

 

NETWORKING – PARTNERSHIP IN PEACE-BUILDING 

On the 1st October, 2014 several actors in peace building gathered at Radach Lodge to reflect on how they can work together 

and restore peace in Bimbila area and elsewhere. This meeting was an initiative of National Peace Council  which is an inde-

pendent statutory body established by the national Peace Council Act of 2011, Act 818 to facilitate and develop mechanisms for 

Conflict prevention, management, resolutions and to build sustainable peace in the country. Those who attended the meeting 

where: West Africa Network for Peace-building, Ghana (WANEP-GHANA), Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana 

- TAMALE OFFICE), Ghana Developing Communities Association, GDCA-Tamale, Foundation for security and development 

in Africa (FOSDA), IBIS Ghana Northern Office, Northern Ghana Network for Development, Women in Peace Building Move-

ment,  Wuni Zaligu Development Association (WUZDA), Satellite Peace Centre of the Tamale archdiocese, World vision, Ac-

tion Aid Ghana - Tamale office, SEND-Ghana Network (RUMNET), Christian Council Ghana, Northern Sector Office and  

Christian Children of Canada (CCFC). 

This meeting was chaired and was called by Northern Peace Council Regional Executive Secretary Fr. Thaddeus Kuusah. This 

was a clear testimony that together we can move and have impact in the society. The Missionaries of Africa JPIC-ED coordina-

tor was among the group representing Archdiocesan Tamale Satellite Peace Centre.  We pray and hope that with such kind of 

meeting we - continuously and together - will work with passion and love towards restoration of peace in Northern regions. 

"Two are better than one: they get a good wage for their labour. If one falls, the other will lift up his companion. Where a lone 

man may be overcome, two together can resist. A three ply cord is not easily broken". Eccl. 4, 9-12. 

 V o l u m e  4   D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 4  



PARISH JPIC-ED FORMATION IN SAVELUGU, NYANKPALA AND THE NATIONAL WEEK OF RECONCILI-

ATION JUSTICE AND PEACE 2014 AT KAMINA IN GHANA 

The series of workshops for Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation and 

Encounter and Dialogue (JPIC-ED) were organized. The first workshop 

for Savelugu  and Nyankpala Parishes took place in Savelugu parish, 

while the second workshop for the same two parishes took place in Nyan-

kpala parish on 1st November 2014. Another similar workshop was con-

ducted in the Kamina Catholic Church organized by the Kamina Catholic 

Justice and peace committee and facilitated by Bro. Clenerius (M.Afr.).  

All these workshops were meant to explore the importance of JPIC-ED 

ministry at parish set up. Furthermore, the workshops accorded an opportunity to acquire some practical skill to do JPIC-ED 

ministry. This dealt with the concepts of human rights and peace. It appealed to the consciousness of participants, or rather 

pricked the inner feelings of participants by showing them the reality of injustice which has brought the horror of violent con-

flicts. In other words, we would say, it examined the depth and understanding of African value systems in relation to JPIC-

ED. Hopefully these workshops challenged the participants on the danger of sitting down doing nothing, and enabled them to 

critically inquire about and reflect on certain injustices happening around them in their own living, working and local set-

tings.   

On Sunday 16th November 2014, Bro. Clenerius, in the company of Fr. Clement Tu-

ure, M.afr., was in Kamina for the second time answering the invitation from the Ka-

mina Catholic Church‟s pastoral council to give a talk regarding the environment to 

mark the beginning of the National week of Reconciliation Justice and Peace – 2014 

with the theme: Reconciling Humanity to the Environment. This is a National Catho-

lic event presented by the Ghana Episcopal Conference through the National Justice 

and Peace Commission & Good Governance, Justice and Peace Directorate under the 

watch of the Episcopal Chairman for the Justice and Peace Commission. The aim of 

the talk was to enable Kamina parishioners to reflect, meditate and act, to reawaken in them the awareness that the environ-

ment is a precious gift from God entrusted to us for a responsible management and care.  
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JPIC-ED SESSION IN SAVELUGU PARISH ON 20TH 

SEPT 2014 

Savelugu Justice and Peace 

committee 

NYANKPALA JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMITTEE 

KAMINA CATHOLIC JUSTICE AND PEACE 



JPIC-ED LEGACY BY GALLANT DECEASED CONFRERES (By Bro. Clenerius M. Chimpali (M.Afr).) 

On the 1st November 2014, all Souls Day, I was invited to go with some FMM sister to St. Victor‟s Seminary Cem-

etery where many confreres and other priests, sisters and brother have been put to rest. Though I was not so keen to 

go for the memorial service which annually St. Victor‟s Seminary organizes on all souls day, I went. Upon my arri-

val, as I remembered the few deceased confreres whom I have met, and also those about whose life history in Ghana 

I have been hearing, I became aware that most of them were not in any justice and peace group or interreligious dia-

logue group yet their lives in Ghana radiated Justice and Peace Ministry, that is, in their actions and deeds.  

When the master of ceremony invited a representative from each religious congregation who have buried their mem-

bers in this cemetery to put on the light on each of the graves, I hesitated, but moved forward because I thought I 

was the only Missionary of Africa present at the prayer service but later I discovered that our provincial Rev. Fr. 

Dominic Apee was among those who came to honor and pray for our departed beloved ones.  As I started putting on 

the candles on all departed Missionaries of Africa graves who are the majority in that cemetery with a large image of 

these departed confreres and protagonists. I realized that they all were Confreres with a burning passion to improve 

the lives of the poor, believed in justice and peace in their earthly pilgrimages. They, obviously, fought selflessly, 

time and time again, to speak on behalf of the poor. 

What do we learn from these great Missionaries? Today we have many organized Justice and Peace groups, many 

NGOs working for the up-lifting of the poor, many local, national and international meetings to reflect on justice, 

peace, care for mother earth and encounter with people with different faiths. We have been sent to well-known uni-

versities to build up our capacities in view of having a positive impact in our society and yet these humble deceased 

confreres who never belonged to justice and peace related group, nor did they go to great universities, still have left 

a memorable mark in the hearts of the people. Going to St. Victor‟s religious graveyard was like revitalizing our call 

for real transformation. Hopefully, we, the living confreres, will draw inspiration from their legacy and fight for the 

poor and against injustices in our societies. Fearlessly, we ought to emulate these gallant confreres who denounced 

evil such as corruption, conflicts and many other vices which are the threat to social justice. Though, they have died 

their legacy remains forever. 

                                         

JPIC-ED NEW COMMITTEE 

The provincial of Ghana-Nigeria province has renewed the mandate of JPIC-ED committee in the province in additional, he 

has appointed Fr. Hareliman Prosper, as JPIC-ED representing of Navrongo-Bolgatanga section. Brothers, “A joyful heart is 

good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.” (Proverbs 17:22. Throughout life JPIC-ED ministry, you will always 

have something that will try to take our joy of liberation of humanity. Let us be people of good repute who leads by example.  

Our heartfelt thank to our provincial for the trust he has and support for the JPIC-ED committee in the province. With the help 

of God together we shall contribute what we can. “BE APOSLES NOTHING BUT APOSLES” (Lavigerie)“The church would 

betray its own love for God and its fidelity to the gospel if it stopped being . . . a defender of the rights of the poor . . . a human-

izer of every legitimate struggle to achieve a more just society . . . that prepares the way for the true reign of God in history”. 

(Archbishop Romero) …..[Pictures on  Page 10]. 
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THE 11TH PAN AFRICAN ASSEMBLY IMCS PAX ROMANA HELD IN LUSAKA, ZAMBIA 

FROM THE 4TH TO 12TH OCTOBER, 2014 

This was a special assembly that comes once in every four years and it is a very important period for IMCS 

(International Movement for Catholic Students) Pax Romana. This particular assembly brought together about 72 

students and chaplains from all corners of Africa and the world. The theme of the conference was: “For a reconciled, 

just and peaceful Africa: Youth engaged in sustainable and integral human development in a context of climate 

change”  

On Sunday, a day after arrival, the youth were full 

of life and energy as they did the marching to the Marian 

Shrine with each carrying the flags of their respective 

countries, it was very colourful. Marching from the Chel-

ston Police Station to the Marian Shrine for an opening 

Mass presided by the Secretary General-Zambia Episcopal 

Conference Fr. Lungu.  

In his homily, Fr. Lungu encouraged the youth to exhibit their leadership skills as they are reliable resources 

to the country and the world and indeed to the Church.  

However, he pointed out the existing paradox in most of the African countries - they are rich in natural re-

sources with the majority of their populations being poor and most of those who are poor are the youth. He associat-

ed this fact to the selfishness of our leaders who want to grab everything for themselves.  

IMCS Pan African Chaplain-Fr. Fratern Masawe (SJ) in his speech posed a fundamental question to those 

present and especially to the IMCS Pax Romana delegates: how relevant is Pax Romana today? He insisted that Pax 

Romana can only be relevant to our world today if they keep to their objective being part of a Church for the poor, 

and this can be fully lived in our world today by the promotion of Social Justice, Peace and Dialogue, working with 

HIV/AIDS victims, Environmental Protection, Gender Empowerment, Leadership and Good Governance to mention 

a few of the thematic areas that call the attention of our world today. He told the youth that each one can make a dif-

ference, and together we can make the fundamental difference we are looking for in our world today. 

The Secretary General of AMECEA- Fr. Ferdinand Lu-

gonzo in his speech to officially open the Pan African As-

sembly assured the youth that Church was with them, 

walking with them in every step they make in their lives. 

He encouraged them to be more faithful and dedicated to 

the Church and therefore making a difference. This posi-

tive difference is what will make the Church grow in Af-

rica and as a Universal Church. 
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The chaplains met to put things to-

gether looking at the different chal-

lenges they face back at their various 

countries with an objective of finding 

a way forward. Among the many 

challenges are: mushrooming church-

es and sects, ethnicity (particularly in 

southern Sudan), agenda to win 

Christians through materialism, lack 

of chaplains in the institutions, some 

government education policies that 

do not favour the growth of the Catholic Church and Christianity in general, the youth that do not understand the 

teachings of the Church (the Church doctrines and the Social Teachings of the Church).  

There was an inspiring visit by the delegates to two places:  the organic farm in Kasisi and the Jesuit Centre 

for Theological Reflection (JCTR), both places were started by the Jesuits to respond to social and economic needs 

of the time.  

The farm was opened by a Jesuit missionary, Fr. Paul in 1974 mainly to help small families to put food on 

their tables and in 1980 it was opened to the public. They later discovered that this farm had a negative impact on 

the environment and so they had to make it more environmentally friendly. For example, instead of spraying with 

insecticides, they planted some trees which attracted insects which were intending to go and eat crops. This centre 

has three main areas: research, lobbying & advocacy and a production unit. It has enabled over 100 families to 

have food on their tables, earn income and be able to educate their children. 

The Jesuit Centre for Theological Reflection (JCTR) was equally founded by a Jesuit missionary, Fr. Piet in 

1988 mainly for theological reflection for the events that were taking place at that time in Zambia. In the late 1980s 

and the early 1990s Zambia had a huge international debt and therefore, started looking at the economic question as 

the economy was doing poorly. They used the Catholic Teachings of the Church since this forms the backbone of 

the Centre and therefore, the whole approach of the Centre is based on the Social Teachings of the Church.  The 

human person is at the centre, since we are created in the image and likeness of God and therefore, we all deserve a 

dignified life, the sacredness of human life. Given that the economy was poorly performing, they started looking at 

the cost of the living basket, that is, to see the salaries people received and how much one needed to put food on the 

table. This campaign led to a significant reduction of the huge international debt of Zambia in the year 2000s by the 

International Community. This was one of the big success stories of the JCTR Centre.  

The Centre networks with: the government, communities (ordinary Zambians), cooperatives, the World 

Bank, IMF, different embassies, NGOs and Civil Societies. How did it succeed in the negotiations? Through re-

search, education, advocacy, lobbying and consultation.  
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The youth, coming from different parts of the world and especially from Africa, had inputs on various areas including: 

Addressing food security and climate related threats to human security in Africa: The speaker emphasized that 

through our human activities, we have greatly contributed to climate change. This puts lives at risk, and therefore, there is the 

need to take serious steps to mitigate the situation at hand, in order to save the present and future generations. 

Good governance: The speaker Dr. W.N. Mafuleka, a lecture at the University of Zambia in Lusaka (UNZA). He 

challenged the young people in wisely and prudently exercising power and authority to make and alter policies that guide and 

direct affairs of a group, a movement or a country. The youth were challenged to make decisions that are desirable and moral-

ly right. The Church has a significant role to play in making sure that good governance is indeed practiced in any given socie-

ty. 

New Evangelisation: this was presented by Fr. Ferdinard Lugonzo (a secretary of AMECEA). In his presentation, Fr. 

Lugonzo emphasized that the African continent has been challenged by the various Popes in the Church to take leadership in 

her hands. As Pope Paul VI says “be missionaries to yourselves”. Pope John Paul II in Ecclesia in Africa (the church in Afri-

ca) put it clearly that a Church in Africa is a family and in a family each one has a role to play. Pope Benedict XVI defines 

Africa as the spiritual lung of humanity and Africae Munus calls Africans to commit themselves to reconciliation, justice and 

peace.  And Pope Francis gives to Africa a clear message; we must change the way we are doing things and invites the Afri-

can continent to walk the way of simplicity and humility and urges the continent to make an option for the poor and the needy.    

IYCS Africa (International Young Catholic/Christian Students): there was a brief presentation of IYCS. Their spiritu-

ality is SEE, JUDGE and ACT. They exist in secondary schools, tertiary institutions. They are active in 34 countries in Africa 

within 5 sub-regions: West Africa-English and French, Eastern Africa, Southern Africa and Central Africa. 

The role of young people in integral development in Africa: the presenter challenged the youth to link their faith to 

action and also to be committed people. Their faith should be a point of departure for their action and they should be inspired 

by Christ, the Holy Scriptures and the Social Teachings of the Church.  

It was a wonderful time being together sharing and listening to one another and especially listening to the young peo-

ple, their worries, preoccupations, joys and sorrows. It was a call to the Church to continue and reinforce her journey with 

young people, the future of today and tomorrow.  

By Fr. Patrick Obai Emukule (M.Afr).  
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FIRST INTERNATIONAL PRAYER DAY AND REFLECTION ON HUMAN 

TRAFFICKING 

Vatican City, 26 November 2014 (VIS) – The Pontifical Councils for the Pastoral Care 

of Migrants and Itinerant Peoples and for Justice and Peace, in collaboration with the 

international male and female Unions of Superior Generals (UISG and USG) have con-

voked an international conference for prayer and reflection on human trafficking, to be 

held on 8 February 2015, feast day of St. Josephine Bakhita, the Sudanese slave canon-

ised in 2000. 

According to a press release, “human trafficking is one of the worst examples of slav-

ery in the XXI Century. This concerns the whole world. According to the International 

Labour Organisation (ILO) and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC) roughly 21 million people, often very poor and vulnerable, are victims of trafficking for sexual exploita-

tion, forced labour and begging, illegal organ removal, domestic servitude and forced marriages, illegal adoption and 

other forms of exploitation.  

Each year around 2.5 million people are victims of trafficking and slavery: 60% are women and children. They often 

suffer abuse and unspeakable violence. On the other hand, for traffickers and pimps, this is one of the most lucrative 

illegal activities in the world, generating a total of 32 billion dollars a year. It is the third most profitable 'business' 

after drugs and arms trafficking”. 

“The primary objective of the International Day is to create greater awareness on 

this phenomenon and to reflect on the overall situation of violence and injustice that 

affect so many people, who have no voice, do not count, and are no one: they are 

simply slaves. Another goal is to attempt to provide solutions to counter this modern 

form of slavery by taking concrete actions. For this, it is necessary to stress the need 

to ensure rights, freedom and dignity to all trafficked persons, reduced to slavery. On the other hand, we must de-

nounce both the criminal organisations and those who use and abuse the poverty and vulnerability of victims to 

transform them into goods for pleasure and gain”. 

St. Josephine Bakhita 

SLAVERY IS STILL REAL 
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