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EDITORIAL 

Once again the Ghana-Nigeria Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation, Encounter and Dialogue 

(JPIC-ED) Committee would like to expresses its most profound pleasure as we present the first 

quarter JPIC-ED newsletter of the year 2015. The JPIC-ED team wishes the people of Ghana, our 

confrères working in Ghana, and those from Ghana ministering out of Ghana and all friends of 

Ghana a Happy Independence Anniversary which is commemorated in remembrance of March 

6, 1957, when Ghana got her independence from the British. As the 

country celebrates an historic event, the Ghana-Nigeria Justice, Peace 

and Integrity of Creation and Encounter and Dialogue (JPIC-ED) 

Committee wishes to remind readers that as we celebrate this special 

day with our families, friends and beloved ones, let us remember that 

independence without peace, justice, caring for the mother earth is 

meaningless. We are celebrating independence barely few weeks after 

marking 8th February the day which was chosen to reflect annually on 

modern forms of slavery, which is real and deserves our combined 

efforts to stop it.  

The prophet of our time Anas Aremeyaw Anas (undercover reporter) makes it more visible 

when a few weeks ago he reported from Bawjiase with the story which was covered in many 

newspapers with the heading „The Devil and the Orphanage‟.  Anas Aremeyaw brings to our 

attention the unfortunate slavery, the plight of children in an orphanage in Ghana, in his 

undercover video and pictures “….talk of orphans!  Orphans are most often subjected to 

unspeakable cruelty and unconscionable exploitation in this country. Most of the cruelty takes 

place in established and recognized orphanage homes”.  

The beginning of another year 2015 has come as a call to reflect on how we conducted 

ourselves with many success stories as well as many failures in the last year 2014. More 

importantly we should learn from the past year how to heal the past scars of injustices, and 

reflect together how we can be more useful in the area of making this world a better place for 

all through promoting Justice, Peace, Care for the Environment, and deepen the sense of 

Encounter and Dialogue. “Come now, let us settle the matter,” says the Lord. “Though your sins 

are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be 

white as wool” (Isaiah 1:18). We may not have been perfect and yet the little contribution we 

made may have planted a seed which with the help of a hand of God has germinated and may 

produce fruits beyond our sense of failure we may have felt. [… continue on Page two…] M
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[… From Page One...EDITORIAL] 

As the New Year 2015 has come, it is the dream of the JPIC-ED team that we may trust more in God, strongly be-

lieve that God will be with all who genuinely work for Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation and Encounter and 

Dialogue (JPIC-ED). The results of the effort of those who have committed their efforts for JPIC-ED is not as visi-

ble as the world would like to see, but friends, let us work with total trust in God without expecting people to 

exalt us. “Come to me, all who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 

learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:28-29). 

Trusting in God entails that we make extra efforts to reflect and act appropriately. It means rejuvenating our 

commitments to fight injustices and contribute to the promotion of peace and remembering that the mother 

earth needs to be protected. The Lord entrusted all of Creation to the human person and therefore, giving them 

a responsibility to care for its harmony and development, to be stewards of God‟s creation and stop and chal-

lenge all those who destroy it. “The earth is the Lord‟s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for 

he founded it on the seas and established it on the waters” (Psalm 24:1-2).   

The Missionaries of Africa in Ghana-Nigeria JPIC-ED again find it fitting that we 

continue with the same objective of introducing, revitalizing and nurturing JPIC-ED 

ministry at grassroots. We realized that 2014 was not enough to deepen the roots 

of JPIC-ED ministry at grassroots. It was not an easy task last year and neither will it 

be this year, but a thousand miles begin with a step. We believe in collaboration and shared vision. There are no 

few experts in this ministry; rather all of us are regarded as experts. What is needed is the conviction and love for 

this ministry and trusting in God. 

On behalf of the Ghana-Nigeria JPIC-ED we wish all readers a year filled with joy and grace-filled 2015, happy 

Ghana Independence Day and God‟s blessing in your ministry. 

By Br. Clenerius M. Chimpali (M.Afr.)   

 

PEACEBUILDING IN BUNKPURUGU: A GRADUAL PROCESS OR FIRE BRIGADE INTERVENTION? 

Experiences of conflict resolution have proved that peace-building requires effective approaches and methodologies in order to 

attain sustainable peace. In a given area, a systematic analysis of the genesis of conflicts would show that peace-building is not 

about 'telling people to stop fighting' but rather helping them to abandon their traditional beliefs which prevent them to live in 

peace. The matter is the change of attitudes and systems that fuel conflicts among people. Such an endeavour calls for a radical 

change and the conviction that a peaceable society is possible. For us Missionaries of Africa working in Our Lady of Hope 

Parish˗Bunkpurugu, we often ask ourselves whether peace-building in Bunkpurugu is a 

gradual process or a fire brigade intervention.  

      [… be continued on page three…] 
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[… From page two..] 

The answer to this question can be found in our own pastoral and life experiences. Our parish falls under Bunkpurugu˗Yunyoo 

District which is prone to tribal conflicts. Since 1984, Bunkpurugu˗Yunyoo has been experiencing sporadic intra and extra 

tribal conflicts: Bimoba and Konkomba, Bimoba and Mamprusi, Bimoba fighting against Bimoba. The intra-tribe conflict 

happened at Bimbago where the Tamong clan fought with the Puuri clan, and at Gbankoni-Kambatiak where the Nadong and 

Dokperu clans mercilessly faced each other. Today, there is relative peace. However, being true to ourselves, we are to realize 

that we still have a long way to go as regard to peace-building. We still have to foster mutual trust among people. Coming 

with 'quick fixed solutions' would bring disastrous results. The conflicting parties should be involved and find solutions to 

their situation. Bunkpurugu tribal conflicts have taught us that peace-building is not a fire brigade intervention. It is a gradual 

process. 

Why a gradual process? 

  It takes time for conflicting parties to trust one another. People are inwardly wounded due to 

the loss of human lives and properties. They need inner healing. Time is needed to iron out burning 

issues with care. There should be room to face the reality that the conflict happened, that people were killed, houses burnt, 

accept mistakes and learn from them. As pastoral agents, we have learnt to exercise patience especially when a deadlock is 

imminent or when people seem not to collaborate with us. This very process which also aims at educating people's conscienc-

es should lead them to reconciliation.  It is not a 'one man's show'. It seeks to involve people who have a stake in peace issues. 

Peace-building calls for advocacy.  

  The Kambatiak chief (left) and the Gbankoni chief (right) during 

blood burial ceremony which according to the Bimoba tra-

dition puts an end to deadly conflicts. 

 

Why advocacy?  

  Advocacy comes to initiate or influence activities or policies for 

a positive change in a community. The Ghana-Nigeria JPIC-ED often 

organises seminars geared towards policy change. Recently, on the 

19/07/2014 it sponsored a one day seminar on peace-building in Bunkpurugu. On that day, 34 opinion leaders from the Parish 

Justice and Peace Commission, traditional, religious and governmental bodies were convened. All participants were brought to 

the awareness that working for peace entails personal commitment and conviction that peace is possible. Then a pertinent 

question was asked: Do we need Community Peace Committees in Bunkpurugu? Due to conflicts which are drawing them 

back, participants themselves spoke out and affirmed that indeed they needed such committees to foster justice, peace and de-

velopment. They suggested that activities such as inter-ethnic football matches could be organized to build mutual trust. It was 

also noted that peacemaking is a Christian responsibility. Christ urges his followers to love their enemies and those who perse-

cute them (Mt 5:44). Peacemaking is not 'a one day work'. It entails active participation of those who can influence change. 

Hence, the need for advocacy in our area.  

To conclude, we emphasize that peace-building is a gradual process. In order to build mutual trust, it calls for change of nega-

tive attitudes and beliefs of the conflicting parties. It also entails patience on the side of pastoral agents who are initiators, for 

none can build peace in one day. 'Ready-made solutions' approach can never bear lasting fruits. 

RECONCILIATION SACRIFICES  
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JPIC-ED SESSION AT ST. BENEDICTPARISH IN WA 

On 14th December 2014, the coordinator of JPIC-ED Ghana-Nigeria had the privilege to facilitate an introductory 

JPIC-ED session to St. Benedict Parish Justice and Peace Committee. The committee is composed of people from 

different walks of life and with rich experiences.  

It was like starting a journey with a boat on the sea - as it is said-. “Those who love the waves, ocean and the sight of water 

will certainly love the sight of boats”. It is a great feeling to sail in boats in unruffled waters, enjoying the sun or the moon, 

the various colors of the sky and the waters that from their own cascade. It is also a good experience to sit on a boat or on a 

bank in rail road stations and watch people walk along. In a philosophical note, William Shakespeare said, fortune brings 

some boats that are not steered. Steering the boat yourself gives a greater sense of satisfaction and pleasure than sitting on 

the boat and enjoying the ride. Boats are also a good place of inspiration for the poets, musicians, and anyone who loves na-

ture. It inspires them to bring out their inner talents in the best form. To get a respite from the hustle of busy city life, read the-

se quotes on boats and send them to your friends too.  

In other word 14th December 2014 marked the beginning of the JPIC-

ED committee at St. Benedict, therefore, the presentation started with a meta-

phor of three people who were paddling the boat together harmoniously and 

moving smoothly in one direction. After some time, one of the three opted to 

stop paddling leaving the two doing all 

the paddling, which caused them to be sweating and not understanding why 

their friend opted to just sit down. After a short distance the same person 

now opted to start paddling again, but in the opposite direction. This made 

the other two so astonished to the extent that they stopped paddling as well, 

and the boat remained on stand still. Later, the one who opted to go in 

the opposed direction opted to leave that boat and took his own boat and 

the two continued going again in harmony and peace.  

 

Tears are a river that takes you some-

where. Tears lift your boat off the rocks, off dry ground, carrying it 

downriver to someplace better. The St. Benedict Parish Justice and Peace 

committee - like many other parish Justice and Peace committees to whom 

we have reached out to introduce or vitalize JPIC-ED ministry, responded 

well, but there is a need for continual nurturing the seeds we have planted. Like the boat, all start well with a prom-

ising future in this ministry but after a short while, some may stop participating like a man who stopped paddling. 

They may relax and leave the few to be engaged in JPIC-ED ministry. Some are usually likely to even turn against 

the principle of JPIC-ED and become an opposing structure leaving many JPIC-ED members paralyzed or helpless.  

There are also some who may create a parallel group which may even be geared to fight or oppose the cause of Jus-

tice and Peace, Integrity of Creation and Encounter and Dialogue. [… continue on Page Five…] 

ONE OPT TO STOP PADDLING LEAVING THE 

PADDLING THE BOAT TOGETHER 

PADDLING OPPOSITE DIRECTION 

SEPARATED FORM THE BOAT 
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The resource person Br.Clenerius used this metaphor to remind all and especially the JPIC-ED agents that 

their role and of all Christians - is that of passing on message of peace, justice and love and care for the mother 

earth which is not a smooth sailing. Therefore, a great sense of sacrifice, service and love is needed to balance the 

boat and let it move forward. Sometimes this could be a painful experience, when we mean well as JPIC-ED team, 

putting all our efforts to contribute positively to the promotion of JPIC-ED with determination and hope of seeing 

positive results one day, but all this may seem to be futile. And sometimes we may hear discouraging comments 

and even sometimes accusations. On the other hand, and at all costs, a JPIC-ED committee at local level 

(grassroots) - even at other levels - needs to be aware that the boat is reminding us that JPIC-ED ministry needs 

total sacrifice which demands a Christ-like 

attitude. This means lowering ourselves and 

swallowing our pride and remaining focused. 

I would like to convey  my many thanks to Fr. 

Patrick Obai the parish priest of St. Benedict 

and the St. Benedict Justice and Peace Group 

for their keen interest in JPIC-ED ministry. It was an interactive, simple and educative session. The Ghana-Nigeria 

JPIC-ED team remains your collaborative partner in this ministry. Inspired by Ralph Waldo Emerson who said, 

“Whatever you do, you need courage. Whatever course you decide upon, there is always someone to tell you that 

you are wrong. There are always difficulties arising that tempt you to believe your critics are right. To map out a 

course of action and follow it to the (an) end requires some of the same courage that a soldier needs. Peace has its 

victories, but it takes brave men and women to win them,” we continue with the same vigor as we have started 

2015 with the purpose of building JPIC-ED group at the door steps of the people.  

 

By Br. Clenerius M. Chimpali (M.Afr.)     

ST. BENEDICT PARISH JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMITTEE 
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WHAT TYPE OF CIVIC AND RELIGIOUS EDUCATION TO OFFER TO CHILDREN IN BUNKPURUGU? 

The little boy Suuk (not his real name) keeps on asking his mother: "Mum, where is my daddy? Since the time he went out the 

other day, he has not yet come back?" And his mother always answers: "Daddy has gone to write his exams. He will come as 

soon as exams are finished." It is a sad story. Suuk's daddy did not go to write his exams. He perished during the recent con-

flicts. What a painful experience for the little boy Suuk! For sure, like Suuk, there is a good number of other children who lost 

one or both parents in the same circumstances. In the northern part of Ghana, Bunkpurugu is commonly known as a place of 

sporadic conflicts, misunderstanding amidst various tribes and clans, quarrels over chieftaincy, lack of motorable roads, lack 

of adequate health  and education facilities, rampant youth unemployment, just to mention a few. The non-indigenous who 

lived and worked here, do not hesitate to say that people born and raised up in Bunkpurugu, and are now better off, do not like 

their place of origin, do not want to see the suffering of those being orphaned and widowed; that even those who hold key po-

sitions of leadership lack initiative which wouldbring about authentic development in the area.  

Before we tackle our question, let us find out if we have educators or mentors in Bunkpurugu.  Obviously, we have them. 

However, most of the children in Bunkpurugu are suffering from lack of patriotic men and women who could be their role 

models. Looking at the social, economic and political situations of  Bunkpurugu inhabitants, one would quickly realize that it 

is high time the indigenous take a lead, re-store their tarnished image, bring about a new generation which is to work for sus-

tainable peace and development in order to remedy this apparent Bunkpurugu 'hopeless situation'. Those to work for change 

and progress of all, need to be people who have at heart Bunkpurugu, Ghana and the human race at large. The general public 

is to be informed about its responsibility of bringing about change. Accurate information on this matter can be disseminated 

by civic and religious educationists in collaboration with people of goodwill present in this little corner of Ghana. 

Children in Bunkpurugu need first of all a type of civic and religious education that fosters the love of God and of neighbour, 

and the love of Ghana as a nation. Civic and religious educationists could foster the culture of peace in the mind of children at 

their earlier stage of human development, and at the later stage, appeal to their conscience, exposing the causes and conse-

quences of conflicts in this area.  

Secondly, children are to be aware of the benefits which would come about if the culture 

of peace is fostered, to know their rights and duties in order to build a peaceable society.  

Thirdly, children are to be offered a better knowledge on how to prevent and manage con-

flict. Conflict management would eventually help a child to realize that tribal conflicts are 

among life threatening situations which may occur in any given community, but which 

could easily be avoided.  

Fourthly, a child is to learn how to forgive, for "There can be no peace without justice, no 

justice without forgiveness" (Lineamenta, #68).  Bunkpurugu will only enjoy lasting peace 

when its inhabitants will truly embark on the road of true forgiveness and reconciliation. It 

has been observed that tribal conflicts keep on re-occurring due to lack of forgiveness. 

People are trapped in the past and have become slaves of grudges and resentments. One 

will often hear: "We will not agree until we retaliate." How will people break this 'vicious 

circle'? Genuine forgiveness and reconciliation have a possible solution. Children are to be 

initiated and enter the process of true reconciliation, and learn how to reconcile people. 

Such an endeavour would bring about a new generation ready for peace and mutual ac-

ceptance in the area.  

(The above picture was taken at Najong.II by Prosper Harelimana. The two young boys, as they perched on 

a branch of cashew nut tree to enjoy its shade, they were watching a football match between Catholic youths 

of Najong and Bunkpurugu zones).  

[… continual on Page 7 ….] 
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[from Page six…WHAT TYPE OF CIVIC AND RELIGIOUS ...] 

Lastly, children are to learn more about the integrity of creation. We are living in a world where we, human beings, have be-

come more and more consumers and forgetting that we are also called to be caretakers of the earth. We are happy to hear that 

the Hon. Minister for Local Government has instituted the National Sanitation Day to be observed on the first Saturday of 

each month. The aim is to keep our environment clean and to prevent and control sanitation related diseases such as cholera. 

The Hon. Minister deserves much kudos for his good initiative. It would be good if children take active role in this clean-up 

exercise. This would help them to learn at their tender age that littering anyhow harms human beings and our mother earth. 

Children should also learn more about tree planting, solid waste management and other activities which care for the environ-

ment. Caring for the environment is a collaborative and continuous work. It entails a profound education of people's con-

science. Are you ready to take part in it? Will you let your children participate in it?  

By Prosper Harelimana, M. Afr.  

 

CORRUPTION 

It is real that corruptions and bribery are among us and seem to come to stay among us if nothing dramatic to change the sce-

nario is done in the African continent. Some people got employed through corruption, go to their school places through cor-

ruption, got their contract through corruption.  The list will be endless if I have to continue. Corruption elements should be 

regarded as criminal elements but unfortunately they find their way to where power is.  

An Historian Baron John Acton said that “power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” Therefore, if we 

are to talk about justice and peace, care for creation and encounter and dialogue we have a duty first to see to it that whatever 

power we may have over anybody, be it spiritual power, knowledge, leadership power, whether Christian or Muslim power, 

absolute power corrupts absolutely.  

It is important that as we celebrate Ghana Independence Day, to sit down and reflect on this issue which has come in different 

forms and has introduced all sorts of abuses.  Those who saw the reporting of TV3‟s journalist Narkwor Kwabla with a story 

called “BUSH ALLOWANCE” would accept that authority or power corrupts. Just let me echo for those who may have not 

had a chance to watch or hear the story said above. Some rural teachers were reported to have been luring innocent underage 

girls into sex in rural communities in the northern parts of Ghana. These teachers sleep with their pupils and call it “BUSH 

ALLOWANCE”. The reporter made the listeners understand that these teachers see it as an added incentive for teaching in 

rural Ghana. She had an exclusive interview with a victim, 16 year old, who alleged that her teacher impregnated her. In her 

own words she said; “He sent some boy to come and call me and I went and then he removed my dress and lied on top of 

me. This month I did not see my menses”. 

The above is just an example of one group of people but it is common knowledge to those who follow news that the phenome-

nal would soon become pathetic in Africa if we see corruption as a normal thing.  I am not intending to give a lecture or what 

corruption is or not rather, I would like to remind myself and others that, whatever kind of authority or power we may have, 

power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. For those called to be priests, kings and prophets by the virtual of 

their baptism, or in other words the agents of justice and peace, care for creation and promoters of mutual co-existence, must 

be aware of this temptation and bear witness to the truth and denounce the evil of corruption. 
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WORK GIVES HUMANITY DIGNITY 

“Work hard and cheerfully at whatever you do, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for people.” (Colossians 

3:23) 

Some people think that loving their work means they won‟t have to work hard, or that they won‟t have frustrations. No, those 

things are all part of life. But ultimately, God can help you enjoy what you are doing. When you are doing God‟s will, there 

will be an inner fulfillment and joy when the work is well done.  

Today many people are not keen to work hard and yet wish to get more. Dubious dealings are on the increase in the society 

and many new vocabularies are introduced in the system such as „Ghost workers‟, paid retired workers of those who are even 

over 100 years old, and many more we never thought of before. Work is not a curse but a blessing which brings dignity and 

pride. When we work well and honestly we feel the inner joy and happiness.  

 

 THE CRY OF THE WORKERS! ANOTHER KIND OF SLAVERY! 

 “Look at us and respect us… We are God‟s gift to our societies who are fortunate beneficiaries” (One of the workers said to 

me). In one of our recent Justice and Peace meetings with different people in various places there was one statement which 

was echoing what I think needs to be attended to especially by us Christians. This is the issue of worker‟s rights. Many people 

are crying for their rights as workers in their inner being, fearing to speak up. To make the matters worse, some Christian are 

sighted by some people to be part of those who have jeopardize the workers‟ rights. We may ask ourselves: “are we the 

church, Christians … innocent from that? The danger is to deny and claim that we are innocent. If we are, thanks to God. But 

still we should be aware and remind ourselves not to inflict pain on workers. Workers may not have voices because they fear 

to lose their jobs and become unemployed 

Some years back a young lady working in the restaurant phoned me and said; “we have been cruelly treated because our boss 

knows well that with the present levels of unemployment and poverty, nobody would wish to loose his/her work, therefore, 

we accept to work under subhuman conditions. I do not want to be idler or a destitute, I prefer to be cruelly treated.”  
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WHAT IS HAPPENING WITH THE HUMAN SOLIDARITY?  

The world today seems to be at crossroads, every day and almost every minute and may be every second 

human life is lost somewhere in this third planet. Wars, conflicts, disputes and all types of violence are slow 

creeping into our circulatory system. We have come so low than even other animals who kill mainly for food and 

rarely for self-defense. Then where is our human solidarity? Where is our love for our neighbour? Where is our 

respect for human life?  

As one turns on his or her television or radio to watch or listen to news, hardly will he or she miss news 

about conflict, war, death or violence in one corner of the earth. What is really happening with the human family? 

How do we see one another? Is it because he or she is a Muslim, Jewish, Buddhist or Christian that he/she should 

be killed? Is it because he/she is black, yellow, red, green or white that he/she should be gunned down, despised 

or discriminated? Is it because we have different philosophies, political affiliations, tribes or origins that we find 

it so easy to kill?  

In whatever situation, religion, tribe, political party or origin we find ourselves, one important thing binds 

us; the colour of the blood flowing in our veins. Many things may change in our lives but the colour of our blood 

is always the same. This would be a strong and positive departure to reverse all our human atrocities against one 

another. If we can see the same blood in the person I am about to kill, then something should click in my mind. 

This is my brother, this is my sister. This could change our attitude towards one another to restore one human 

family where equality and respect for human life reigns. 

We are being challenged day and night as we continue to ponder on the question: what is happening with 

the human solidarity? We could be wonderful bricks for building the world we would like to see today, tomorrow 

and the days to come. As mother Teresa would tell us that, let us be the change we would like to see in the world. 

We have seen enough war, conflict, disputes and violence, it is time for each of us to look at the content of our 

veins and derives new energies that should propel us to new heights as one united family caring and protecting 

human life.    

                             By Fr. Patrick Obai Emukule (M. Afr) 
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GHANA-NIGERIA JPIC-EDPLAN OF ACTION 2015

 

 

 

ACTIVITIES OBJECTIVES HOW?/ METHOD-

OLOGY 
WHEN?/ TIME 

FRAME 
WHO?/ RE-

SPONSIBILIT

Y 

GOALS REMARKS 

JPIC-ED Meeting Planning and 

monitoring the 

progress of JPIC 

desired objec-

tives for 2015 

Having JPIC-ED meet-

ing 3 times in 

2015. 
Regular consultation 

among members 

JPIC-ED meeting 

days: 21st January, 

4th May, and first 

week of Septem-

ber 2015 

All JPIC-ED 

Members 
Planning 

and imple-

mentations 

  

Section interaction 

with the grassroots 

through formation 

or revitalization of 

JPIC-ED groups 

Nurturing, Estab-

lishing and Revi-

talization Of 

JPIC-ED at the 

Grassroots 

Meetings and Sessions Each session to 

develop its own 

pragmatic and 

impact oriented 

time frame 

Section anima-

tors 
Parish JPIC-ED 

groups 

Establish-

ment Of 

JPIC-ED 

Committee 

  

Annual Capacity 

Building Training 

session for con-

frères and Partners 

Capacity Build-

ing 
Training Sessions Later September 

or first weeks of 

October 2015 

JPIC-ED Team 
  

Empower-

ment Of 

JPIC-ED 

Actors 

  

Quarterly News 

Letter for Anima-

tion purposes 

Animation and 

sharing JPIC-ED 

Ideals 

Publishing articles of 

our experiences and 

exposing unjust deal-

ings 

Quarterly JPIC-ED mem-

bers 
Confreres 
Other partners 

Re-

enkindling 

hope and 

encourag-

ing all to 

be part of 

JPIC-ED 

work. 

  

Networking Promoting of 

Teamwork and 

the ability to 

work together 

toward a com-

mon vision. 

Being part of J&P in 

the arch/diocese 

we are working 
Meetings with other 

partners 
Community Encounter 

Whenever an 

opportunity aris-

es. 

JPIC-ED coordi-

nator 
JPIC-ED mem-

bers 
Confreres 

To create a 

united 

force and 

unity 

among 

actors of 

the com-

mon vision 

  

Collaboration with 

the M.Afri General 

Coordinator secre-

tariat 

To keep the spirit 

of mission as 

desired by the 

Missionaries of 

Africa 

Regular communication 
Where desirable society 

organized meetings 

Whenever appre-

ciable 
JPIC-ED coordi-

nator 
JPIC-ED mem-

bers 

Promoting 

the Mission 

and vision  

of the Mis-

sionaries of 

Africa, 

  

Performance Ap-

praisal 
Progress Assess-

ment 
Evaluation meetings JPIC-ED meeting 

days in 2015 
JPIC-ED coordi-

nator 
JPIC-ED Mem-

bers 
Confreres 

The Way 

Forward, 

fostering 

transparent 

and re-

planning. 

  

2 0 1 5  V o l u m e  1   S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 5  



11 

DEVOURING THE ENVIRONMENT IN TONGO-BOLGATANGA IN GHANA 

 

The Commision of Good Goverance, Justice and 

Peace in the Navrogo Bolgatanga Diocese is the eye of the 

Bishop in matters of Justice and Peace.  As we visited the 

mining site in the hills of Tongo, it was heart breaking to 

see a lot of bad things  happening in slilence and darkness 

of Tongo mines. The Comission is concerned  about  the 

untold story. 

It is unbelivable what meets your eyes as you get to 

Tongo mines. At the site, there are 3 types of mining: 

Surface, Digging deep without technology, Digging deep 

with thechilogy. The first two  are in the hands of 

ghanaians, while the 3rd one is in the hands of chainese, 

authorized by the government of Ghana.  

One thing that was common in the three types of mining was the cutting of the few trees in the place which will 

eventually lead to desertification. The mining methods were really dangerous for the environment and human life. 

For example, in a hole  of about 60 yards deep, it contained about 300 miners. The miners go in one by one with 

torch on there foreheard. The rope ( blue coulour) is used  to bring to the surface a mixture of sand and water in 

which is gold is found. Those on surface will do the „processing‟, gettig the gold out of it. In the hole, there is 

neither light nor enough oxygen.  

Where is justice; right for human life and environmental protection? People are kept ignorant,  by the big „fish‟, 

of the danger of the chemicals being used to extract the gold. Trees and vegetation are systematically ravaged to 

gain more space for mining. This made  a school near by is being relocated, but nothing was done to protect 

surrounding comunities, espcially when there are crashing stones. 

Mining in this area has had a number of consequences: some miners are fully engaged in drug abuse. Alcholism, 

promiscuity, prostitution, HIV are seriously on the increase. Water has been poisoned by mercury and therefore, 

limiting potable water for the population. 

We may asking, so what has the Commission done? As a Commission we have done and still continue to: pray 

and sympathise with so many victims, known and unknown; work with medical personel and stake holders, nework 

to create awareness on health matters; expose the heard reality of what is killing slowly the ignorate and poor 

people in this corner of the world; educate people on the care and importance of a healthy environment. 

These strides do not come on a silver  plata, the Commission is facing a number of challenges: the big 

authorities are part this mining project and often they are not ready to collaborate. The local population does not 

find any problem with the mining project.  Getting the important information was not possible  

 Conclusion: human dignity and stewarship of creation is  the heart of JPICED; it is our shared call and 

responsibility at grassroots level... „‟You can keep a bird in a forest, but you can not chain its ability to make 

noise..to disturb until it is heard.‟‟ 

                                                 By   Fr. Jean Bosco (M.Afr)            
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POPE FRANCIS: PEOPLE AND NOT 
MONEY CREATE DEVELOPMENT 
 
(Vatican Radio)  Saying people and not 
money create development, Pope Fran-
cis called on Thursday for courageous 
initiatives to rethink our economic sys-
tem and not become slaves of money. 
His remarks came in a video message 
delivered to participants attending a Fes-
tival of Social Doctrine in the Italian city 
of Verona promoted by the local 
Church.   
The Pope urged people not to become 

discouraged by the economic crisis but instead turn their energies towards ways of “rethinking our economic model 
and the world of work.”  He warned that “the great temptation” when faced with these difficulties is to concentrate 
“on tending our own wounds and use that as an excuse to not heed the cry of the poor” and all those who are suffer-
ing because they have lost their jobs and the dignity that goes with that. The risk, he went on, is that “this indifference 
makes us blind, deaf and dumb”, closed in to the outside world and only concerned with ourselves. 

Pope Francis spoke instead of the need to move beyond and “abandon the stereotypes which are considered 
safe and guaranteed” in order to respond to the real needs of people. In the field of economics, he went on, we ur-
gently need to take the initiative because “the system tends to homogenize everything and money becomes its mas-
ter.”  Taking the initiative in this field, he added, means having the courage not to allow ourselves to be imprisoned 
and subsequently enslaved by money. 

The true problem explained the Pope “is not money as such but people.”  This is because “money by itself 
does not create development” but instead we need people who have the courage to take the initiative. Pope Francis 
stressed that taking the initiative in this way means overcoming a tendency to always ask the state or other bodies for 
assistance but instead use our creative talents to find new ways of earning a living. 

He concluded his address by expressing his concern over the high number of unemployed young people, say-
ing we need to invest more in them and give them a great deal of confidence.  

 
 

NOBEL LAUREATE SAYS FAILURE TO END SLAVERY IS GLOBAL SIN 
 
Nobel peace laureate Kailash Satyarthi said on Wednesday the failure to end slavery was one of 

world's biggest sins as he called for urgent action to tackle a rise in the numbers of slaves globally to an all
-time high. Satyarthi, the co-recipient of this year's Nobel Peace Prize for his work fighting child slavery 
in India, said it was unacceptable that almost 36 million people including about 5.5 million children are 
living in slavery today.   He called for collective action by governments, businesses and campaigners and 
a strengthening of laws to crackdown on human trafficking and free the world of slavery.  "We have ... to 
build a civil rights movement against slavery," Satyarthi told the Trust Women conference in London or-
ganised by the Thomson Reuters Foundation where he launched an End Child Slavery Week campaign 
later on Wednesday.   "Denial of childhood and denial of freedom are the biggest sins which humankind 
has been committing and perpetuating for ages," he said.  The second annual global slavery index by the 
Walk Free Foundation, an Australia-based human rights group, released this week, estimated 35.8 mil-
lion people are living in slavery with India home to the highest number, with 14.3 million slaves. 

Some of these people are born into servitude, some trafficked for sex work, while others are 
trapped in debt bondage or exploited in forced labour.  60-year old 
Satyarthi, whose non-government organisation  Bachpan Bachao 
Andolan (BBA - Save Childhood Campaign) has been credited with 
freeing over 80,000 child labourers in India over 30 years, said it 
was unbelievable that slavery was still so prevalent.  He said slavery 
was continuing despite enormous advancements in terms of tech-
nology, economics, business, governance, politics and religious and 
culture developments.  Satyarthi called on the global community to 
build a sense of urgency to tackle the slavery business which is esti-
mated to be worth $150 billion a year. (Source: Reuters) 

(from Vatican Radio)  
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 PRAYER AND JUSTICE AND PEACE 

I was hungry and you formed a discussion group to discuss my hunger. 

I was imprisoned and you quietly crept off to your chapel and prayed for my re-

lease. 

I was homeless and you preached to me of the spiritual shelter of the love of 

God. 

I was lonely and you left me alone to pray for me. 

I was a victim of political violence, my home and property were destroyed and 

you dined with the perpetrators. 

You seem so holy so close to God. But I am still very hungry, lonely, homeless, 

suffering and cold.  

(By Fr. Michael Bennett working in Zimbabwe). 

Those who have passionately read the Papal Encyclicals especially Rerum No-

varum (New things), by Leo XIII, on the plight of workers, wages, condition of 

workers, trade unions etc. God bless you and let Justice and peace flow like a 

river.  

We’re on the Web! 

example.microsoft.com 

Missionaries of Africa, 

Box 19460 U.I.P.O, 

IBADAN. 

NIGERIA. 

NIGERIA: 

jngahy@yahoo.com 

MISSIONARIES OF Africa, 

P.O Box TL 458, 

Tamale. 

Ghana. 

ghananigeriajpiced@yahoo.com 
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