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I sincerely hope that you have all had a positive first 2 months of 
2015! I was in the Archdiocese of Cape Town the last week of 
February as a first step in my commitment as National Director of 
PMS to visit the dioceses of South Africa, Botswana & Swaziland.  

My visit coincided with a 3 day celebration (24-26 February) for 
Missionary (Holy) Childhood with the Catholic Schools of the 
Archdiocese. Each day 8 - 11 different schools were invited to 
attend the Eucharist presided by the Archbishop Stephen Brislin. 
Each school is represented by learners from a specific grade 
along with their teachers. This year’s theme was Missionaries of 
Africa. During the Offertory each school handed over a poster 
relating to the theme, non perishable food stuffs and a cheque 
for the amount collected in the school for Missionary Childhood. 
Candles of different colours representing the 5 continents, a litur-
gical dance and special bidding prayers and hymns also form part 
of the celebration. The Archbishop in his homily addressed the 
plight and importance of children throughout the world and stressed the need to also pray in partic-
ular for all children. We too, as we make our Lenten journey should remember to pray for and to 
seek ways to show solidarity with all who suffer and especially for the children and the elderly.   

Thanks to deacon Arthur Johannes, the Diocesan 
PMS Director for Cape Town, and his team for or-
ganizing this yearly event! 

I was warmly welcomed and experienced superb 
hospitality during my stay - I am sincerely grateful 
to Archbishop Stephen, the priests, sisters, dea-
cons and lay people concerned! 

Wishing you all a blessed Lent & Holy Week! 

Gordon Rees  
Fr. Gordon Rees mccj 

National PMS Director - SA, Botswana & Swaziland 

 

“THE ONLY WAR THAT WE MUST ALL FIGHT  
IS THE ONE AGAINST EVIL” Pope Francis  

Archbishop Stephen & Deacon Arthur handing out 

trophies to the various participating schools   

If you would like to receive this newsletter on a regular basis please send your name, 
cell number and email address to pms.dirsa@gmail.com and we will gladly place you 
on our mailing list. Thank you to all those who with their regular donations help us 
cover some of the running expenses of our National PMS office - may the Lord bless 
your generosity! If you would like to help with a once-off or monthly donation our 
banking details are at the top of this page - please use your name and cell number as a 
reference number if you wish us to acknowledge your donation.  



2 

 

 

PMS VISIT TO THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CAPE TOWN: 
During my visit as National Director of the PMS to the Archdiocese of Cape Town I visited some of the pro-
jects that were partially funded in the past financial year by the Pontifical Mission Societies as well as 
some that have requested funding for this financial year.  Here below I mention just a few:  
 
NAZARETH HOUSE (VREDEHOEK): The Sisters of Nazareth are involved 
in (amongst others) the following activities: Khuseleka Cottage – Place 
of Safety: working closely with the SA Police Services, Missing Person’s 
Unit and Child Protection Services to provide an emergency place of 
safety for babies and children who have been abandoned, traumatised 
and abused or removed from their families for their own protection.  
This is a short term, court sanctioned intervention providing interim 
emergency care for up to 22 children per day until they can be returned 
to the Community, reunited with their families, placed with other family members or suitable care else-
where. The vast majority of the emergency placement babies and children require specialised 24 hour 
care.  Ons Tuis Cottage: for children between the ages of 3 and 10 years old who have been neglected and 
abused or abandoned; most arrive here in need of an emergency place of safety. Most of the children stay 
for more or less 3 months but a few with special needs stay for up to 2 years. Those who are old enough go 
to schools in the area and the oth-
ers attend an early childhood 
stimulation program on site. For 
these children the focus is on ad-
dressing their development de-
lays – speech and language, cog-
nitive, physical and emotional de-
velopment areas. Sacred Heart 
Cottage: Provides long-term and 
often permanent residential care 
for severely physically and men-
tally challenged girls ranging from 
5 to 18 years who have very spe-
cial needs an absolutely no source of care or support. St Michael’s – Special Care Unit:  offers around-the-
clock palliative and terminal care to 14 medically vulnerable children living with life-threatening conditions. 
The unit is staffed by 2 full time nurses, 4 qualified health workers, 4 student health care workers and 2 
cleaners. There is also a volunteer doctor and a full time employed Occupational Therapist.  
 

LAWRENCE HOUSE – Children of Hope 
(WOODSTOCK): was conceived by the Scalabrini 
Fathers as a place of healing and restoration – 
an opportunity for new beginnings.  It provides 
residential care for up to 25 boys and girls and is 
a systematic response to the many challenges 
immigrants and refugees face upon their arrival 
in South Africa. The children are from Rwanda, 
DRC, Zimbabwe and Angola. A series of pro-
grams that address the therapeutic and develop-
ment needs of the children are implemented. 

On the development side interventions see spe-
cifically to the educational, recreational, spiritual 
and personal development needs of the children. 
Therapeutic work offers individual and group 
counselling sessions addressing anger manage-
ment and providing for victim empowerment. In 
cases where the family members are known, so-
cial workers provide family therapy. Family reu-
nification, where possible and in the best inter-
ests of the child, is a desired outcome.  
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CARMELITE NUNS (RETREAT): We met with the 10 sisters of this contemplative order at their house in Re-
treat.  The community has been in existence in Cape Town for the past 63 years supporting the Church 
through their life of prayer. Their only source of meagre income is the making of altar breads. There is an ur-
gent need for frail care facilities for the elderly sisters in the community, two (98 and 82 years old) are con-
fined to wheelchairs and in very poor health. They require constant care and attention and there is a grave 
need for proper bathroom facilities to accommodate their physical conditions.  The house is also in need of 
repairs to numerous leaks in the roof and rewiring of the whole building.    

 
CONSTRUCTION OF ST JOSEPHINE BAKHITA CHURCH (CROSSROADS):   
There was an initial delay in getting the building plans approved as issues relating to the municipal require-
ments for the number of parking bays and toilet facilities called for adaptions to the plans. With this sorted  

out another nasty surprise awaited when 
it was discovered that the building site 
had in fact been a dumping-site of rub-
bish many years ago. This  called for com-
plicated and costly preparation work to 
be done in order to see that the con-
struction is done on a solid foundation.   
 
Good progress has now been made with 
the construction of a new church for the 
Christian Community in Crossroads. 
Apart from a spacious and beautiful 
church, provision has also been made for 
a confessional meeting rooms, a kitchen 
facility for functions, a parish office and a 
room with toilet and shower for the 
priest.  In order to keep future mainte-

nance low the outside of the construction is all done in face-brick. Hopefully the construction will be complet-
ed before winter.  
 
I also got to see other buildings either 
constructed or modified or purchased 
with assistance from the Pontifical Mis-
sion Societies.  
 
I am most thankful to Father Eddie 
O’Neill sdb and Deacon Arthur Johannes 
who took time out of their busy sched-
ules to accompany me to visit the vari-
ous projects. 
 
I also believe that it is also important 
that our donors are able to see some of 
the positive effects that their hard 
earned money is having and what won-
derful things are being done with the contributions made to Mission Sunday, Missionary Childhood and St 
Peter the Apostle collections.   
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MISSION NEWS:  
Jesuit priest's cheerful disposition 

kept hope alive during his 8 month 
Afghan captivity  

A key player in working for the release of a Jesuit 
priest held by suspected Taliban militants in Af-
ghanistan for eight months said Thursday the 
priest never lost hope and was confident in the 
efforts being made to secure his freedom. 

Fr. Alexis Prem Kumar, S.J., was the Afghanistan 
director for Jesuit Refugee Services (JRS) at the 
time of his abduction by unidentified men on June 
2, 2014. Some reports identified the men as Tali-
ban militants. His release was announced Feb. 22. 

“Fr. Prem (is) very cheerful, positive, and during 
the time of his captivity we knew this strength of 
his character would help him to sustain himself in 
positivity, not to give up,” Fr. Peter Balleis, S.J., 
told CNA Feb. 26. 

Fr. Kumar had been accompanying teachers on a 
visit to a school for refugees in the village of So-
hadat, some 500 miles west of Kabul. His release 
was secured with the help of the Indian govern-
ment, which negotiated with his captors. 

As international director of the Rome-based Jesuit 
Refugee Service (JRS), Fr. Balleis played a major 
role at the community level in gathering infor-
mation about Fr. Kumar’s whereabouts and well-
being throughout his captivity. 

He was able to speak with Fr. Kumar over the 
phone shortly after he was released by his captors 
earlier this month. Fr. Kumar, 
he said, expressed “great grati-
tude” for the efforts made to 
secure his freedom. 

Fr. Kumar is now in India, his 
homeland. He is from the Indi-
an state of Tamil Nadu, where 
he previously worked with Sri 
Lankan refugees, indigenous 
people, and Dalits. 

Despite spending the majority 
of his time as a hostage either 
handcuffed or in chains, Fr. 
Kumar never gave up and nev-
er became bitter toward his 
captors, Fr. Balleis noted. “So 
he came out good.” 

As a hostage taken by some-
one who can kill you or do 
whatever they want, “you 
have no power, you’re powerless,” the priest ob-
served, recalling Fr. Kumar’s own words shortly 
after his release. 

“You can also start to feel hatred, or wish them 
bad things, and that was not the case. (Fr. Kumar) 
kept positive, hopeful,” he said, noting that they 
also had to maintain cordial relations with the cap-
tors, because “if you want to achieve something 

you have to be friendly with your enemy, and talk 
to them.” 

Although Fr. Kumar’s freedom was negotiated by 
the Indian government, Fr. Balleis said JRS was 
busy working to gather information through vari-
ous contacts on the ground. They remained in 
constant contact with the Indian consulate and 
embassy, exchanging information. 

Fr. Balleis and members of JRS were meeting daily 
throughout the eight months of Fr. Kumar’s cap-
tivity to discuss how to secure his release. 

At times JRS was able to obtain more information 
than the government, the priest observed, re-
calling how it was they who received the first 
“proof of life” in a video clip sent by Fr. Kumar’s 
captors four months after his abduction. 

Not all information received by the Indian govern-
ment and JRS was exchanged, due to the need to 
protect their contacts and informants. 

In addition to communicating with government 
officials, the Jesuits also needed to be in contact 
with the captors, Fr. Balleis said, to explain who 
they were and that as a charitable organization 
with a mission to serve, JRS couldn’t be “extorted 
for money.” 

The eight month process was full of ups and 
downs, he said, explaining that at times contacts 
would come forward and give hope by claiming to 
have gotten a message through to Fr. Kumar, but 
in the end they were also trying to extort the or-
ganization. 

However, the most important part of the process, 
which Fr. Balleis said touches on a deeper spiritual 

level of trust, “is that we had to keep him alive in 
our own mind, and heart and faith.” 

From: Catholic News Agency / EWTN News 

Fr. Alexis (second from left) seen with his family after his release  

Please LIKE our Facebook Page  

and/or contact us on Whatsapp  

see details at the top of page 1.   


