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Make me a channel of your Peace 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace, 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love, 
Where there is injury, pardon, 
Where there is doubt, faith, 
Where there is despair, hope, 
Where there is darkness, light, 
And where there is sadness, joy. 
O Divine Master, 
Grant that I may not so much seek to be 
consoled as to console; 
To be understood, as to understand; 
to be loved, as to love; 
For it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
And it is in dying  
that we are born to eternal life. Amen 
(St. Francis of Assisi) 

 

 
MISSIONARIES OF AFRICA 

SOUTH AFRICA 
NEWSLETTER No. 50                 26th April 2015 

 

My dear Friends,  
 

Easter Greetings! How is your Easter? You notice that I wrote is and not was! I hope 
you had a beautiful Easter Sunday, but that now you are still having a great Easter 
Season! Yes, Jesus is risen and we celebrate his resurrection until Pentecost Sunday 
(24th May), fifty days all together, whereas Lent lasts forty days! How does it show in 
my life that I am risen with Jesus to a new way of living?  
 

During the Holy Week, we were all very busy helping out in parishes and hearing confessions. Even the second 
Sunday of Easter, 5th April, was again occupied hearing confessions on the Sunday of Divine Mercy. We really felt 
God’s Spirit working in the hearts of so many people who turned their lives completely to give themselves to God.  
 

On Saturday, March 28th, in Pretoria Archdiocese, I met a group of parents of the Xaveri children and youth 
movement; the leaders of the movement had asked me to give them a talk on 
“Nurturing Vocations”. The parents showed a lot of interest and are even worried 
about the future of their children in our modern society rife with violence and 
loose morality. There were many questions 
and lively discussions.  
 

This month, parts of our country have been 
rocked by a lot of unrest and violent actions due to xenophobic reactions. What 
is “xenophobia”? The term comes from two Greek words: xeno = stranger and 
phobia = fear. Yes! Fear of strangers! When we fear something or someone, our 
first reaction is to take it away from our life. But the Christian attitude should be 
to befriend the person we fear, to live according to Christ’s Gospel of love. 

Therefore, we as Missionaries of Africa have embarked 
on an anti-xenophobia campaign by printing and 
distributing twenty four thousand small cards to 
encourage people to say “No!” to this evil practice. The 
prayer of St. Francis of Assisi at the back invites us to 
embrace our brothers and sisters from all over the 
world by becoming instruments of God’s peace. Pray this prayer often and put it into 
practice in your day to day life. Encourage all your friends and school mates to live in the 
same way. This is the role of a Missionary: to help people unite and become one in Jesus. So, 

if you are a real missionary, help create peace and unity everywhere.  
 

On Saturday 25th April, at Johannesburg Cathedral, we had a beautiful celebration for the World Day of Prayers for 
Vocation, which in fact is today. The youth who came to meet Priests, Brothers and Sisters showed much interest in 
the message of Pope Francis: this year, he states very clearly that “The christian vocation is necessarily born of the 
experience of Mission... Hearing and following the voice of Christ the Good Shepherd, means letting ourselves be 
attracted and guided by Him... allowing the Holy Spirit to draw us into the missionary dynamism, awakening in us the 
desire, the joy and the courage to offer our own lives in the service of the Kingdom of God.” 
 

Meditate on this! The Good Shepherd is still calling you! Happy Vocation Sunday! 
 

Fr. Michael.      
 

With some parents of the Xaveri 


