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I recently had the opportunity to visit 5 dioceses in the Kwazulu–Natal area and I can honestly say 
that it was both a positive and humbling experience for me. It afforded me the opportunity to see 
firsthand the reality of some of our dioceses with the vast expanse of territory, long distances that 
need to be travelled by the pastoral agents and/or faithful to celebrate the Eucharist and other     
liturgical activities, the bad roads that have to be negotiated and the poverty and isolation of some 
of the Christian communities. Added to this is the shortage of priests, lack of funds and the reality 
that only a small percentage of the population are Catholics.  

At the same time it is encouraging to see the amount of work that is being done on the ground in 
spite of all the aforementioned. The dedication of the various pastoral agents (bishops, priests, per-
manent deacons, religious men and woman along with the committed lay people) is commendable 
and the Catholic Church continues to be a Church working with and for the poor as pope Francis  
continually asks us to be. 

I had only been back for just over a week from  
my extended visit to KZN when it was time for me 
to leave to attend my first General Assembly of 
the Superior Council of PMS in Rome. It was a 
wonderful experience to be able to meet with the 
National Directors from all the countries (only a  
few could not come due to Visa or health rea-
sons). The aims of the Assembly are to discuss 
challenges and solutions related to the missionary 
situation throughout the world. The raising of 
funds was of course an important agenda item. 
Other matters which required attention was de-
ciding on the allocation of grants to the more than 
1150 dioceses, the transparency of  accounts, 
budgets and the approval of financial statements. 
The Secretary Generals of the four societies of the 
PMS made presentations and  submitted reports 
on the Missionary Childhood, Propagation of the 
Faith, St Peter the Apostle and the Missionary  
Union of Priests and Religious.  

There were also sessions for formation where the 
delegates were able to discuss and evaluate the 
relative skills and knowledge needed to address 
the problems and realities facing  the missionary  
world today. The Audience of the PMS Assembly 
delegates with Pope Francis was certainly a    
highlight. Pope Francis in his message reminded 
us that missionary activity is still the greatest       
challenge for the Church and we should never  
forget that it is the work of Jesus Christ that we 
are doing.  All delegates then had an opportunity 
to meet the Pope and exchange a few words. The 
six intense days of the Assembly were followed by 
a course for the new National Directors.  

Gordon Rees      
Fr. Gordon Rees mccj   -  National PMS Director: South Africa, Botswana & Swaziland 

POPE FRANCIS ARRIVING FOR THE AUDIENCE  
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THE PONTIFICAL MISSION SOCIETIES (PMS)  
HELPING THE CHURCH IN KWAZULU-NATAL 

During my just over two weeks of travel-
ling around the territories of 5 different 
dioceses of Kwazulu-Natal I was afforded 
the opportunity to see so many realities 
of the Church in SA and get to meet face 
to face some of the people whom until 
then I had only had contact with by 
email and or phone. I was accompanied 
to so many sites of current and past  
projects partially funded by the Pontifi-
cal Mission Societies (PMS),  space un-
fortunately does no allow me to go into 
detail on the various projects and so I 
have  decided to share some photos and 
more general information.  

What was most impressive to see was the varied and  
wonderful work being done on the ground and to          
personally see how the money that our dioceses are      
receiving from the PMS is helping in our Christian        
Communities here in South Africa.  
I visited, in order of sequence, the dioceses of Umzimkulu, 
Mariannhill, Durban, Eshowe and Dundee. The trip, 
amongst many other things, helped me to improve my 
knowledge of the geography of South Africa and to see the 
vastness, beauty, potential and challenges that exist. I was 
able to experience just how important the grants from the 
various Pontifical Mission Societies are helping to form 
and grow the local Catholic Communities both spiritually 
and in a concrete material way. The help is being given at  
various levels and to address the different situations and 
needs that exist within the local Churches.  
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith is assisting 
with the building of new churches and chapels as well as 
the renovation and extension of the same. They are also 
helping to fund the formation of Catechists, and the trans-
lating and producing of catechetical materials for the Faith-
ful. PMS assists in some small way to the general running 
of the dioceses and with building of houses for the priests-
in-charge in the parishes.    
The Missionary Childhood Society is involved in the        
Missionary and Catholic formation of Children within      
various dioceses and contributes to many projects relating 
to children, feeding schemes, orphanages, kindergartens 

and schools. The joy that we saw on the faces of so many of these children (the beneficiaries of these grants) 
and the love and appreciation expressed by them, were such moving and humbling experiences.  
The presence of many local clergy and religious is testimony to the admirable assistance by the Society of St 
Peter the Apostle to the formation of Priests and Religious in Southern Africa. 

Welcoming from the Learners at Blaauwbosch Welcoming from the Learners at Blaauwbosch ––    
Sisizakele Primary, Dundee DioceseSisizakele Primary, Dundee Diocese   

Gathering of the Learners at Mhlumayo Gathering of the Learners at Mhlumayo ––  Primary School and crèche  (Dundee)Primary School and crèche  (Dundee)  

Blessing and official opening of St Conrad  parish  Blessing and official opening of St Conrad  parish  --
Umzimkulu Diocese Umzimkulu Diocese   

House for Parish Priest House for Parish Priest --  Kwamakhutha Kwamakhutha --    
Mariannhill DioceseMariannhill Diocese  
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After attending the General Assembly of the PMS in Rome and hearing of the extreme difficulties being faced by 
Catholics and missionaries in so many countries - persecutions, severe government control, poverty, etc. - I am 
every more convinced that we in South Africa still have a lot to do with regard to understanding and committing 
ourselves to the immense implications and challenges that are facing the Universal Mission of the Church. So 
many Catholics for various and at times for seemingly valid reasons have stopped supporting the Mission of the 
Church. How many of us pray for the Missions, Missionaries and that the Lord will send more labourers into the 
abundant harvest? How many of us give a meaningful contribution to support the Universal Mission of the 
Church, even sacrificing at times ourselves of some luxury or pleasure so that others may be able to receive    
Jesus’ Good News of salvation and liberation? It is a fact that each year worldwide the contributions to the    
Pontifical Mission Societies collections are decreasing and the needs are increasing as more and more people are 
oblivious of the healing, forgiveness and new life to be found in Jesus 
Christ. Is it that we have grown complacent or that we no longer believe 
that others are also entitled to experience the joy of the Gospel?  
Maybe it has to do with the fact that we are not motivated or informed 
as to the Missionary realities of the Church or that we have become 
caught up in our own sodality, movement, parish, diocese… and have 
closed our hearts and eyes to the struggles and pain of so many people 
waiting to receive Jesus into their lives. The Pontifical Mission Societies 
has 120 offices in the world and is doing all it can to help as much as  
possible in the more than 1150 Missionary dioceses in the world. All this 
work is carried out with the help of the prayers and money collected 
throughout the world which is pooled together and then shared out in a 
just and Christian manner attempting to assist as much as possible the 
seemingly endless Missionary needs of the Church.  
Thankfully, we have some people here in South Africa who donate to the 
missions on a monthly basis or give a generous contribution once a year, 
however at the same time the sad reality is that the collection amounts 
from the parishes and dioceses are decreasing. The combined contribu-
tion of all Catholics in South Africa, Botswana and Swaziland  brought in 
just over R2.8 million this past year, meaning on average less than a R1 
per Catholic, I am convinced that we can afford to be more generous 
with the Universal Mission! Remember that God loves a  cheerful giver! 
 

Thank you to our      
regular Donors!        

May the Lord           
bless you abundantly!  

If you would like to receive this 
newsletter on a regular basis 
please send your name, email 
address & cell number to 
pms.dirsa@gmail.com and we 
will gladly place you on our 
mailing list.  

Zulu dance performed Zulu dance performed 
by Learners at by Learners at 

Mhlumayo Primary Mhlumayo Primary 

St Joseph Anatikwe Catholic Church St Joseph Anatikwe Catholic Church --    
Archdiocese of Durban Archdiocese of Durban   St Jude Thasseus St Jude Thasseus --  Eshowe Diosese Eshowe Diosese   

Gathering of the Missionary Childhood members  Gathering of the Missionary Childhood members  --  

Umzimkulu DioceseUmzimkulu Diocese   
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MISSION NEWS:  
Pope Francis to the PMS: "missionary 
activity is still the greatest challenge 
for the Church" 
On 5 June the Holy Father received in audience the    
participants of the Annual General Assembly of the       
Pontifical Missionary Societies, who were accompanied 
by the Prefect of the Congregation for the                   
Evangelization of Peoples, Cardinal Fernando Filoni.    

 

The following is the full speech of the Holy Father. 
 

"Dear brothers and sisters, I am pleased to meet 
with you all, who are involved in the Pontifical 
Missionary Societies at the service of the Church, 
to carry out the missionary mandate to evangelize 
peoples to the ends of the earth. I thank Cardinal 
Filoni for his courteous words.  
 

Humanity is in such need of the Gospel, the source 
of joy, of hope and of peace. The evangelizing mis-
sion has priority, because the missionary activity is 
again today the greatest challenge for the Church. 
And "how I would like to find - also for you - the 
words to encourage a more fervent, joyful, gener-
ous and audacious evangelizing season, full of love 
until the end and of infectious life!" (Apostolic  
Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, 261).  
 

The proclamation of the Gospel is the first and 
constant concern of the Church; it is her essential 
commitment, her greatest challenge, and the 
source of her renewal. Blessed Paul VI added, "and 
her vocation". In fact, the true renewal of the 
Church, of her structures and of her pastoral activ-
ity stems from the evangelizing mission, from its 
intensity and efficacy.  

 

Without the restlessness and anxiety of evangeli-
zation it is not possible to develop a credible and 
effective pastoral ministry, which unites proclama-
tion and human promotion. "The missionary activi-
ty is the paradigm of the whole work of the 
Church" (Evangelii Gaudium, 15).  
 

To you Members of the Congregation for the 
Evangelization of Peoples and National Directors 
of the Pontifical Missionary Societies, corresponds 
by vocation and ministry, a demanding and privi-
leged task: your sight and your interest widen to 

the large and universal horizons of humanity, to its 
geographic and especially human frontiers. You 
accompany with esteem and affection the life of 
the young Churches spread throughout the world 
and you encourage the People of God to live fully 
the universal mission.  
 

You know the wonders that the Holy Spirit, 
through these Churches, often poor in resources, 
is operating in humanity, also through the difficul-
ties and persecutions that they endure for their 
fidelity and witness of the Word of God and in the 
defense of man. In those human peripheries the 
Church is called to go out into the streets and 
meet our many brothers and sisters that live with-
out the strength, the light and the consolation of 
Jesus Christ; without a community of faith that 
receives them, without a horizon of meaning and 
of life (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 49).  
 

The Congregation for Evangelization and the    
Pontifical Missionary Societies are, therefore, pro-
tagonists of a renewed evangelization, addressed 
to all and, in particular, to the poor, the least and 
the marginalized (cf. n. 198). 
 

Because of the charism that characterizes them, 
the Pontifical Missionary Societies are attentive 
and sensitive to the needs of the mission territo-
ries, in particular, to the poorest human groups. 
They are instruments of communion between the 
Churches, fostering and realizing the sharing of 
persons and of economic resources. They are com-
mitted to support the seminarians, presbyters and 
Religious, of the young Churches of mission terri-
tories, in the Pontifical Colleges. In the face of the 
beautiful and important task that lies before you, 
faith and love of Christ have the capacity to push 
you everywhere to proclaim the Gospel of love, of 
fraternity and of justice. And this is done with 
prayer, with evangelical courage and with the tes-
timony of the Beatitudes. Please, be careful not to 
fall into the temptation of becoming an NGO, an 
office of distribution of ordinary and extraordinary 
aid. Money is of help – we know it! – but it can 
also become the ruin of the Mission. When func-
tionalism puts itself at the center or occupies a 
large space, as if it were the most important thing, 
it will lead you to ruin, because the first way of 
dying is that of taking the “sources” for granted, 
that is, He who moves the Mission. Please, with so 
many plans and programs do not remove Jesus 
Christ from Missionary Work, which is His work. A 
Church that reduces itself to the efficiency of party 
devices is already dead, even if the structures and 
the programs in favour of the "self-employed" 
clergy and laity should yet last for centuries. 
 

True evangelization is not possible except in the 
sanctifying energy of the Holy Spirit, the only one 
capable of renewing, shaking, giving impulse to 
the Church in an audacious going out of herself to 
evangelize all peoples (cf. Ibid., n. 261).  
 

May the Virgin Mary, Star of Evangelization, obtain 
for you always a passion for the Kingdom of God, 
so that the joy of the Gospel reaches to the ends 
of the earth and no periphery is deprived of its 
light. I bless you all affectionately. And, please, do 
not forget to pray for me". 
 

From: Agenzia Fides 05/06/2015 

 

Fr Gordon PMS Director with Pope Francis 


