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Mission Month (October) is just around the corner and once again the Church invites us collaborate in a 
tangible way in bringing the liberating and life-giving message of Jesus Christ to all people who inhabit 
our planet Earth. We are certainly aware of so many disturbing reports of violence, war, exploitation, 
abuse, corruption, discrimination and religious persecution happening in too many places in our so 
called civilised world. What is desperately needed in our world are the values and objectives of the 
Kingdom that Jesus preached. What is our response to all these tragic realities apart from shaking our 
heads in disbelieve and maybe making some comments? How are we actively working to change our 
families, communities, society, country and our world? We are all called to be instruments of positive 
change and hope, irrespective of our age, situation or status in life, each one has something to offer and  
has the capacity to be a channel of the new life and hope that Jesus brings.  
 

Do we commend these tragic situations to prayer? Are we genuine witnesses of Jesus in our daily lives, 
at home, at work, at our places of study, wherever we may be?  Do we give testimony not only with our 
words but more importantly with our lives? Pope Francis with his humble and austere life style coupled 
with the compassion, love and mercy of Jesus radiating from his daily actions give us a wonderful exam-
ple of how to be missionaries and disciples of Christ. He has made priority visits to areas of conflict, war 
and poverty, (Palestine, Israel, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania, Bolivia, Ecuador and Paraguay) to bring 
Jesus’ message of hope and mercy. He concerns himself with the plight of the homeless, refugees, the 
sick and the suffering.   
In an  attempt to promote the Universal Mission of the Church in all the dioceses of the SACBC we had a 
workshop with the Diocesan Pontifical Mission Societies (PMS) Directors at Lumko, Benoni in July, which 
was attended by 21 directors or their representatives.  The workshop took the form of an information 
session on the PMS; its Societies, aims, mission, challenges, achievements and procedures. It also 
afforded us an opportunity to get to know one another a little better and at least meet in person. From 
the feedback received it was viewed as positive and helpful. We all agreed that the PMS will only func-
tion properly and achieve its mission when the faithful are informed and animated and when everyone 
here in our local churches collaborates, is enthusiastic and committed. To quote Pope Francis: “Mission 
is a passion for Jesus and at the same time a passion for His people”.  
 

Gordon Rees      
Fr. Gordon Rees mccj    
National PMS Director - SA, Botswana & Swaziland 

 

missio SACBC 

The Pope’s message for WORLD MISSION DAY 2015  is available on the Vatican Website:  

www.vatican.va       (choose language option “English” and then “Messages”) 
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DISCIPLESHIP AND DISCIPLESHIP AND 
EVANGELISATION EVANGELISATION   

Fr. Terrance Barnard OMI 
 
 

On the 8th December 1975, the late 
Blessed Pope Paul VI issued his Encycli-
cal entitled: EVANGELIZATION IN THE 
MODERN WORD. (E.N.)  This was with-
out doubt a watershed document in 
the recent history of the Church. The 
late Saint Pope John Paul II, picking up 
from this document, made constant 
calls to “launch out into the deep.” He 
said in Mexico City in 1990: “The Lord 
and Master of history and of our desti-
nies has wished my pontificate to be 
that of a pilgrim Pope of evangelisa-
tion, walking down the roads of the 
world, bringing to all peoples the   
message of salvation.” 

A ship may be a beautiful sight in the 
harbour, but that is not what a ship 
was built for – it is meant to sail the 
oceans in both calm and stormy wa-
ters. It is time; it has been so for many 
years that we are to set sail once 
again: 

E.N. #14: “Evangelising is in fact the 
grace and vocation proper to the 
Church, her deepest identity. She    
exists in order to evangelise.” That is 
quite disturbing – if we are not in the 
process of evangelising, we may as 
well close our doors …. in fact we have 
no right to exist …. we do not exist! 

This is particularly true in the light of 
what is often said, viz. the Church is 
over-sacramentalised and under-
evangelised! The establishment of the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting the 
New Evangelization in 2010 by Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI is a further   
answer to the initial call of Blessed 
Paul VI. 

A word on this NEW  
EVANGELIZATION.  

What is meant by it? In simple terms: 
millions of people, particularly in the 
Western world, are Christian in name, 
come from Christian backgrounds, are 
familiar with Christianity, but no longer 
practice that faith in a meaningful way. 
They have heard of Christ and the   
Gospel, even though they may be 
overrating themselves in their belief 
that they know and understand what 
these mean. No matter. Whatever 
their shortcomings in understanding a 
faith they no longer practice, they   
believe they have already been evan-
gelised and that their non-practice is 
an examined decision. Their attitude 
towards Christianity, in essence, is, I 
know what it is. I have tried it. And it is 
not for me! 
 

And so it no longer makes sense to 
speak of trying to evangelize such per-
sons in the same way as we intend 
that term when we are speaking of 
taking the Gospel to someone for the 
first time. It is more accurate precisely 

to speak of a new evangelization, of an 
attempt to take the Gospel to individu-
als and to a culture that have already 
largely been shaped by it, are in a 
sense over-familiar with it, but have 
not really in fact examined it. The new 
evangelization tries to take the Gospel 
to persons who are already Christian 
but are no longer practicing as Chris-
tians. 

While evangelisation is a new word for 
most Catholics (that’s the thing the 
Protestants do … we have the Sacra-
ments), the ministry of evangelisation 
has existed in the Church since the 
time of Christ. Catholics may be more 
familiar with the words “convert mak-
ing or missionary.” However, evangeli-
sation is a much broader ministry than 
making converts or working with     
pagans in far away places! 

The word evangelisation comes to us 
from ancient history when a slave was 
chosen to bring back to the ruler the 
good news of victory in battle. The 
bearer of this good news was always 
granted his freedom and so he would 
come running, nearly dancing for joy, 
as he bore the good news of victory 
that would gain freedom for him. 

What’s new? Have we not always been 
evangelising? Yes. Catholic parents 
have been introducing their children to 
Jesus and His Church for 2000 years; 
and the faith has been faithfully 
passed on by the hierarchy, the clergy, 
the religious and the laity down 
through the ages. 

What is new about evangelisation is 
that Blessed Pope Paul VI called for a 
new awareness and a new reflection 
on the importance of evangelisation 
which resulted in a call for a specific 
ministry of evangelisation. One that is 
NEW in method, fervour and            
expression. 
 

Fr Cantalamessa, the preacher to the 
Papal Household enlarges on this 
when he says that we must return to 
basics, we must go back to the Keryg-
ma. (The essence, the heart.)  Let us 
pause awhile and consider two words 
– KERYGMA and PASSION. 

The very essence, the heart, the whole 
point of Jesus coming was to bring an 
abundance to people’s lives by his very 
presence – a presence that captured 
hearts and minds and bodies. “I have 
come to give you life in abun-
dance.” (John 10:10). This life-giving 
empowerment is the main thrust of 
evangelization – but when it loses that 
thrust it has lost everything. 
 

People were drawn to his company, 
attracted by his humanity. Their hearts 
expanded in his presence; the best in 
them was touched. They felt good 
about themselves just by being around 
him, by being loved by him. This is the 
heart of the Good News and when that 
central excitement of being loved for 

who I am is withdrawn, denied or lost 
from the very centre of our mission, 
our preaching and teaching, then, 
whatever else we may think we are 
doing, we are not presenting the hu-
man Christ as he was, we are not tell-
ing the whole truth of the Christian 
story. We need to recapture that    
PASSION. We need to be singing faith-
fully and accurately, the saving song of 
Jesus. What is the essence of this sav-
ing song? We need to be about the 
business of convincing people that 
they are unconditionally loved by a 
God who is utterly delighted to be inti-
mately one with us! Who delights in 
being visible and tangible in human 
form, who desires to be known and 
loved in the humanity of Jesus Christ. 
We need to keep telling the story that 
God delights to be dwelling within us – 
to keep telling this astonishing story – 
in revealing to our sisters and brothers 
the truth about their own identity, in 
telling them who they really are. Isaiah 
43 verse 4: “Since I regard you as pre-
cious, since you are honoured and I 
love you.”  
If evangelisation has existed since the 
time of Christ, where did it all begin? 
At the Ascension: Matthew 28:19-20: 
GO… MAKE DISCIPLES… BAPTISE 
THEM…TEACH THEM. This has become 
known as THE GREAT COMMISSION. 
Sadly, it has in recent times been spo-
ken of as THE GREAT OMISSION!  GO is 
a command – NOT an option! (1514 
times in the Bible; 233 times in the 
New Testament and 54 times in the 
Gospel of Matthew). These are times 
of emergency – times that must be 
met with dynamic and immediate ac-
tion. The command is to GO and make 
DISCIPLES – not members! 
 

The Church already has too many 
members.  Take the member of a so-
cial club of whom basically three things 
are required: 
1. Attend the AGM and one or two 
other meetings. 2. Pay subs. 3. Live 
according to the rules of the club. 
 

We have taken this and transferred it 
onto the Church! We ask the parish-
ioners to: 
1. Attend the AGM (Easter, Christmas 
and maybe one or two other celebra-
tions/meetings. 2. Pay the subs by 
putting money in the collection. 3. try 
to live according to the rules/the com-
mandments.  And we think we have 
disciples! 
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A DISCIPLE IS A CARBON COPY A DISCIPLE IS A CARBON COPY   
OF THE MASTER. OF THE MASTER.   

Our Master is Jesus Christ and it is our 
vocation to be His carbon copies, His 
disciples. This implies CONVERSION 
*ongoing process+– a changing of the 
mind and heart and then accepting this 
Jesus as my personal Lord and           
Saviour!!!!! 
 

The order of the instruction given by 
Jesus is critically important. After we 
have made disciples, we then BAPTISE 
and THEN we TEACH. We have missed 
the critical step … MAKING DISCIPLES!  
We go ahead and we baptise (over-
sacramentalised) and then we do some 
teaching in Catechism or RCIA – and we 
hope, faintly, that they will   become 
disciples. 
 

DISCIPLES MAKE DISCIPLES DISCIPLES MAKE DISCIPLES ––      
MEMBERS MAKE MEMBERS!MEMBERS MAKE MEMBERS!  

  

Today we tend to blame the prevalent 
culture for our dwindling numbers, lack 
of success. We denounce its individual-
ism, secularism, hedonism and any ISM. 
Yes, these do render the environment 
unfriendly to proclaim the Gospel – BUT 
we tend to overlook the deep spiritual 
hunger that stirs in the hearts of men 
and women today. Disconnected with a 
civilisation of gadgets and entertain-
ment, many are looking for meaning in 
life. (Need for Spirituality Centres to 
help get in touch with that Still Point in 
this turning world.) 
 

Very often today Christians and the 
Christian Churches are too cool, for-
getting the warning of Jesus: “because 
you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor 
hot, I am about to spit you out of my 
mouth.” (Revelation 3:16) We do not 
seem to realise that the Father’s house 
is on fire with his beloved children in-
side! It is not time for just another quiet 
chat or another Workshop or Assembly. 
 

The mission to evangelise is urgent. We 
are searching for the lost sheep of 
Christ, and there are wolves out there! 
A roaring lion is on the prowl; looking 
for those he can devour (1 Peter 5:8). 
The world is in mourning and we must 
roll back the stone to unveil the Risen 
Christ for the entire world to see. With-
out Him there is only darkness. Many 
people have totally lost their way. And 
we must bring them home as children 
of God. They could die without ever 
coming to know their heavenly Father. 
When they stand before Him in judge-
ment they will not recognise Him, so 
how can they choose Him and the life 
He offers?  
 

What is our job? Why are we sent? Why 
does Jesus tell us GO? Because He 
wants us to “open the eyes of those to 
whom I am sending you, to turn them 
from darkness to light, from the domin-
ion of Satan to God, that through their 
faith … they may obtain forgiveness of 

their sins and a portion among God’s 
people.” (Acts 26:16-18) 
 

As Paul exclaimed: “Woe to me if I do 
not preach the gospel! … I am entrusted 
with a commission … I have made my-
self a slave to all, that I might win more. 
To the Jews I became a Jew; in order to 
win Jews … to the weak I became weak 
that I might win the weak. I have       
become all things to all men, so that I 
might by all means save some.”  
(1 Cor. 9:16-22) 
 

Saint Pope John Paul frequently        
reminded us that our task today is      
especially urgent: “The urgency of the 
church’s mission is obvious. What 
moves me even more strongly to pro-
claim the urgency of missionary      
evangelisation is the fact that it is the 
primary service which the Church can 
render to every individual and to all 
humanity in the modern world, a world 
which…seems to have lost its sense of 
ultimate realities and of existence                
itself.” (Mission of the Redeemer      
Encyclical. RM # 2 and 3)  
 

****************************************************************  
WHO ME?WHO ME?  

 

And the Lord said: “Go.” 
And I said: “Who…me?” 

And He smiled: “Yes…you.” 
And I said: 

“But I am not ready yet. 
And there’s company coming. 
And I can’t leave the children. 

And you know there is no one to 
take my place.” 

And He smiled: “Are you sure?” 
 
 

And the Lord said, “Go.” 
And I said: 

“But I don’t want to.” 
And He smiled: 

“I didn’t ask if you wanted to.” 
And I said: 

“Listen, I am not the kind of person  
to get involved in controversies. 
Besides, my family won’t like it, 

and what will the neighbours 
think?” 

And He smiled: 
“I know well.” 

 
 

And yet a third time the Lord said: 
“Go.” 

And I said:  “Do I have to?” 
And He smiled: 

“Do you love me?” 
And I said: “Look, I’m scared. 
People are going to hate me, 

and cut me into pieces. 
And I can’t take it all by myself.” 

 

And He smiled: 
“Where do you think I will be?” 

 

And the Lord said: Go.” 
And I sighed: 

“Here I am Lord, Send me.” 

PONTIFICAL MISSION     
SOCIETIES’ 2016    

 
 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

 Biblical readings for every day  
according to the Roman Calendar 

 

 Indications for all solemnities, 
feasts, memorials and optional  
memorials with Liturgical Colours 

 

 Monthly reflection from Pope  
Francis on issues like: Peace,   
Poverty, Joy, Creation, Children, 
Charity, Mission, Family…   

 The Pope’s monthly  
  prayer intentions  
 

 Public holidays for South Africa, 
Botswana & Swaziland 

 

 Space to note important personal 
dates & events 

 
 
 
 

Available now from your Diocese, 
Parish, The Catholic Centre (Sunnyside, 
Pta) & Pauline’s Book Shop (Kensington, 
Jhb) or email: pms.dirsa@gmail.com 
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 MISSION NEWS:  
FIRST SOUTH AFRICAN SAINT  

 

South Africa has its first officially recognised saint 
in the person of Blessed Benedict Daswa. His feast 
day will be celebrated on February 1 of each year.   
 

Benedict was brutally    
murdered on 2 February 
1990.  In the late afternoon 
he had been giving a person 
with a heavy load a lift in 
his bakkie. As he was     
driving home, the road was 
blocked with stones and 
logs.  He alighted to remove 
the blockade.  A rain of 
stones came from the  
bushes.  He ran to the next 
household with all the men 
young and old after 
him.  He got inside a ronda-
vel.  They asked the woman 
who was in the yard where he was.  She refused to 
tell them but when they threatened her, she 
pointed him out.  They got him out and as he 
prayed “Father, receive my spirit”, they clubbed 
him with a knobkerrie.  He fell and died.  They 
poured boiling water on his ears and nostrils to 
ensure that he was dead. The opponent of their 
witchcraft beliefs was dead.  He had said that, as a 
Catholic, he could not accept the power of witch-
craft nor the attacks of witch-hunt.  For this       
reason, the Church has recognised him as a 
Blessed Martyr—a true witness of the Faith.  
 

For more information on Benedict Daswa you can 
see: http://www.daswabeatification.org.za/   

 
 

************************* 

THANK YOU FOR  

HELPING THE MISSIONS! 

Thank you to all our regular donors  - may 
the loving Lord bless your generosity!  

 

Please support the Missions by making a 
monthly or once-off donation. 

 

Please use your name and cell or telephone  
number as a reference number if you wish us 

to acknowledge your donation.  

BANKING DETAILS: ABSA BANK,  Acc No: 404-860-5313,   

Acc Name: Pontifical Mission Societies      

OCTOBER 
MISSION APPEAL: 

 
 

At the Annual General Meeting in June, held in 
Rome, 220 of the projects submitted for considera-
tion by our  dioceses of the SACBC were approved 
with a funding amount of more than R26 million.  

Last year from all 29 dioceses that make up the 
SACBC (South Africa, Botswana & Swaziland) we 
managed to collected less than R3 million for the 
Missions. This money was placed at the availability 
of the Universal Fund of the Pontifical Mission      
Societies (PMS).  

We as Catholics in the SACBC region should move 
our focus beyond the needs of the parish or the   
diocese and understand the tremendous need that 
exists beyond our countries. We can be more gener-
ous with our contributions to the Universal Mission 
Fund. The collection for the Missions should be  
taken up in all parishes every Sunday of October. 

All priests, PFC’s, movements and sodalities, are 
kindly requested to   motivate and inform the parish-
ioners of the tremendous needs of the Universal 
Mission of the Church we are but 29 of the 1150 
dioceses receiving help — the needs of the Mission 
are ever increasing and the donations sadly ever  
decreasing.  

You have been privileged to know Jesus and discover 
the new life and joy that He brings — now its your 
turn to let others come to know Him too by showing 
your solidarity in a concrete way.  

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good      
measure, pressed down, shaken together and 
running over, will be poured into your lap. For 
with the measure you use, it will be measured to 
you.” Luke 6:38 

If you would like to receive this newsletter 
on a regular basis please send your name and 
email address to pms.dirsa@gmail.com and we 
will gladly place you on our mailing list.  

PLEASE LIKE our Facebook Page  

and/or contact us on Whatsapp  

see details at the top of page 1.   


