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CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS ———   
JESUS IS OUR GIFT!JESUS IS OUR GIFT!JESUS IS OUR GIFT!   

 

The greatest gift of God to us is Jesus Christ 
himself—the Emmanuel—God with us. The   
celebration of Christmas is all about God’s love 
and mercy towards us as human beings. Jesus 
came to show us the merciful and loving face of 
the Father, in order that we might come to    
understand our dignity as sons and daughters 
and so recognize in each person—our brother 
or sister.  

More than two-thousand years after the com-
ing of our Saviour, it is plain to see from the  
violence, war, hate, corruption and exploitation 
present in our society, that we  didn’t get the 
message, that we failed to understand the  
Kingdom of God and its benefits for all            
humanity. Christmas is about celebrating our 
new life in Christ—it is really not about           
expensive gifts, scrumptious feasts and wild 
parties—it is all about understanding our own 
dignity and that of others and so begin living in 

an attitude of mutual respect. To live the    
golden rule “do unto others as you would have 
them do unto you” (Lk 6:31) . We need to see 
the world through the merciful eyes of Jesus 
and like Him, be people who go about doing 
good, bringing hope, peace, joy and life to all 
who we meet on our earthly pilgrimage.  
 
 
 
 

Jesus  still offers himself as a constant and eter-
nal gift of mercy, healing, hope and new-life for 
all of us that open our hearts and minds to Him.  
 

He desires that we 
have the fullness and 
abundance of life      
(Jn 10:10) and offers 
Himself as the Way, 
Truth and Life (Jn 
14:6) to all who seek 
Him with sincerity 
and    humility. Once 
we  accept to  follow 
Him and become  
missionary disciples, 
then   automatically 
we are called and 
sent to be “other 
Christs” (anointed) 
people who are the 
gift of Christ to all 
whom we  meet.   
Our mission on this 
earth is to be the 
hands, feet, mouth, 
mind and heart of    
Jesus so as to bring 

about transformation and the coming of the 
Kingdom in our society.  
 

We are in this Jubilee Year of Mercy! 

Let us open ourselves and invite   

others to this life changing             

experience! A very blessed Christmas 

and a New Year filled with the joy of 

being missionaries of God’s mercy! 
 

Gordon Rees      

Fr. Gordon Rees mccj    
National PMS Director -  
SA, Botswana & Swaziland 

missio SACBC 
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JUBILEE JUBILEE YEAR OF DIVINE MERCY:YEAR OF DIVINE MERCY:  
GOD’S LOVING GOD’S LOVING GIFT OF MERCY FOR ALL!GIFT OF MERCY FOR ALL!  

In this Holy Year, we look forward to the experience of opening our hearts to those living on 
the outermost fringes of society: fringes which modern society itself creates. How many un-
certain and painful situations there are in the world today! How many are the wounds borne 
by the flesh of those who have no voice because their cry is muffled and drowned out by the 
indifference of the rich! During this Jubilee, the Church will be called even more to heal these 
wounds, to assuage them with the oil of consolation, to bind them with mercy and cure them 
with solidarity and vigilant care. Let us not fall into humiliating indifference or a monotonous 
routine that prevents us from discovering what is new! Let us ward off destructive cynicism! 
Let us open our eyes and see the misery of the world, the wounds of our brothers and sisters 
who are denied their dignity, and let us recognize that we are compelled to heed their cry for 
help! May we reach out to them and support them so they can feel the warmth of our pres-
ence, our friendship, and our fraternity! May their cry become our own, and together may we 
break down the barriers of indifference that too often reign supreme and mask our hypocrisy 
and egoism! 
It is my burning desire 
that, during this Jubilee, 
the Christian people may 
reflect on the corporal 
and spiritual works of 
mercy. It will be a way to 
reawaken our conscience, 
too often grown dull in 
the face of poverty. And 
let us enter more deeply 
into the heart of the Gos-
pel where the poor have a 
special experience of 
God’s mercy. Jesus intro-
duces us to these works 
of mercy in his preaching 
so that we can know 
whether or not we are liv-
ing as his disciples. Let us 
rediscover these corporal 
works of mercy : to feed 
the hungry, give drink to 
the thirsty, clothe the naked, welcome the stranger, heal the sick, visit the imprisoned, and 
bury the dead. And let us not forget the spiritual works of mercy: to counsel the doubtful, in-
struct the ignorant, admonish sinners, comfort the afflicted, forgive offences, bear patiently 
those who do us ill, and pray for the living and the dead. 
We cannot escape the Lord’s words to us, and they will serve as the criteria upon which we 
will be judged: whether we have fed the hungry and given drink to the thirsty, welcomed the 
stranger and clothed the naked, or spent time with the sick and those in prison (cf. Mt 25:31-
45). Moreover, we will be asked if we have helped others to escape the doubt that causes 
them to fall into despair and which is often a source of loneliness; if we have helped to over-
come the ignorance in which millions of people live, especially children deprived of the neces-
sary means to free them from the bonds of poverty; if we have been close to the lonely and 
afflicted; if we have forgiven those who have offended us and have rejected all forms of anger 
and hate that lead to violence; if we have had the kind of patience God shows, who is so pa-
tient with us; and if we have commended our brothers and sisters to the Lord in prayer. In 
each of these “little ones,” Christ himself is present. His flesh becomes visible in the flesh of 
the tortured, the crushed, the scourged, the malnourished, and the exiled… to be acknowl-
edged, touched, and cared for by us. Let us not forget the words of Saint John of the Cross: “as 
we prepare to leave this life, we will be judged on the basis of love”                                            
Extract from Misericordiae Vultus (The Face of Mercy) # 15—Pope Francis  
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THE MAN AND THE BIRDTHE MAN AND THE BIRDS  S  --      
BY PAUL HARVEYBY PAUL HARVEY  

The man to whom I’m going to introduce you was not a 
Scrooge, he was a kind decent, mostly good man. 
Generous to his family, upright in his dealings with other 
men. But he just didn’t believe all that incarnation stuff 
which the churches proclaim at Christmas Time. It just 
didn’t make sense and he was too honest to pretend 
otherwise. He just couldn’t swallow the Jesus Story, about 
God coming to Earth as a man. 
 

“I’m truly sorry to distress you,” he told his wife, “but I’m 
not going with you to church this Christmas Eve.” He said 
he’d feel like a hypocrite. That he’d much rather just stay 
at home, but that he would wait up for them. And so he 
stayed and they went to the midnight service. 
 

Shortly after the family drove away in the car, snow began 
to fall. He went to the window to watch the flurries getting 
heavier and heavier and then went back to his fireside 
chair and began to read his newspaper. Minutes later he 
was startled by a thudding sound…Then another, and then 
another. Sort of a thump or a thud…At first he thought 
someone must be throwing snowballs against his living 
room window. But when he went to the front door to 
investigate he found a flock of birds huddled miserably in 
the snow. They’d been caught in the storm and, in a 
desperate search for shelter, had tried to fly through his 
large landscape window. 
 

Well, he couldn’t let the poor creatures lie there and 
freeze, so he remembered the barn where his children 
stabled their pony. That would provide a warm shelter, if 
he could direct the birds to it. 
 

Quickly he put on a coat, galoshes, tramped through the 
deepening snow to the barn. He opened the doors wide 
and turned on a light, but the birds did not come in. He 
figured food would entice them in. So he hurried back to 
the house, fetched bread crumbs, sprinkled them on the 
snow, making a trail to the yellow-lighted wide open 
doorway of the stable. But to his dismay, the birds ignored 
the bread crumbs, and continued to flap around helplessly 
in the snow. He tried catching them… He tried shooing 

them into the barn by walking around them waving his 
arms… Instead, they scattered in every direction, except 
into the warm, lighted barn. 
 

And then, he realized that they were afraid of him. To 
them, he reasoned, I am a strange and terrifying creature. 
If only I could think of some way to let them know that 
they can trust me…That I am not trying to hurt them, but 
to help them. But how? Because any move he made 
tended to frighten them, confuse them. They just would 
not follow. They would not be led or shooed because they 
feared him. 
 

“If only I could be a bird,” he thought to himself, “and 
mingle with them and speak their language. Then I could 
tell them not to be afraid. Then I could show them the 
way to safe, warm… to the safe warm barn. But I would 
have to be one of them so they could see, and hear and 
understand.” 
 

At that moment the church bells began to ring. The sound 
reached his ears above the sounds of the wind. And he 
stood there listening to the bells – Adeste Fidelis  (O come 
all ye faithful) – listening to the bells pealing the glad    
tidings of Christmas. 

And he sank to his knees in the snow! 

 
 

If you would like to receive this newsletter 
on a regular basis please send your name 
and email address to pms.dirsa@gmail.com 
and we will gladly place you on our mailing 
list.  

PLEASE LIKE our Facebook Page  

And /or contact us on Whatsapp  

see details at the top of page 1.   
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1. GIVE LIFE TO CHILDREN  
Missionary Childhood (MC) gifts support projects 
that provide for holistic child development—
physical, social, emotional and spiritual—and aim 
to provide essential food, shelter, education and 
healthcare that children need. It is the right of 
every child to be given as many opportunities as 
possible to grow, develop and have a brighter 
future full of hope. Some of the projects that are 
being sponsored: Nourishing meals for children, 
Laying hens for  orphanages, Text books for primary 
schools children,  Braille slates for visually impaired, 
wheelchairs for disabled children & High School 
Scholarships for students.  
 

 

2. GIVE LIFE TO COMMUNITIES  
Propagation of the Faith (PF) gifts provide the 
necessary funds and infrastructure to assist the 
whole parish community in their pastoral work to 
those devastated by poverty, injustice and natural 
disasters, so that the people can achieve better 
standards of living and hope for a brighter future 
for both themselves and generations to come. 
Some of the projects that are being sponsored  are: 
Medications for the poor and destitute, Dressing 
and bandages for leprosy patients, Sewing 
machines for young disadvantaged woman, Water 
tanks for pastoral outreach centres, formation of 
catechists, & Building new churches and chapels  
 
 

3. GIVE LIFE THROUGH CHURCH LEADERS 
St Peter Apostle (SPA) gifts will support the training 
of priests and religious brothers and sisters in their 
initial years of training or novitiate, so that they can 
start to reach out to communities  and ensure the 
physical and spiritual development of their people. 
In many developing nations these men and woman 
play a crucial role in establishing a network of trust 
and love and often represent the only support that 
marginalized and impoverished communities 
receive. Some projects that are being sponsored 
are: Agricultural Skills for seminarians, Annual 
tuition fees for seminarians,  Fuel for community 
outreaches, & Religious textbooks for seminarians.   
 
This year what about giving a gift of life to someone 
who really needs it?  The 3 societies of the 
Pontifical Mission Societies mentioned above are 
working in more than 1150 diocese in missionary 
countries and are able to do this work through the 
generosity of people like you.  
 
If you would like to give a gift of life send your 
donation to the account mentioned below. If you 
wish that your donation goes to a specific society 
use the code indicated in red in number 1, 2 or 3  
above (MC / PF / SPA) in your reference—should 
you wish us to acknowledge your donation please 
place also your cell number or telephone number in 
the reference.  
 
BANKING DETAILS: ABSA BANK,   
Acc No: 404-860-5313,   
Acc Name: Pontifical Mission Societies  

 

A special word of thanks, 
abundant blessings & graces 

to all who have donated  
to the PMS this year.  

Know that somewhere  
in the world you have given 
hope and life to someone!  

 

THANK YOU FOR 

HELPING THE MISSIONS! 
Since 1922, the Pontifical Mission Societies have 
been the official missionary arm of the Catholic 
Church charged with  evangelization and 
charitable works throughout the world. PMS is a 
well structured, reliable, transparent and 
controlled way of helping the needy of the world.  

JOIN THE UNIVERSAL MISSIONARY 
ACTION OF THE CHURCH BY: 
 Praying daily for the missions & missionaries 
 Animating your parish in mission awareness 
 Regular donations 
 Once-off donation 
 Bequeathing to PMS in your last will and 

testament.  
 

Please use your name and cell or telephone  
number as a reference number if you wish us 

to acknowledge your donation.  

THIS CHRISTMASTHIS CHRISTMAS  
GIVE A GIFT OF LIFE GIVE A GIFT OF LIFE   


