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We are in Holy Week and the final days before 
the celebration of the central feast of our faith 
as Christians - The Resurrection of Jesus! This is 
an important moment for us to take time and 
reflect on what Jesus’ Resurrection means for 
us, each one personally, in particularly in this 
Jubilee Year of Mercy.  
 

Jesus took the pilgrimage to Jerusalem aware 
that this was the journey of His passion and 
death but also trusting that He would rise from 
the dead after 3 days, victorious over sin and 
death and having fulfilled the plan 
of Salvation of His Father for all 
humankind.  
 

Each of us is on their own specific 
pilgrimage of life—a journey that 
will not always be easy, and times 
maybe exceptionally difficult and 
death also awaits each one of us. It 
may be a so called ‘natural death’, 
it may be a death caused by 
sickness or a tragic accident, it 
might be martyrdom like 
experienced by 4 Sisters of Charity 
in Yemen (see page 3). We don’t 
know what this Missionary Disciple 
journey holds in store for us. 
However we do trust in the promise 
of Jesus as to what the final 
destination of our journey will be 
— our own resurrection and eternal 
life with our loving God.    
 

Both Easter time and this Jubilee 
Year of Mercy are opportune moments for us to 
renew (or begin to take up) our responsibilities 
related to our Baptism and to live as Missionary 
Disciples of Jesus Christ our Lord whom we 
have promised to serve. The Universal Mission 
of the Church is the responsibility of each of 
the baptized and a calling to witness Jesus and 
His liberating message of Good News to all. 
Nobody is excluded from the New Life and 
mercy that Jesus offers! 
 

The Risen Christ is inviting us to be His 
witnesses to all those whom we encounter. We 
cannot be a true Christian and at the same time 
be indifferent to the reality of our those who 
live without hope, joy, dignity and God in their 
lives. These too have the same Heavenly Father 

as you and me. They too have been redeemed 
through the Precious Blood shed by Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Brother.  
 

We need to live our Christian calling and 
vocation as Missionary Disciples and be 
instruments in the hands of Jesus. The joy, 
hope, peace and mercy we have received we 
need to pass on to those around us, those who 
journey with us in one way or another in this 
pilgrimage of life. We manifest our Missionary 
Discipleship by our prayers for the missions, 
missionaries, the suffering and needy of the 

world, by our daily witness through concrete 
actions of mercy and charity, through our 
presence and through kindness in word and 
deed to those who are most abandoned and 
excluded in our society.   
 

May the Spirit of the Risen Lord set us alight 
with passion and joy in bringing His message of 
Good News to all! 
 

A very Joyful and Blessed Easter to all of you! 
 

Gordon Rees      

Fr. Gordon Rees mccj    
National  (Missio SACBC) PMS Director -  
South Africa, Botswana & Swaziland 

A VERY BLESSED EASTER! A VERY BLESSED EASTER!   

 JESUS IS RISEN! -ALLELUIA ! 
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DIOCESE / ENTITY TOTAL 

JOHANNESBURG R630,050.30    

CAPE TOWN R533,349.73 

DURBAN R220,677.72 

GABORONE R216,895.50 

PORT ELIZABETH R157,624.07 

PRETORIA R157,055.70 

KIMBERLEY  R147,169.00 

WITBANK R143,606.85 

MARIANNHILL R82,759.10 

RUSTENBURG R73,831.10 

MANZINI R71,637.60 

KEIMOES R67,736.00 

OUDTSHOORN R59,850.10 

TZANEEN R59,328.95 

FRANCISTOWN R48,974.98 

BETHLEHEM R46,066.01 

KOKSTAD R42,861.50 

INDIVIDUAL DONORS R42,410.00 

ESHOWE R41,496.25 

ALIWAL R41,307.60 

UMZIMKULU R37,216.10 

KROONSTAD R36,208.00 

DUNDEE R35,750.10 

POLOKWANE R29,878.50 

INGWAVUMA R29,207.00 

MTHATHA R28,886.00 

KLERKSDORP R18,000.00 

QUEENSTOWN R17,850.30 

DE AAR R15,870.50 

BLOEMFONTEIN R10,137.70 

ST. J VIANNEY SEMINARY R2,317.70 

TOTAL 2015 R3,146,009.96 

TOTAL 2014 R2,834,373.95 

INCREASE 2014 vs 2015 R311,636.01 

% INCREASE 10.99% 

PONTIFICAL MISSION SOCIETIES - MISSIO SACBC   
COLLECTION RESULTS FOR 2015  

We  are  very grateful for all the gestures of 
generosity displayed on behalf of so many of the 
faithful in favour of the Universal Mission of the 
Church. We had an overall increase in donations 
during the past financial year of almost 11%, thank 
you to all on behalf of the many needy people who 
will be helped.  God bless you all! 

Thank you to the Bishops, PMS 
diocesan directors, priests and 
laity who informed and motivated 
the parishioners to support 
generously the Universal Mission 
of the Church. A special word of 
appreciation to all those who 
made specific donations into our 
account for the missions! We are 
very thankful to the Lord for 

those dioceses that showed noticeable increases in 
collection results - 9 dioceses showed increases of 
between 20%  and 168%, while 7 dioceses sadly 
reported a drop in collection results, 4 of them 
dropping between 20% and 43%.  
The continued  weakening of the Rand value against 
the US Dollar means that even though we actually 
collected more than last year, the reported amount 
to Rome - which is done in US Dollar value - shows a 
marked drop from the previous year.   
Please note that all the money for the Pontifical 
Mission Societies collections is pooled along with 
the money from all the other countries of the world.  
Once a year all the National Directors meet in Rome 
for the General Assembly and then approve project 
requests from over 1,150 needy dioceses in Africa, 
Asia, Pacific Islands and parts of Latin America and 
Europe. All the collected money available in the 
Universal  Solidarity Fund for the Missions is then 
divided out in a fair and just manner to the various 
dioceses and projects throughout the world.   
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

Here above are the audited results 
for all Pontifical Mission Societies  
(Missio SACBC) Collections for the 
financial year 1 March 2015 to 29 
February 2016.  

Father Tom Uzhunnalil is still missing after his reported abduction.  
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POPE FRANCIS 'SHOCKED' BY 
ATTACK ON YEMEN CARE HOME 

 

“His Holiness Pope Francis was shocked and profoundly 
saddened to learn of the killing of four Missionaries of 
Charity and twelve others at a home for the elderly in 
Aden. He sends the assurance of his prayers for the 
dead and his spiritual closeness to their families and to 
all affected from this act of senseless and diabolical 
violence.  He prays that this pointless slaughter will 
awaken consciences, lead to a change of heart, and 
inspire all parties to lay down their arms and take up 
the path of dialogue. In the name of God, he calls upon 
all parties in the present conflict to renounce violence, 
and to renew their commitment to the people of 
Yemen, particularly those most in need, whom the 
Sisters and their helpers sought to serve.  Upon 
everyone suffering from this violence, the Holy Father 
invokes God’s blessing, and in a special ways he 
extends to the Missionaries of Charity his prayerful 
sympathy and solidarity”.   

     Cardinal Pietro Parolin—Secretary of State 
 

Attackers kill 16 people, including 4 
nuns, inside Catholic facility established 
by Mother Teresa's charity in Aden. 
     

Sister Anslem, Sister Reginette, Sister Judith, and Sister 
Marguerite were serving as caretakers at the 
Missionaries of Charity's convent and nursing home in 
Aden, Yemen. 

 

These sisters left their homes in India and Africa to 
serve the poor, elderly, and disabled in the war-torn 
country of Yemen. They worked together with 
volunteers at the convent's home care center, where 
they served around sixty to eighty patients of all 
religions. 
 

“They were serving all poor people irrespective of their 
religion. Their duty was to help the poor,” a 
representative from the Apostolic Vicariate of Southern 
Arabia told CNA. 

 

But on March 4, the convent was attacked by two 
gunmen who killed Sr. Anslem, Sr. Judith, Sr. 
Marguerite, and Sr. Reginette, along with sixteen other 
victims, including volunteers from Ethiopia and Yemen. 
Each victim was found handcuffed and shot in the head. 
No residents of the nursing home were harmed. 
Pope Francis called the sisters “martyrs of today” who 
“gave their blood for the Church.” 
 

According to a statement from the Apostolic Vicariate 
of Southern Arabia, Sr. Anslem was from Ranchi, India 
and would have turned 60 years old on May 8. Sr. 
Judith was from Kenya and had just turned 41 years old 
on Feb. 2. Sr. Marguerite was from Rwanda and would 
have been 44 years old on April 29. The youngest nun, 
Sr. Reginette, was from Rwanda and would've turned 
33 on June 29. 
 

Since the attack, the Missionaries of Charity's nursing 
home has been relying on the aid of volunteers and 
government support to continue their care of the 
elderly, which has lasted for 24 years in Aden. 
“Now, the local government is taking care of the elderly 
with the help of some volunteers, university students 
and young people,” the representative said. 
The convent's superior, Sister Sally, was originally 
reported missing during the attack, but she has since 
been declared safe. 
“Sister Sally is safe and I think she will go to her 
regional superior's house that is in Jordan,” the 
representative added. 

However, Salesian priest Father Tom Uzhunnalil is still 
missing after his reported abduction. Fr. Uzhunnalil is 
an Indian priest who had been staying with the sisters 
and has not been found since the attack on March 4. 
No group has claimed responsibility for the onslaught 
against the Missionaries of Charity convent, but the 
country of Yemen is in the midst of a year-long civil war 
which has claimed the lives of more than 6,000 people. 
 (CNA/EWTN News) 

From L-R: Sr. Anselm, Sr. Reginette, Sr. Judith, Sr. Marguerite.  
Credit: The Apostolic Vicariate of Southern Arabia. 
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PROPOSED NAME CHANGE 
In order arrive at a universal “brand name” 
the various Pontifical Mission Societies 
National offices throughout the world are 
searching for a common name by which they 
Societies can be readily and easily identified 
throughout the world and that would be 
adopted by all the national offices.  

Currently many use the name: Pontifical 
Mission Societies (PMS) (or equivalent in their 
language) along with the name of the country 
or area which they represent. This is currently  
the case here where we are called: Pontifical 
Mission Societies - South Africa, Botswana & 
Swaziland. Other National Offices use 
different names, a good number of them use 
the name: MISSIO along with an indication of 
the country or area of responsibility.  

There appears to be a general consensus by 
the National Directors  that the name MISSIO 
would be the most feasible option as it short, 
clear and can be used as is in most languages. 
It is also not a mouthful like Pontifical 
Mission Societies and the  abbreviation of 
which, PMS, in layman's English has a very 
different meaning and consequently it is not 
advisable to use it. 

The change will not be immediate and there 
will be a long transitional period as it will take 
time for all to adapt to the name change and 
logo change (that is if we choose to adopt 
that which has been proposed - see above. 
The logo shows a fingerprint along with the 
word missio where the two “i” letters are so 
written so as to appear like two people 
looking towards each other and reaching out 
and sharing (the curved line) across the two 
letters “m” (the continents). A symbol of the 
actual sharing that occurs when all the money 
collected is put together and then shared out 
fairly to the needy throughout the world.  The 
letters SACBC below missio have been added 
to indicate the area that this national office 
represents, that of the Southern African 
Bishops Conference (SACBC) which includes 
all of South Africa, Botswana and Swaziland.  

For the foreseeable future both names will be 
used however, as far as legal aspects go, we 

will continue to use Pontifical Mission 
Societies as we are registered as such with 
the authorities as a Public Benefit 
Organisation and likewise with our banking 
accounts. 

We have opened a new Facebook account 
called Missio Sacbc. It appears that a 
Facebook Account is more popular with 
Facebook users than a Facebook Page.  We 
see that more people are likely to add Missio 
Sacbc as a friend than like our page Pontifical 
Mission Societies. We already have over 600 
friends on Missio Sacbc (after 4 months) 
compared to 255 likes on our Pontifical 
Mission Societies page after more than a 
year!  

If your are in Facebook please send a friend 
request to "Missio Sacbc" and you will be 
kept up-to-date on what is happening in the 
Church. Note that this newsletter, OUR 
MISSION, is now also available to be opened 
or downloaded on both the Facebook Missio 
account and PMS page.   

OUR MISSION newsletter will no longer  be 
printed and sent to the dioceses as we want 
to cut down on printing and postage costs but 
also because of the unreliable service 
rendered the Post Office.  

If you would like to receive this newsletter 
on a regular basis please send your name 
and email address to pms.dirsa@gmail.com 
and we will gladly place you on our mailing 
list.  

We would kindly ask you to do your part in 
promoting the missions by forwarding this 
newsletter by email to confreres, catholic 
organisations, friends, family, parishioners  
and acquaintances.  For those who have 
absolutely no way of getting it by email - ask 
your parish priest or a friend to be so kind as 
to print it for you.  
 

JOIN THE UNIVERSAL MISSIONARY  
ACTION OF THE CHURCH BY: 

 Praying daily for the missions & missionaries 
 Animating your parish in mission awareness 
 Regular donations 
 Once-off donation 
 Bequeathing to PMS in your last will and 

testament.  
Please use your name and cell or telephone  number 
as a reference number if you wish us to 
acknowledge your donation.   
 
BANKING DETAILS: ABSA BANK       Acc No: 404-860-5313                   
Acc Name: Pontifical Mission Societies  
 


