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Dear Friends, 
I sincerely hope that you are experiencing  the 
peace and joy of the Risen Christ during this 
Liturgical Season of Easter.  
 

Jesus’ Resurrection is the event central to our 
Faith and we need to spend time in reflection 
and prayer for the extent of its reality to take 
effect in our daily lives. This season should 
challenge us to see to what extent the Risen 
Lord has impacted our lives, are we people of 
hope, of joy, of peace? The realities of life no 
matter how burdening and complex should not 
be what dominates our existence.  Jesus’ victory 
over sin and death should set us free from the 
“slaveries” that imprison us and stop us from 
reaching our full potential and true happiness. 

Eastertide is a time for rejoicing and celebrating 
our redemption in Christ Jesus, however it 
would often appear that we find it easier to live  
the periods of Lent and Advent than that of 

Easter and Christmas - do we find reflecting on 
our sinfulness and need for conversion easier 
than that of celebrating our new life in Christ? 
 

As we now move to the celebration of the 
Ascension of our Lord it is important for us to 
recall the last words of Jesus to his disciples: 
“go, therefore, and make disciples of all 
nations, baptising them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit” (Mt 28:19)  - this so called “Great 
Commission” must not be overlooked or taken 
lightly by us, the disciples of Jesus. This is the 
last wish, the final instruction of the Master to 
us and this should indicate how important it 
was for Him and should also be for us. This 
needs to become our priority focus with regard 
to our Christian faith.  If we are not 
evangelizing, bringing the Good News and 
liberation of Christ to others, then we have 
missed the very reason for our existence as 
Christians, the very essence of our Faith.  
 

The Resurrection message needs to be made 
manifest to all people of all times and this is 
only possible when you and I do our part in 
living the Gospel values and are witnesses of 
the living Christ.  
 

The stark reality is that the so many people live 
without a notion or experience of Jesus Christ 
in their lives. Many because they have never 
heard the Good News of Christ proclaimed to 
them, others because the witness they have 
received from so-called Christians has nor been 
convincing and others still, due to indifference 
or hardened hearts. We as Missionary Disciples 
need to tirelessly proclaim the love and mercy 
of Jesus Christ to our world of today. We need 
also to support the universal missionary efforts 
of the Church by praying for and supporting 
the Missions and the Missionaries. 
 

May the Holy Spirit whom we await in the 
celebration of Pentecost awaken in us that 
same missionary spirit of the early Church that 
we read about in the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

Gordon Rees 
 

Fr. Gordon Rees mccj    
National  Director 
Missio SACBC / PMS -South Africa, Botswana & Swaziland 
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BISHOP REQUESTS POPE 
 TO LET HIM RETURN TO  

THE MISSION  
Pope Francis accepted the early retirement request of 
Italian Bishop Gianfranco Todisco, who begged to be 
allowed to return to missionary work or to be sent 
“to the farthest, most disadvantaged” diocese. 
The Vatican announced Bishop Todisco’s resignation 
on April 21 as Bishop of Melfi-Rapolla-Venosa in 
southern Italy. The bishop is 71, and the normal 
retirement age is 75. 
In a letter to the people of his diocese, Bishop 
Todisco said he had made his request in early 
November and received a letter from the Pope saying 
he would think and pray about it. A few weeks later, 
Pope Francis phoned and “asked me if I was still ready 
to leave. My answer was yes,” the bishop said. 
After meetings with Cardinal Marc Ouellet, prefect of 
the Congregation for Bishops, and with the Vatican 
nuncio to Italy, a date was chosen to announce the 
bishop’s resignation. 
In his letter to the diocese, the bishop said he was 
ordained to the priesthood as an Ardorini Missionary 
and that was the life to which he felt called. He 
accepted the call to become bishop of the Italian 
diocese in 2002 “because I always saw the will of God 
in the decisions of my superiors.” 
As a missionary, he had served at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Parish in Toronto from 1979 to 1989 and in the 
Diocese of Garzon, Colombia, from 1989 to 1997. 

Throughout his years as bishop, he said, he continued 
to make overseas trips to visit Italian missionaries. 
“Although I’d return to Melfi recharged by the joyful 
witness of so many brothers and sisters who, despite 
the passing of the years, continued to remain in the 
trenches, within me there was an increasing unrest to 
return to the missions, even as a simple priest.” 
The Italian newspaper La Repubblica reported on 
April 21 that the bishop already had a plane ticket to 
Honduras. 
 

 From: Catholic Herald 24 Apr 2017  

BISHOP BARRY  WOOD, 
AU X I L I A RY  B I SH OP  OF 
DURBAN ARCHDIOCESE, DIES. 

The thunderous voice and glowing presence of 
Bishop Barry Wood will be forever remembered by 
those who were close to him after he passed away 
on 1 May 2017. 
 

Born on 13 June 1942, it was clear he was destined 
to be a leader and a messenger of God as he spent 
his years spreading love and faith. Those who 
attended his masses can agree, they left empowered. 
Before being appointed Bishop, Barry Wood was a 
loved priest at Sacred Heart church in Montclair for 
seven years from 1999 to 2006, where he was 
known for his uplifting and moving sermons. 
Language was never a barrier, communicating with 
his congregation in their language.  
 

He was a priest for 48 years and in all those years 
he has been a major influence in the lives of his 
par i sh ioners that  ca l led h im fami ly . 
“For the youth, he was a caring friend and father 
figure who gave the best hugs. He was good at 
remembering names and had a wonderful laugh,” 
said Colleen Starkey, a parishioner of Sacred Heart. 
 

His strong presence and his obvious positive 
influence was noticed by the Durban Catholic 
Archdiocese as he was called and appointed as 
Reverend Bishop in 2006. 
He was a founding member of Mother of Peace in 
Illovo and is currently the Titular Bishop of Babra 
and Auxiliary Bishop of the Durban Archdiocese. 

 

Mother of Peace Community leader and chairman of 
the Management Committee, Gavin Gradwell said, 
“Bishop Barry has been involved with Mother of 
Peace for 15 years and he has always been 
supportive and involved as a member of board of 
directors and we will miss his input. As a person he 
always spoke from the heart and was very caring. He 
had a special attachment to children and would do 
anything for them and their communities. He will be 
missed as a friend.” 

 

Extract from article in the Southlands Sun, 2/5/2017 
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CAPUCHIN FATHER KILLED,  
DEACON WOUNDED 

Malagasy Capuchin Friar, aged 46, Fr. Lucien Njiva, was 
killed during the night of 22 April at the Friary in 
Ambendrana Antsohihy. 
F ides  was to ld  by Rev.  Er ic  Franck 
Randriamiandrinirinarivo, Director of Radio Don Bosco 
Madagascar, “around one in the morning at least five 
bandits broke into the friary, attacking and wounding 26 
year old deacon Jeremy. On hearing the cries of the 
deacon, Fr. Lucien ran to the spot brandishing a 
shotgun, but the bandits shot him dead with a 
Kalashnikov rifle”. 
“The deacon was taken to a hospital in the capital 
Antananarivo, and in the meantime the police 
announced the arrest of some suspects” says Fr Franck. 
The bandits wanted to steal the friary bell. The Friars 
had thwarted an earlier burglary attempt during Holy 
Week, when the bandits broke into the friary during 
the night but the brothers managed to frighten them 
away. The bell had been hidden, but this did not deter 
the evildoers. 
The Director of Radio Don Bosco Madagascar says “for 
some time now we have seen an increase in thefts of 
church bells to extract the metals of which they are 
made and sell it on the black market. This activity is 
very profitable”. 
The assault on the friary of Ambendrana Antsohihy is 
the latest in a series of robberies in Catholic convents 
and churches. Before the murder of Fr. Lucien, the 
most serious incident was an attack during the night of 
April 1 at the convent of the Sisters de Notre Dame de 
la Salette in Antsahatanteraka Antsirabe, when some of 
the sisters and postulants suffered sexual violence (see 
Fides 8/4/2017). According to the local press in five 
weeks there were as many as four reports of assaults 
and sacking of four different convents .  
From: (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 26/4/2017) 
 

“THERE MUST BE PRESSURE  
TO REACH A DEMOCRATIC SOLUTION ”  

"There must be a peaceful solution, elections, but to reach 
this goal there is need of pressure at very high levels, 
perhaps extreme, in order to find a democratic solution, 
which is what everyone desires...we, bishops of Venezuela, 
as Pastors, defend the constitutional right to stage peaceful 
demonstrations". This was said by Bishop Enrique Pérez 
Lavado of the Venezuelan diocese Maturín, passing through 
Madrid where he was interviewed by Radio Cope. 
In the interview, sent to Fides, Bishop Pérez Lavado 
remarked that unlike other occasions this time 
demonstrations are being held all over the country 
increasing tension everywhere: "Not only in Caracas, but 
also in Maracaibo, Valencia, Barquisimeto, Merida, San 
Cristobal, and other cities. In the university city of Merida, 
the situation is serious with young people in the streets". 
The Bishop continued: "it is clear that despite this popular 
explosion, people still live in fear ". 
The local Catholic Church, also on this occasion, is close to 

the people taking to the streets. Bishop Diego Padrón, 
chairman of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Venezuela, 
speaking a few days ago at the 7th National Laity Congress, 
emphasised in particular the role of the laity in these cases, 
urging them to always act in keeping with the Gospel, 
underlining that "without resistance there is no hope". 
According to latest reports, Venezuela’s Foreign minister Ms 
Delcy Rodriguez announced the withdrawal of Caracas from 
OAS, the Organization of American States, after the latter 
convoked, with 17 states in favour, an emergency meeting of 
foreign ministers on the crisis to talk about their “deep 
concern" for Venezuela. In the meantime 32 people are 
reported to have been killed during the recent 
demonstrations. From: (C.E.) (Agenzia Fides 27/4/2017) 
 

IN 3 YEARS BOKO HARAM HAS KILLED  
OVER 4,000 CHILDREN 

The terrorist attacks of Boko Haram has since 2014 affected 
mainly children. Many of them are used for suicide attacks. 
The first study carried out by the United Nations Secretary-
General on Children and Armed Conflict (2013-2016) 
highlighted that minors continue to suffer cruelties at the 
hands of Boko Haram in northeastern Nigeria. In three years 
more than 4,000 children lost their lives and 1,650 were 
recruited. The United Nations report also points out suicide 
attacks as the second cause of death among the young. 
From some of the testimonies of the freed minors it 
emerges that most of them are seized, others are enlisted 
for economic reasons or family pressure. Schools are the 
main targets of terrorist attacks. According to the UN, at 
least 1500 have been destroyed since 2014 and 1280 victims 
have been recorded among students and professors. Since 
2014, at least 4,000 minors have been abused, forced to 
marry and convert to Islam. (AP) (Agenzia Fides, 8/5/2017)  

 

JOIN THE UNIVERSAL MISSIONARY  
ACTIVITY OF THE CHURCH BY: 

 Praying daily for the missions & missionaries 
 Animating your parish in mission awareness 
 Regular donations 
 Once-off donations 
 Bequeathing to the Pontifical Mission Societies in 

your last will and testament.  
 

Please use your name and cell or telephone  number as a 
reference number if you wish us to acknowledge your 
donation.   
 

BANKING DETAILS: ABSA BANK        
Acc No: 404-860-5313                   
Acc Name: Pontifical Mission Societies  
 

GOD BLESS ALL OUR DONORS - 
WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT! 

 

If you would like to receive this newsletter on a regular 
basis please send your name and email address to 
pms.dirsa@gmail.com and we will gladly place you on 
our mailing list.  

We would kindly ask you to do your part in promoting 
the missions by forwarding this newsletter by email to 
confreres, catholic organisations, friends, family, 
parishioners  and acquaintances.   
 

For those who have absolutely no way of getting it by 
email - ask your parish priest or a friend to be so kind as 
to print it for you. 
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TWELVE NEW TWELVE NEW TWELVE NEW    
MISSIONARY VOCATIONS MISSIONARY VOCATIONS MISSIONARY VOCATIONS    

   

The Church is sadly facing a serious shortage with 
regard to Priests and Religious in most countries 
of the world. The average age of priests is 
increasing while the numbers are decreasing. The 
same goes for Religious Brothers and Sisters. Of 
the drastically reduced number of candidates 
entering priesthood and religious life, most are 
coming from so-called Third World Countries 
and often from poor and/or difficult situations. 
 

The Society of St Peter Apostle as part of Missio / 
Pontifical Mission Societies is the society which 
helps to subsidise the enormous costs involved in 
the formation of candidates for the priesthood 
and Religious life in mission countries throughout 
the world. 
 

The Novitiate forms part of the formation 
process for Religious. It is normally a 2 year 
period (also know as the “Desert Experience”) 
and its purpose is described as follows in Canon 
Law 652.3: “Novices are to be led to cultivate human 
and Christian virtues; through prayer and self-denial 
they are to be introduced to a fuller way of perfection; 
they are to be taught to contemplate the mystery of 
salvation and to read and meditate on the Sacred 
Scriptures; they are to be prepared to cultivate the 
worship of God in the Sacred Liturgy; they are to learn 
a manner of leading a life consecrated to God and 
humanity in Christ through the evangelical counsels; 
they are to be instructed regarding the character and 
spirit, the purpose and discipline, the history and life 
of the institute; and they are to be imbued with love 
for the Church.” 
 

It was therefore with great joy that I recently 
attended the First Profession 
of the Vows by 12 novices. 
Seeing and experiencing first 
hand the reality that, even 
today there are still people 
willing to commit themselves 
to service  of their brothers 
and sisters in the Missions. 
People who have answered 
the call of Christ and have 
taken concrete steps in 
responding. These young men 
have left their families, 
countries,  cul ture and 
language to journey with the 
Lord in discerning a vocation 
to Religious Missionary life as 
priests or brothers and give 
us a reason to be hopeful for 
the future.    
 

This First Profession as Comboni Missionaries of the 
Heart of Jesus took place in Lusaka, Zambia on 6 
May 2017. They come from various countries in 
Africa: Egypt (2), Kenya (4), Uganda (4), Ethiopia 
(1) all candidates for the priesthood and 1 from 
Malawi a candidate for brotherhood. The newly 
professed, after a holiday period at home, will 
now go to various Comboni houses of formation 
in the world to begin the next phase of formation: 
Pietermaritzburg, SA (2), Bogota, Colombia (1), 
Sao Paulo, Brazil (2), Nairobi, Kenya (2) and Lima, 
Peru (4) and Napoli, Italy (1). 
 

The celebration took place in the Chapel of the 
Comboni Novitiate in Lusaka with the Mass 
presided by the Vicar General of the Comboni 
Missionary Institute, Fr Jeremias Martins, (former 
Provincial of South Africa). The Provincial 
Superiors of the countries of the candidates were 
also present at the celebration to receive the 
vows of their specific candidates.  A number of 
other priests, Religious Brothers and Sisters and 
many friends from the various pastoral activities 
where the newly professed had served also 
attended.    
 

The Comboni Missionaries are very thankful to 
the Lord as this year a total of 45 men have 
professed their first vows in the various Comboni 
Novitiates throughout the world.  
 

Missio SACBC congratulates all the newly 
professed members, not only in the Comboni 
Missionary Institute, but in all the various 
Religious Congregations throughout the world 
asking our readers to remember to pray for them 
in order that the number of committed labourers 
in the Lord’s harvest may continue to increase (cf 
Luke 10:2).   


